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The Purchase of Hospital Supplies. 

The new departure which has been taken in the method of 
purchasing supplies by the Commission in Lunacy of the State 
of New York seems to be an excellent one, and will no doubt 
attract the attention and, we think, the approval of the hos- 
pital authorities throughout the United States. It is almost 
impossible, where a large number of hospitals are grouped 
under one central bureau, to prevent a considerable waste if 
the several superintendents are given full authority as pur- 
chasing agents. On the other hand, the concentration of the 
placing of the orders into the hands of a single purchasing 
agent has almost invariably led to charges of undue influence, 
if not of outright corruption. It would seem that the method 
adopted by the State Commission in Lunacy, of naming certain 
standard preparations and makes and then allowing the super- 
intendents to make their own purchases, subject to these stand- 
ards, gives just that measure of autonomy which is likely’ to 
prove best for the State. Naturally, there will be a vigorous 
protest from those manufacturers whose brands have not been 
named by the Commission, but this is a matter in which each 
mazxufacturer must act for himself, and must be able to con- 
vince the authorities that his goods are entitled to be entered 
in the ranks of standard preparations. 


Proprietary Goods Prices in Canada. 

Our Canadian friends are having troubles of their own over 
the question of proprietary goods prices. They seem to have 
taken up every phase of the subject for solution at one time, 
and as a result they have practically come to a standstill, if 
we may judge by the reports which we have recently obtained 
through the most reliable and authentic sources. 

The jobbing houses took the initiative by' forming an or- 
ganization embracing some 25 of the leading wholesalers, and 
this organization undertook to lay down hard and fast rules 
for the guidance of the manufacturers of proprietary remedies, 
the essential feature of the demands made by the wholesalers 
being that they be assured a discount of 15 and 5 per cent. 
from the prices made to the retailers, the wholesalers claiming 
that they could not afford to handle these proprietaries on any 
narrower margin. The programme of the wholesalers em- 
braced a sacrifice of the retailers, where such a sacrifice was 
necessary, in the nature of an advance of the price to retailers 
by the proprietors. 

The retailers of Canada, learning of this movement, naturally 
entered a vigorous protest, and both the retailers and whole- 
salers argued the matter at some length before the meeting 
ot the Proprietary Association of Canada, which was held not 
long since in Toronto. The results of this conference between 
the three parties at interest are fully described in our news 
columns, but may briefly be summarized here as follows: 
The Executive Committee of the Proprietary Association agreed 
to recommend, on the one hand, that the proprietors shall not 
advance their prices to retailers, and, on the other hand, rec- 
ommend a discontinuance of sales at the best quantity price 
to co-operative buying associations of retailers. It will be 
seen this programme embraces a concession to the retailers, in 
the assurance of no advance in prices, and likewise a con- 
cession to the jobbers, in a recommendation that syndicate 
buying for distribution be discontinued. 

The retail syndicates retaliate by threatening to boycott all 
goods that they cannot purchase in quantity lots. The whole- 
salers threaten to cut off all proprietors who do sell to the 
syndicates. The proprietor is thus left in a rather difficult 
position, and one in which each proprietor will have to solve 
his own troubles. 


Judging from the experience of proprietors in the United 
States, the best thing that the Canadian proprietor can do is to 
throw on a joint committee of wholesalers and retailers the 
responsibility for the determination of who shall and who shall 
not be given the best quantity price. This has been done 
here through. the agency of the tripartite plan, with the result 
that a few only of the buying associations of retailers have 
been recognized as being entitled to the best quantity prices. 
Those so recognized have, as a rule, been organizations effected 
before the inauguration of the plan and having a _ business 
already placed upon a thoroughly established basis, such as 
the Philadelphia Wholesale Drug Company and the New York 
Consolidated Drug Company. 

We congratulate our Canadian friends upon the apparently 
moderate and fair attitude assumed by the parties to the con- 
troversy, so far as the matter has gone, but it is quite possible 
that the acute stage of the trouble has not been reached, for 
when it comes to a definite understanding as to the specific 
cases in which the buying associations are to be cut off, both 
jobbers and proprietors will find that the retailer is not willing 
to sacrifice such advantages as he has gained through the co- 
operative buying without obtaining some positive and tangible 
return in the way of terms or price concessions, or at least of 
price protection. 

> stbicnlearas 
Drug Adulterations. 
_ It will be remembered by students of pharmaceutical his- 
tory that the formation of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association was originally brought about through the efforts 
on the part of the druggists to prevent the importation into 
the United States of inferior and adulterated drugs. The 
association was for many years active in its efforts to obtain 
and publish facts regarding the adulteration of drugs in hopes 
of discouraging this practice. A notable revival of interest 
in the subject has taken place latterly and found expression 
in the appointment of a Committee on Adulteration at the St. 
Louis meeting of the association. The work of this committee 
has grown in volume and in importance from year to year, and 
the selection of one of its members for the important post of 
chief of the drug laboratory in the United States Department 
of Agriculture is the best evidence that the work of the com- 
mittee has been conducted along right lines. 

A perusal of the various reports which have been submitted 
by this committee show a most deplorable laxity on the part 
of the manufacturers and importers and the wholesale dealers 
in regard to the qualities of the drugs made or handled by 
them. 

The various State Boards of Pharmacy and Boards of 
Health which are entrusted with the local supervision of the 
question of purity in drugs have also become more active of 
late years and report an equally regrettable condition of affairs 
in the retail trade. That there are honest dealers who keep 
honest goods seems to be freely admitted by all, but the pro- 
portion of inferior articles found in the trade is so large as 
to reflect upon the drug trade in general. The standing of 
the entire drug trade is at stake in this matter, and it is a 
great deal better that the Boards of Pharmacy should proceed 
with their efforts to purge pharmacy of its offending members 
rather than that innocent and guilty should suffer alike. 

Looked at from the lowest plane, that of commercial suc- 
cass, it is incumbent upon every druggist to exercise the great- 
est care, both in the purchase and in the preparation of his 
wares. It is this special care and skill which give the drug- 
gist his only claim to special consideration at the hands of 
the public, and any failure on his part to exercise that care 
and skill will almost certainly be detected at some time and 
lead to his severe punishment, if not to his total financial ruin. 
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Res: [Writicn for the American Drugyist.] 
READING PRESCRIPTIONS. 
By J. T. PEPPER, 
Woodstock, Ont. 
a. 

In the prescription here shown, the contraction “ Liqs.” is for 
Liquoris, the genitive of Liquor, governed by the verb recipe, 
“take thou,” which is the first sign on the prescription, and is 
represented by the symbol BR. Observe the s after both the 
“Ligs” in the first two tines, signifying that the word is to be 
understood as though it were written out in full. The same 
thing is noticed after the contraction Sulp. in the same two 
lines, this being the abbreviated form of the full word Sulpha- 
tis, which is also in the genitive case, but governed by Liquoris. 
The word Morphie is written in full in the genitive case. The 
nominative would be Morphia. In the British Pharmacopeia 
of 1885, the nomenclature of this word is changed, and the 
nominative is Morphina, with the genitive Morphing. The same 
is true of Atropia, which in the newer nomenclature is Atropina, 
genitive Atropine. The word Atropie is also written in full in 
the genitive case, as it should be. The sign, “= 1,” after Sul- 
phatis in the first two lines means that an amount of the liquor 


or solution is to be used equal to the quantity prescribed in 
grains. In the British Pharmacopeia of 1898, which is the 
latest edition, Liquor atropinz sulphatis is of the following 
strength: “110 minims contain 1 grain of atropine sulphate; 
100 cubic centimeters contain 1 gramme.” ‘There is no formula 
for a solution of morphine sulphate in the B. P. 1898, but one 
might be prepared of the same strength as for Liquor Mor- 
phinz Acetatis, Liquor Morphine Hydrochloridi or Liquor Mor- 
phinse Tartratis, all of which are of the same strength as the 
Liquor Atropinz Sulphatis. 

If the strength of the solution is as has been stated, then 
110 minims of Liquor Morphing Sulphatis would have to be dis- 
pensed so that the medicine would contain 1 grain of Morphine 


Sulphate. In the case of the Liquor Atropinz Sulphatis one- . 


twenty-fifth of 110 minims would have to be dispensed to com- 
ply with the requirements of the physician. And as the dose of 
the medicine is one tablespoonful, and the mixture is to be made 
up to fl. 5ii, this would make four doses of the medicine; there- 
fore, the dose of morphine at each taking would be \% grain, and 
that of the atropine 1-100 grain. 

It is imperatively necessary before dispensing any such pow- 
erful drugs as these to figure out the amount of each dose so as 
to check any possible error of the prescriber. The B. P. 1885, 
gives the dose of morphia sulphate as one-eighth to one-half 
grain. Morphine sulphate is not mentioned in the B. P._1898, 
but the dose of the other salts of morphine that are mentioned 
is given as &% to \% grain, and the morphine sulphate could be 
considered as having about the same dose, so that the dose in 
this prescription is within the limits and can be considered as 
safe. The same applies to the atropine sulphate, the maximum 
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dose in the 1898 Pharmacopeia is 1-200 grain, and as the dose in 
this prescription is just 1-100th of a grain, it will be seen that 
that is just the minimum dose of the B. P. 1898, and that it is 
safe to dispense it. 

The prescription, however, was written before the last 
British Pharmacopeeia was published, and at that time the 
strength of these preparations was not the same as it is in the 
last edition. They were then of a strength about 1 in 100. 

“Tr.” is an abbreviation for J'incture, or Tincture. The 
word Hyoscyami is written out correctly in full Latin. The 
next ingredient is Fluid Extract of Uva Ursi, which, in full 
Latin, would be, Hatracti Uve Ursi Fluidi. The physician has 
contracted the first two words, but he has written out in full 
Latin, with the proper endings, the last two words, Uva Ursi, 
which are both in the genitive case. Syrupi and Pruni are both 
written out in full, but Virg. is a contraction for the word Vir- 
giniane. All the quantities and signs are distinctly and plainly 
written, so that there cannot be the slightest doubt as to how 
much of each ingredient the physician requires. 

The sign M. stands for Misce, mix. Sig. is plainly enough 
written 3ss, half an ounce, or a tablespoonful. How is the 
medicine to be taken? Ea aqua, in water. When is it to be 
taken? 2da quaque hora; which is, in English, “ every second 
hour.” Notice that the two letters after the figure 2 are da, 
the last two letters of the Latin word “ secunda,” and not as 
might be expected, where the figure 2 is used, the abbreviation 
“nd,” the last two letters of the English word “second.” This 
proves that the physician who wrote this prescription was a 
good Latin scholar. Sum. is the contraction for the Latin word 
Sumenda, “to be taken.” Thus we get for our translation of 
these directions: , “A tablespoonful to be taken in water 
every two hours.” It might be better, when writing these direc- 
tions on the label for the patient, for the druggist to supply 
the word “One” before the word “ tablespoonful,” making it 
read “‘ one tablespoonful.” 





ORVIETAN OR THERIAC.’ 
BY L. E. SAYRE. 

In Parkman’s recent history of La Salle and the discovery 
of the great West in 1680, we learn of a most marvelous remedy 
which a priest belonging to La Salle’s party had brought with 
him from France. This remedy is named “ Orvietan.” 

Hennepin, the priest above mentioned, when he was a pris- 
oner among the Indian tribes made himself useful in various 
ways. It is stated that he shaved the heads of the children, 
as it was the custom of the tribe, bled certain asthmatic per- 
sons, dosed others with Orvietan, the famous panacea of his 
time, of which he had brought with him a good supply. It is 
said at one time the whole camp was threatened with starva- 
tion; three white men who were prisoners could get no food 
but unripe berries, from the effects of which Hennepin thinks 
they might all have died but for timely doses of his Orvietan. 

A dog was bitten in the jaw by a snake; he gave him a 
little of the preparation as an antidote and it cured the animal. 
A sow came home one day with her head so swelled that she 
could hardly hold it up. Thinking it must have been some snake 
bite, a dose of the wonderful preparation was given, mixed 
with meal and water. The patient began to mend at once. 
Naturally enough, we are curious to know what was the com- 
position of this wonderful agent ‘ Orvietan.” 

We have taken the pains to look up the term out of curiosity. 
We find that the term “ Orvietan” is applied to that old French 
preparation known as treacle or theriac. The archaic term 
Orvietan is no longer used, but it is interesting to note that 
this old name treacle or theriac has not as yet become en- 
tirely obsolete. Still, I find among pharmacists a difference of 
opinion as to the meaning of the term. Some claim that treacle 
implies simply molasses, others that it applies to a kind of 
confection of opium. The fact is, the term treacle is applied 
to at least three or four different things. First to syrup ob- 
tained in refining sugar, but distinguished from molasses. The 


1 Read at the 1903 meeting of the Kansas Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation. 
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term molasses is often loosely applied, however, to this syrup. 
Second, the evaporated juices of certain plants, as the sap of 
the birch, is also called treacle. But the medicinal treacle is 
a confection or electuary of various ingredients considered as 
an antidote for poisons. The ancient Venice treacle was a 
common name for a supposed antidote against all poisons. 

In the composition of the treacles there was always present 
numerous aromatics and pungent substances; hence we have 
common botanical names living, such as the following: Treacle 
mustard, applied to several plants of the mustard family; 
treacle worm-seed (Erysium chiranthoides), also of the mus- 
tard family; treacle wort, the penny cress. The French word 
Theriaque applies to a treacle antidote against bite of venomous 
animals which contains opium, a preparation which is the an- 
cestor of our very simple confection of opium. The present 
Mexican Pharmacopeia contains the following: 


Triaca Theriaca.. 


OF EEE OT OE EEE eT Ee 40 
A: css a peduy ACCEREo ees iN howe cae ewe 20 
tase Rasch ee bcr cass cane cane hee 20 
OE re rr re ren ar ae 
Co re rr ee 20 
SE 65 bicc bb War poh x ckieaewn swonuyame 20 
ee eg eS ame re oe 20 
Es S80 dak sendin b ON See Dasher e wees 10 
nach sb Ckaaea gus hie wes bosen aoe 10 
CR PEGA wes pec bins Seo e bee eae oe 10 
Pe A 6 ob 6 vies cr. a aes cae eek 10 


Mix these powders with moderately warm honey, 720 parts, 
and add sherry wine, 40 parts. The mixture contains approxi- 
mately 1 per cent. of opium. 

This preparation is doubtless a lineal descendent of the 
“ Electuaire Theriacal ” of the French Pharmacopeia of earlier 
date. The recent French Codex, page 388, contains a formula 
for this preparation, which consists of 56 ingredients, many 
of them being unfamiliar to American pharmacy, but we find 
crude opium contained in it to the extent of over 1 per cent. 
and a very large number of aromatics of different classes; nu- 
merous bitters, among which is the white agaric. Among the 
resins we find olibanum, opoponax and benzoin. Not least 
surprising among the ingredients, we also find a small per- 
centage of asphaltum. 


LETTERS FROM A RETIRED DRUGGIST 
TO HIS NEPHEW.—IV. 


From Can A. DENSIS, A RETIRED DRUGGIST, OF CINCINNATI, O., WHO 
HAS MADE A ForTUNE OUT OF DeNSIS’ WONDERFUL ASTHMA CURE. 
TO His NEPHEW IN WHEELING, W. VA. 


(With Apologics to Mr. Lorimer and his Mr. Graham.) 


Dear John:—1 am glad to hear that you get one afternoon 
a week off, and your manager is very wise in giving it to you. 
I believe that a good, healthy boy has a certain amount of 
mischief and play in him which is bound to come out, and if 
you give him a definite time in which to have it out, it will 
come out and he will work the remainder of the time. If you 
don’t, it will simmer out while he is at work, with the result 
that the two will get sort of mixed together, until the boy 
won’t amount to anything for either work or play. Remember 
that when your play time is over you must work, 4nd work 
hard. Don’t for a moment get it into your head that you are 
working only for the boss, for the principal result of your work 
now is to lay the foundation for your own future, and you 
should be looking to that part a whole lot more than you are 
to see whether you are doing a dollar and five cents’ worth for 
the boss for every dollar he gives you. With most boys 
I have seen their employers deserved five or six hundred per 
cent. on the investment, simply for the bother of having them 
around. 

I hope you are paying due attention to the little things con- 
nected with the drug business; for example, the tieing up of 
packages. If I were you I would try to spend half an hour 


each day during the next month in practicing tieing up pack- 
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ages of all shapes and sizes, and containing all kinds of ma- 
terials. If you do, it will be experience for which you will 
always be thankful, and that’s something you won’t be able to 
say of all your experiences. 


LABEL WRITING. 


If your letters to me are a fair example of your penman- 
ship, I don’t imagine it would make much of a mantel orna- 
ment when placed upon the label of some of your customers’ 
purchases. To be sure, there have been lots of famous and 
wealthy men who could hardly make their mark, let alone 
write intelligibly; and I don’t mean to say that they would 
have been any more successful if they had been able to make 
free-hand flourishes, or draw pictures of birds and hands across 
the sea, without lifting their pens from the paper, but they 
probably didn’t have your opportunity to learn. The best sort 
of label writing is a kind of backhand print. 

Rule off a lot of blank spaces on plain paper—the same 
size as the average label—and practice on these at odd times 
until you not only learn how to make each letter well, but, 
what is even more important, have it done so that when fin- 
ished the writing will look well balanced and be in good pro- 
portion. 

I have several times spoken to you about being careful to 
learn-all the many little points of politeness in waiting upon 
your customers. While there are many people who will not 
notice these things when you are practicing them, there are 
a great many people who will notice it if you don’t practice 
them. And that brings me to another thing that I want to 
speak to you about. Since you have been in the drug store 
just about long enough to wear off your first feeling of timidity 
and bashfulness and to learn a smattering about the stock, 
you are very liable to want to wait on customers all the time, 
and that is not a good thing for the store. You see the cus- 
tomers know that you are but a beginner, and they naturally 
conclude that you don’t know much about the business and 
are liable to make mistakes—a conclusion, by the way, which 
is oftentimes not far wrong. I call your attention to this be- 
cause some people are so timid about this that they are even 
afraid to buy a bottle of Hood’s from a boy for fear he will 
ring in a new “ Anti-Tired ” on them. Such people may not say 
anything, but they are very liable to go elsewhere after they 
have learned that the new boy is permitted fo do most of the 
clerking at a certain store. I know this is not altogether your 
fault, for the clerks somehow get into the habit of hanging 
back, and you are anxious to learn and show off as well, and 
therefore always willing te go ahead; but if you will hang 
back just a little you will learn it all in due time, and still not 
risk driving ,anybody from the store. 

FIRST LOVE. 

You have now about reached that stage where you are 
going through your first love experience, and no doubt it ap- 
pears to you to be a very serious one and you have made up 
your mind that she is the only girl you will ever marry. It’s 
right for you to think so now, for it won’t be very long until 
another will come along who will be so far ahead of this one 
that you will wonder what you ever saw in her, for while 
Cupid may shoot darts all right, I would like to bet that he 
shoots them from a Gatling gun and puts a larger charge 
behind each succeeding dart. 

There is no need to worry, however, about your present 
passion, for you will get over it safely; but you want to re- 
member that you are not to let it interfere with your work. 
You must not be so busy watching for her to pass that you 
will break things, or so engaged in thinking of what she said 
in her last note that you will put nine parts of pepsin and one 
of sugar of milk together to make saccharated pepsin, because 
if you display any of those symptoms it is a pretty sure sign 
that, while you may be quite a success as a love maker, you 
are not of much account in the store, and the fellow who don’t 
think of business before love these days will find out before 
long that he has neither business nor love to think of. 

Yours very truly, 





Can A. DENSIS. 
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SOME NEW METRIC EQUIVALENTS. 
By C. S. N. HALLBERG, 
Directer National Institute of Pharmacy, Chicago. 


Despite the fact that the metric system has been official for 
over 20 years, 1t is far from being generally accepted. And yet 
it cannot but be said that it is making progress, if slowly. 

During ail these years the decimal system has been receiv- 
ing recruits annually from several thousand students of phar- 
macy, and from an even greater number of medical students. 
During the last decade it lins been taught in the principal 
medical colleges, and of late years the system is employed in 
the leading medical journals and all important medical text- 
books. It is largely, though for obvious reasons not exclusive- 
ly, used in the leading pharmaceutical journals, in the annual 
reports of the proceedings of the American Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation and in the text-books on pharmacy. It is the system 
of the last revised edition of the National Formulary and of the 
commentaries of the Pharmacopeia—the dispensatories—with 
the addition of alternative quantities in the customary weights 
and measures. Besides, it is the only system employed in 
studying chemistry, and is the accepted quantitative expression 
in all the sciences universally. 


PRO AND CON. 


It would seem that the campaign conducted during this long 
period in all medical branches should have forced a greater and 
more widely extended acceptance of the system in actual prac- 
tice than is really the case. The experience and observation of 
students for many years have demonstrated that when once a 
youth has mastered the system, through working with it daily 
for several months, he is loath to change it for the old sys- 
tem. The rythmic decimal proportions prove so simple as to be 
almost fascinating, their adaptation to the facile and concise 
expression “per cent.” and “ per mille” and the rational con- 
cordance with the decimal monetary system, make indeed of the 
old hodge-podge collection—drachms and ounces—a_ tainted 
memory. And yet we have to come back to them because of 
the inertia of trade custom and because of the grain and 
minim. The grain and minim, though notoriously immensurate, 
are the saving media of the old system, and the absence of any 
corresponding units in the metric system is what has pre- 
vented its more general acceptance in medicine, because of their 
well-nigh indispensability in dosage. This could easily have 
been overcome if a metric grain and a metric minim had been 
devised, as has been often recommended. 


THE TRADE OBSTRUCTIONS. 


Medical graduates familiar with the metric system find, on 
entering practice, that nearly all unofficial articles are based 
on the old system, and the dosage on the grain, minim or 
drachm. Especially is this the case in hospital and dispensary 
practice, and they soon become discouraged and float with the 
tide. In a few years they are in a rut and forget the system 
of their earlier teaching. Only the specialist will adhere to the 
system, because the percentage expression is to him invaluable, 
and besides it is the system of all foreign literature. 

The pharmacist also meets these obstructions of commercial 
convenience on every hand. The goods must be bought by the 
pound or pint, sometimes indiscriminately; the quantities of 
liquids must usually be adjusted to nonmetric containers, and 
metric weights and measures are not always accessible. If the 
“honest” relation of metric weights and measures were once 
appreciated, it would seem that careful buyers would demand 
that goods be sold by the liter or kilo, or metric pint or pound, 
instead of by the shifting avoirdupois, apothecaries’ and liquid 
measures. 


EQUIVALENTS. 


These conditions, however, have forced the pharmacist to 
the makeshift of employing equivalents in the customary 
weights and measures for the metric quantities of the Pharma- 
copia in thé making of preparations. The manner in which 
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these are usually inserted in the text is often confusing and an- 
noying, and the quantities are seldom convenient. 

Believing that a table giving the exact equivalents in a form 
convenient for ready reference would be desirable, the following 
has been devised: 

TABLE SHOWING EQUIVALENTS 


In customary Weights and Measures for Metric proportions. 
-—— -Grains. 





‘ 


1,000 1 oz. 1 Ib. Av. Grains. Minims. 1,000 

Gm.ece.  Apoth. 453 Grm. 1 pt., 16 fl. 02., 473 ce. Gm. ce. 
1 b 7 7.3 7.6 

2 14 15.4 2 

3 1% 21 23 3 

+ 2 28 30.8 4 

5 2 35 38.4 5 

10 5 70 76.8 10 

20 lv 140 153.6 20 

30 15 210 230.4 30 

40 20 280 307 40 

50 24 350 384 50 

av. OZ. grs fl. oz. min. 

100 48 1 262 1 288 100 

200 96 3 87 3 96 200 

200 144 4 350 4 384 300 

400 192 6- 175 6 192 400 

500 240 8 a's 8 Wary 500 





This table may be broken—that is, such portions as may be 
required for the percentage quantities of a special class of prep- 
arations may be indicated at the bottom of the pages of the U. 
S. P.; for example, thus: 

PROPORTION LINES. 
For tinctures— 


Gm. in 1,000 ec..... 20 50 100 150 200 
BOE TD PRG 6 cccicese ss 146 365 lozav. 202z.ax. 302 av. 
grs. grs. 292 grs. 220grs. 148 grs. 
For spirits— 
et OR re 1 10 50 100 200 
3 ak a ears 7.68 76.8 384 1 fl.oz. 3 fl. ozs. 
min, min. min. 288 min. 96 min. 
lor powders— 
i 3 2 Sererer rere eta 1 2 3 5 10 15 20 30 
For 1 oz. Apoth. grs.......5 10 15 24 48 72 96 144 grs. 
lor ointments—- 
Gm. in 1,000 Gm.10 20 50 100 150 200 300 
For 1 pound Av. .70 140 350 lozav. 202. 3 0Zz. 4 oz. 


ers. girs. grs. 262 grs. 174 grs. 87 grs. 350 grs. 


So long as metric weights, measures and containers are not 
generally accessible, metric quantities are usually not desired, 
but prepared in the quantities for different classes of prepara- 
tions as above indicated. For such these specimen “ Proportion 
Lines ” will be of convenience, and will also be of value as con- 
stant reminders of metric equivalents. 

For smaller quantities, such as prescription mixtures and 
especially percentage solutions, the use of equivalents is not 
recommended. Metric weights and measures are here so great 
a convenience that any pharmacist who tries to work without 
them is blind to his own interest, and cannot expect the sup- 
port of the medical prescriber. 





Exodin, A New Purgative. 

Exodin, the diacetylrutigallicacidtetramethylether, is a yel- 
low powder, melting at 180 to 190 degrees C. It is odorless 
and tasteless, insoluble in water and with @difficulty dissolved 
in alcohol. Prof. Wilhelm Ebstein has experimented with it 
for a year or more in the University of Géttingen and in his 
private clinic, as well as in consulting practice, and with most 
gratifying success. 

Exodin is marketed in the form of 7\4-grain tablets, which 
are tasteless and odorless. One tablet is enough for children. 
Adults take from one to three tablets; two, however, are 
usually sufficient to produce one or several mushy stools within 
8 to 12 hours. The tablets should be allowed to disintegrate in 
a suitable quantity of water, and the mixture drunk under 
constant stirring with a spoon. Any exodin remaining in the 
glass should be rinsed down with additional water. This 
method insures the introduction of the remedy into the stomach 
in the finest possible state of subdivision. 


PEROXIDE DENTIFRICE. 


Calcium carbonate. precipitated............cceeeeeeeee 25 

Castile soap, powdered. .... 0. ccccccccccccccccccscccce 5 

Soke dioxide, (0f each equa! parts, enough to make a paste. 
Perfume with oil of peppermint. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading ‘articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





Scabiol is a vew antiseptic substance for use in scabies. 
It presents the appearance of a reddish-brown, odorless fluid, 
of the consistency of water, and its chief ingredients are styrax, 
alcohol and soap. The advantages of this new substance are 
that it does not soil the linen nor irritate the skin. It is also 
inexpensive. 


Tincture of Arnica, a Bad Skin Stimulant.—Tincture of 
arnica, which, unfortunately, is still popular with ladies, and 
the butter-like oil of arnica-blossoms which it contains in very 
small quantity, and which has not yet been examined chem- 
ically, are the worst of all skin stimulants. Hebra has cau- 
tioned against their use in emphatic language, as they fre- 
quently produce severe inflammation of the skin.—Prof. R. 
Kobert. 


Eumydrin is a new mydriatic, which is prepared by con- 
verting atropine into a quaternary base. It is said that eumy- 
drin by this process loses the action of atropine upon the 
nervous system, while it retains its action on the peripheral 
nerves of the pupils of the eye. The new drug is said to be 
fifty times less poisonous than atropine. In spite of this, 1.1 
milligrammes of eumydrin contains as much atropine as 1 
milligramme of atropine. 


Safrol, Dangerously Irritant to the Kidneys.—Among the 
thirst quenching and appetite stimulating beverages, which, 
cooled in ice, are sold in summer in the United States very 
generally at the street corners, and also by chemists, not a few 
contain safrol, which belongs to the essential oils. We phar- 
macologists cannot caution sufficiently strongly against the 
possible introduction of this mischief in Europe, for safrol, 
even greatly diluted, is a powerful and dangerous irritant for 
the kidneys, which may no doubt be prescribed medicinally, but 
should never be taken ad libitum as a condiment.—Prof. R. 
Kobert. 


The Preparation of Bismuth Lactate.—According to the 
Pharmazeutische Post (Phar. Jour.), the Appendix to the Dutch 
Pharmacopeia gives the following process for the preparation 
of bismuth lactate. Bismuth nitrate, 6, is treated with a mix- 
ture of solution of ammonia, 5, and water, 10; after standing, 
the supernatant liquid is decanted and the precipitate washed. 
When fre« from salts it is treated with lactic acid, 5, and 
the resulting solution filtered into alcohol, 95-96 per cent., 10. 
The precipitate thus obtained is collected, washed with alcohol 
and dried. It should yield from 55 to 59 per cent. of bismuth 
oxide when incinerated with the aid of ammonium nitrate. 


Javelle Water in Testing Antipyrin and Salophen.—Ac- 
cording to a note in the Pharmaceutische Centralhalle (Decem- 
ber 17, 1903), an odor of bitter almonds replaces the odor of 
chlorine if Javelle water be boiled with antipyrin. On shak- 
ing antipyrin with chlorine water, the color and odor of chlorine 
disappear and a white precipitate appears. If 1 decigramme 
of salophen be boiled with 2 Cc. of sodium hydrate, and if on 
cooling 5 Ce. of sodium hydrate be added, there will appear 
immediately a brilliant green color, which soon is changed to 
brown. On saturating the green or brown solution with con- 
centrated mineral acid, it assumes a scarlet-red color, and 
gradually pales to orange red. 


A Dark Colored Raspberry Syrup may be obtained by a 
simple modification of the ordinary method of preparing it. 
According to the Konserven Zeitung (1903, p. 428), this is best 
accomplished by adding sugar in layers to the crushed rasp- 
berries while they ferment. The ethyl alcohol which forms 
during this fermentation iftcreases the amount of coloring mat- 
ter which goes into solution. The syrup should not be boiled 
over the free fire, but should be heated by means of super- 
heated steam, in order to avoid the formation of caramel. 


The sugar used should be perfectly free from ultramarine blue 
and from lime, as both these impurities affect the color of rasp- 
berry syrup. 


Cerolin is the purgative principle of yeast, which has been 
recently isolated by Roos and Hinsberg (Muenchener medi- 
cinische Wochenschrift, Nos. 28 and 29, 1903). For this pur- 
pose they extracted yeast with alcohol, dissolved the residue of 
evaporation in alkali, extracted it with ether, and precipitated 
the watery alkaline solution with calcium chloride. Pills which 
were prepared from the voluminous precipitate produced a 
marked purgative effect. On further purification the authors 
obtained a mixture of fatty acids, which they call cerolin, a 
fatty substance present in yeast to the extent of about 3 per 
cent. This substance, even in small doses of 9.1 to 0.2 gramme, 
three times daily, in pills, acts promptly and painlessly as a 
eathartic. It is also said to be useful in the treatment of 
furuncles and other skin diseases, when given internally in pill 
form. 


Action of Light and Alkalies Upon Santonin.—Francesconi 
and Maggi found that when santonin was exposed to light for 
two months in a solution of one molecule of santonin in 1,206 
Cm. of water containing three molecules of potassium hydrate, 
it was transformed into photosantoninic acid (C,H,,0,). The 
authors have prepared a certain number of derivatives of this 
acid. They then exposed to sunlight and potassium hydrate, or 
hydrochloric acid, certain derivatives of santonin, and found 
that the effects varied with the reagent used and the concen- 
tration of the reagent. Thus, if the experiment above cited be 
conducted with the addition of only two molecules of potassium, 
only two-thirds of the santonin will be transformed into photo- 
santoninic acid. With only one molecule of potassium, half 
the santonin will remain undissolved and the other half will 
give, not photosantoninic acid, but photosantonic acid (C,,;H..0;). 


Action of Heat on Pepsin.—Harlay has shown that dry 
pepsin preserves its fermentative action even when dried at 
100 or 120 degrees C., while solutions of this substance lose 
their digestive powers when heated to 60 degrees C. Disdier 
(Journal de Pharmacie et de Chimie, December 15, 1903) found 
that pepsin loses power when in contact with a “ physiological ” 
solution of hydrochloric acid at 50 degrees C., in proportion to 
the time ofscontact, and concludes that in digesting a substance 
with pepsin we should not add the pepsin to the hydrochloric 
acid solution until the latter has reached that temperature at 
which we wish to conduct the digestion. As regards the 
amount of hydrochloric acid which is best for pepsin digestion, 
Disdier has found that a solution of 1.5 parts per 1,000 is the 
most advantageous. _With a solution of 3 parts per 1,000, the 
digestion is twice as slow as with the weaker solution. The 
higher the acidity, the slower the digestion. 


Synthetic Aperients.—Following the isolation of active 
purgative principles, such as émodin from natural drugs—e. ¢., 
rhubarb—and the proof of their anthra-quinone type of struc- 
ture, the artificial production of such compounds for thera- 
peutic use was but a natural step. One of these, named “ Exo- 
din,” introduced by the Schering Company, has been tested by 
Ebstein (Deutsch. med. Woch.; Ap. Z., 1904, 16), who places 
it upon the same level as “ Emodin” and “ Purgatin.” It is an 
oxyanthraquinone derivative, its chemical title being diacety]- 
rufigallic-tetramethylether ; in water it is quite insoluble, in 
alcohol soluble with difficulty, has no taste or smell, and melts 
at 180 to 190 degrees C. The dose is 0.5 grm. for a child and 
1 to 15 grm. for an adult; action follows in from eight to 
12 hours. It is of interest to note that the three closely allied 
compounds—rufigallic acid, rufigallic tetramethylether and 
acetylrufigallic acid—have little or no action. 
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Purification of Castor Oil.—Majert (Répertoire de Phar- 
macie, January 10, 1904) has obtained a German patent for a 
method of purifying castor oil. This method consists in treat- 
ing crude castor oil with an alcoholic solution of alkalies and 
separating the soaps formed by means of ethyl alcohol, methyl] 
alcohol, or by acetone or water. For example, take 100 kilo- 
grammes of castor oil, with an index of acidity of 12, and to 
this 2 kilogrammes of soda and ammonia dissolved in 100 kilo- 
grammes of castor oil are added. The mixture is then shaken 
and allowed to stand. The mixture separates into two layers, 
the upper of oil and the lower of soap and alcohol. The oily 
layer is washed with alcohol at 40 to 50 degrees C., until a 
sample of the oil no longer emulsifies when shaken with water. 
The oil is then washed for a long time in hot water. If the 
extraction liquids do not contain any aldehydes, the purified 
product is a beautiful thick and clear oil, devoid of odor and 
taste. 


Digitalis Leaves in Compressed Tablets.—In view of the 
great tendency of digitalis leaves to change and so to modify the 
action of their ingredients on exposure to the air, Kobert has 
recently suggested that the leaves be dried in vacuo, incorpo- 
rated with an inert material, like sugar of milk, and com- 
pressed into tablets. Gum acacia must not be used, inasmuch 
as it contains oxydases which would alter the dried digitalis. 
The tablets should then be wrapped in papers which are im- 
pervious to air and water. This process has been tried re- 
cently by Siebert and Ziegenbein, of Marburg (Pharmaceu- 
tische Zeitung, September 19, 1903). These authors have pre- 
pared two forms of dried digitalis leaves in tablets. One form 
represents a certain amount of standard digitalis infusion in 
tablet form, which can be employed for making infusions when 
needed in prescription work. The other form represents a cer- 
tain definite dose of dried digitalis leaves in tablet form. In 
both cases the drug is incorporated with perfectly soluble, inert 
materials. 


False Calisaya Bark.—Caesar & Loretz, in their annual 
report, dated September, 1903, speak of a variety of calisaya 
bark which, they claim, is inactive, and is used only for the 
purpose of adulteration. Goeller investigated a sample of this 
bark (Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, January 14, 1904), and 
gives the following data concerning it: The outer surface of 
the bark is almost uniformly reddish brown in color and shows 
no rough areas. The inner surface is brown, with deep fissures 
and thick stripes. The bark breaks with long splinters. On 
section it shows about the same appearance as the official bark. 
The bast-fibers usually run in simple radial series; the bark 
is almost exclusively secondary, the primary portion having 
been removed. A noteworthy feature is the large number of 
starch granules, the amount of which is variable in calisaya 
barks. As regards the origin of the sample of bark sub- 
mitted, it is probable that it is derived from an older genera- 
tion of cinchona scrobiculata, the bast-plates of which were 
formerly sold instead of cinchona calisaya. 


Bornyval.—Siedler (Pharmaceutische Zeitung, September 
23, 1903) says that the active principle of valerian is not, as 
has been supposed, valerianic acid, but the essential oil of 
valerian. According to Gerock, this substance contains the ter- 
penes and borneolic ethers of valerianic acid. The following 
composition of this oi] has been given: 


Isovalerianic ether of borneol..........: 9.54 
Butyrie ether Of DOTKGOl. 62.666 0es veecee 1.07 
ES I OT er eee ree 0.96 
OS EE Pera er 1.98 
INES 6 057045 545 Ca has CoN Ke ee ablag to 87.35 


Siedler considers the isovalerianic ether of borneol as the 
active principle which is most important in the oil of valerian. 
This substancé has been prepared synthetically under the name 
of bornyval. It is a yellowish liquid, with an odor closely re- 
Sembling that of valerian. It is soluble in alcohol and ether, 
insoluble in water, and boils at 250 to 260 degrees C. It is in- 
tended to replace valerian and its preparations in nervous af- 
fections. It has some analogy with val¥l or the diethylamide 
of valerianic acid. 


Tests for Cod Liver Oil.—Causse (Comptes Rendus de 
L’ Académie des Sciences, November 2, 1903), in a recent article, 
summarizes the methods most available for the detection of 
admixtures to cod liver oil. In the first place, the following 
tests should be applied: (1) A reddish violet color, passing 
into brown on mixing one drop of cod liver oil, twenty drops of 
carbon disulphide and one drop of concentrated sulphuric acid; 
(2) a pink color, changing to lemon yellow on the addition of 
three drops of nitric acid to fifteen drops of oil. The other tests 
used in the examination of oils are not all applicable in prac- 
tice to the detection of impurities in cod liver oil. Thus, the 
specific gravity test is not of great value, as other oils, such as 
whale oil, etc., show about the same specific gravity as does cod 
liver oil. For the same reason the iodine-index and the saponifi- 
cation-index are of comparatively little value. The indication 
of the oleorefractometer is of some value. Cod liver oil shows 
a refraction of from 42 to 53 degrees, while other oils, such as 
whale oil, fish oil, ete, show a refraction not exceeding 37 
degrees. The elevation of temperature observed in ¢od liver 
oil on the addition of sulphuric acid is so similar to that seen 
in other oils that it is of no value in detecing adulterations. 

Linden Flowers.—Carles publishes (Répertoire de Phar- 
macie, January 10, 1904) an interesting review of our knowl- 
edge concerning linden fllowers. These flowers are used ex- 
tensively in European countries, and also in some parts of 
America, as a domestic remedy, with agreeable anodyne prop- 
erties. The flowers are remarkable in the fresh state for the 
large amount of mucilage which they contain, and for the 
considerable quantity of oxydase which is found in them. 
The also contain an appreciable amount of manganese, the 
amount, even in a cupful of infusion, being a fair dose. It is 
possible that the oxydase and the manganese which the linden 
flowers contain are the sources of the antispasmodic action 
of this popular remedy. The oxydase certainly plays an im- 
portant role in the development of the aromatic properties of 
the flowers when they are dried. This is shown by the fact 
that sterilization by heating to 100 degrees C. destroys the 
aroma of the flowers and spoils their appearance, as the process 
of sterilization destroys the oxydase. As this oxydase is in- 
jured both by sunlight and heat, it is well to dry the flowers 
in a dark place. Flowers so dried have not only a better ap- 
pearance, but also much more marked pharmacologic properties. 

The Preparation of Mercuric Carbolate.—Hirschsohn calls 
attention to the fact that a very different appearance may be 
,obtained in the preparation of mercuric carbolate, according 
to the concentration of the solutions employed and the exact 
method of procedure. It is interesting to know what process 
should be employed in order to bbtain a perfectly uniform prod- 
uct. After a series of researches, the author came to the con- 
clusion that the following method would give the best and 
most uniform results (Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, Decem- 
ber 31, 1903) : Twenty grammes of carbolic acid and 8 grammes 
of sodium hydroxide are dissolved in 40 Ce. of distilled water, 
and are mixed with a solution of 27 grammes of mercuric 
chloride in 600 Ce. of water. After the mixture has been 
allowed to cool, it is decanted and washed until the wash water 
does not show any traces of chlorine. The preparation is then 
dried in the oven at moderate heat or at room temperature. 
The mercuric carbolate thus obtained is perfectly colorless, and 
dissolves on boiling with 10 per cent. sodium hydrate solution 
in the form of a perfectly clear and colorless solution. A solu- 
tion of hydrochloric acid also dissolves it perfectly. The mix- 
ture contains about 66 per cent. of mercury. 

Radio-Activity of Human Body.—Charpentier finds that 
the lower animals emit “n” rays like the human subject. 
These rays affect all forms of phosphorescence, including that 
of the phosphorescent bacteria Photobacterium phosporescens 
and Phosphobacterium italicum. Although the emission of 
“n” rays from inanimate solids generally occurs when such 
solids are subjected to mechanical stress, no increase of activity 
was observed in living human muscle during contraction, but 
the points of insertion of the muscles and the osseous tissues 
strained by the tendons “ glow clearly under the influence of 
muscular activity.” Compression of a nerve, on the other 
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hand, augments its radio-activity for a time. The instrument 
employed to detect these mysterious emanations is extremely 
simple, being merely a narrow leaden tube containing a cork 
diaphragm and a disc of luminous calcium sulphide. If such 
a tube be placed on the left side of the head over that portion 
of the brain which holds the nerve center governing speech, the 
fluorescent disc will glow with increased brilliancy if the per- 
son experimented upon makes use of the organ in question, 
and the author believes that even unexpressed thought causes 
emission of rays. Here a most absorbing field of research 
presents itself.—British and Colonial Druggist. 

Copraol: A New Suppository Basis.—A purified, odorless 
and tasteless coco-nut oil has been introduced in Germany as 
a substitute for cacao butter as a basis for suppositories and 
pessaries. (Phar. Zeit., through Phar. Jour.) It is claimed to 
be superior to thai substance for the purpose, and has a slight- 
ly higher melting point. It may be incorporated with as much 
as 50 per cent. of an aqueous solution by shaking during cool 
ing, the mixture being transferred to the molds when just pour- 
able. In summer. suppositories may be made with it without 
the use of ice for cooling. It is recommended to be melted in a 
flask by standing in hot water, then shaken with the medica- 
ment, and poured into the molds in the usual manner. It sets 
to a firm mass much more quickly than cacao butter, and artifi- 
cial cooling is only necessary, in the hight of summer, when 
the mass contains 30 to 40 per cent. of glycerin or ichthyol, or a 
similar fluid. Soluble salts should be dissolved in water and 
then shaken with the melted copraol; insoluble substances, in 
fine powder, are merely suspended in it, being previously 
rubbed down with a little of the copraol in shavings. Tannin 
should not be dissolved in water previous to mixing, since it is 
then apt to form a viscous, separating mass. As a rule, a batch 
of suppositories may be made in 10 to 20 minutes when copraol 
is used. 

Composition of the Yolk of Egg.—WLaves and Grohmann 
(Pharmaceutical Zeitung, 1903, page 814) publish a study of 
the chemistry of the yolk of egg, which is interesting on account 
of the recent introduction of lecithin into therapeutics. Accord- 
ing to these authors, the yolk of egg contains from 51 to 53 per 
cent. of water, and the residue, on drying, is formed of 33 
per cent. of proteids, 64 per cent. of substances soluble in ether 
and 2 or 3 per cent. of mineral substances. The yolk of egg 
also contains small amounts of sugar and cerebrin, both free 
and in combination with lecithin in the shape of protagon. The 
presence of glucose has not been noted by the authors, whe 
have previously studied the yolk of egg. The portion which 
is soluble in ether consists of fats, lecithin, cholesterin, coloring 
matters, and products of decomposition of these various con- 
stituents. The mixture of fats constitutes egg oil, which is a 
yellow oil that solidifies partly in the cold, and contains color- 
ing matters, lecithin and cholesterin. It varies considerably 
in appearance, according as the oil has been obtained by ex- 
pression or by solution by means of. an appropriate solvent. 
It is said that the oil of egg is composed of palmitin, stearin 
and olein. The percentage of olein, according to the iodin- 
index, onght to be over 75 per cent.; but Laves has found that 
the oil of egg contains a series of glycerides of the fatty acids 
which have an index which is much higher than that of oleic 
acid. The proportion of cholesterin in yolk of egg is not less 
than 0.6 per cent. Next to the oil, the most important con- 
stituent of the ethereal extract is lecithin. The latter appears 
partly free and partly in combination with the proteids. 

A Method of Testing Glycerin with lodic Acid.—Chaumeil 
has recently (Repertoire de Pharmacie, 1903, p. 447) applied 
the following method in testing glycerin: The test de- 
pends upon the fact that glycerin is converted into carbonic 
acid on the addition of hydriodic acid in the presence of sul- 
phuric acid. One part of iodine corresponds to 0.2587 part of 
glycerin. The amount of glycerin in a solution or mixture may 
be determined, therefore, by multiplying the number of Cc. of 
a decinormal solution of sodium thiosulphate, employed to com- 
bine with the free iodine, by the factor 0.2587. In employing 
this method, we must distinguish whether the glycerin was 
pure or whether it contained substances such as chlorides, 


which also liberate iodine from hydriodic acid. If the former 
is the case, 10 Gm. of glycerin should be dissolved in 1 liter of 
distilled water, and 10 Cc. of the mixture should be placed in 
Mohr’s apparatus for the determination of iodine. To this are 
immediately added 25 Ce. of a 20 per cent. solution of hydri- 
odic acid and 50 Ce. of sulphuric acid, as well as a piece of 
marble. The condensation vessel which is to be cooled is 
charged with a 20 per cent. potassium iodide solution. The 
mixture is cooled after the contents of the flask have been 
decolorized, and 25 Cec. of water are added. The fluid again 
turns brown, and is again distilled after the solution of potas- 
sium iodide has been renewed. The process is repeated once 
more, and the iodine and potassium iodide solutions are added 
and titrated with sodium thiosulphate solution. The three- 
fold additions of water are necessary in order to saponify the 
sulphuric acid esters of glycerin which have formed, and in 
order to oxidize the free glycerin that results. 

Glycerin which contains chlorides can also liberate iodine 
from hydriodic acid. In such cases the chlorides must be first 
determined by titration with silver nitrate solution, and the 
amount of decinormal silver nitrate used should be multiplied 
by the factor 1.2. The result should be subtracted from the 
number of Ce. of sodium thiosulphate used in again combining 
the iodine. The results with this method are said to be much 
better than those obtained with the potassium chromate method. 
The method of Chaumeil may also be used in the examination 
of glycerophosphates in solution. It is especially interesting to 
pharmacists on account of its availability for examining the 
amount of glycerin in fluid extracts and wines. 


Menthol and Quinine Sulphate in Mixtures.—Pégurier 
(Répertoire de Pharmacie, January 10, 1904) gives some prac- 
tical hints as to the method of handling menthol and quinine 
sulphate when prescribed in mixtures. Menthol is rarely pre- 
scribed in mixtures, on account of its insolubility in aqueous 
media. Recently Cresantiges tried to overcome this difficulty 
by suspending menthol in an emulsion of quillaja. Procadet 
noted, however, that the tincture of quillaja is open to objection, 
on account of the presence of sapotoxin, and proposed the re- 
placement of quillaja by a 5 per cent. tincture of sarsaparilla, 
which possesses about the same emulsifying properties. This 
tincture must be specially prepared for this purpose by macerat- 
ing 1 part of sarsaparilla in 3 parts of 80 per cent. alcohol. 
Pégurier thinks that the addition of either quillaja or sarsa- 
parilla is a needless complication, and points out that the 
amount of alcohol in the tincture of sarsaparilla is alone suf- 
ficient to hold the prescribed amount of menthol in solution. 
Besides, menthol is usually prescribed in solution for the pur- 
pose of gombating vomiting, and it is very difficult to elim- 
inate, in the formula suggested, the emetic properties of sar- 
saparilla. Another very bad feature of these methods of com- 
pounding is that they cannot be adopted without the physi- 
cian’s special consent in each case, and that, unless this be 
done, the patient is apt to get a different preparation in dif- 
ferent pharmacies. Pégurier thinks that it is best to keep the 
menthol in whatever medium it is prescribed, but to suspend 
it therein, if need be, by means of a little acacia. The 
following formula may be used: 

Sh SERS Sis 0 cecdevstctuws cok 0.03 to 0.05 Gm. 
DECADE GOW 666 6b 5 Keae ork Os 120 Gm. 
Mix. Label: A tablespoonful as needed. 

The mixture is, of course, to be shaken before using. 

As regards quinine, the pharmacist is often justified in 
using an acid in order to effect the solution of this drug in a 
mixture, even when the physician has omitted to prescribe any 
acid. Yet this is really an unjustified liberty, as a part of the 
quinine will be dissolved in the stomach, thanks to the acid in 
the gastric juice, and a solution of quinine is very much more 
bitter than a mixture in which the drug is heid in suspension. 
In such cases the quinine should be suspended in the mixture, 
with the aid of a little mucilage, if need be, unless, of course, 
the physician orders an appropriate vehicle. A good rule to 
follow is that the simplest method is usually the best in dis- 
pensing, and that it is not advisable to depart too much from 
the original prescription. 
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[From Drugs, Oils and Paints, Philadelphia.) 


A DESIRABLE FORM OF RECIPROCITY. 

In our last issue we discussed briefly, in connection with 
the New York Paint, Oil and Varnish Club’s recommendations 
anent the Cuban trade-mark laws, the inequitable provisions 
of foreign patent laws as compared with our own. 

In this connection the appeal of the National Association 
of Retail Druggists to President Roosevelt is interesting and 
instructive. The appeai, together with Commissioner of Pat- 
ents Allen’s answer thereto and editorial comments thereon, 
may be found in the AMERICAN Druaoist for October 26, 1903. 

Briefly stated, the druggists object to the existing laws be- 
cause they give monopolies “in the drug itself, thereby 
stifling invention and encouraging exorbitant prices;” “ too 
liberal concessions to foreigners *"—most foreign countries do 
not grant patents on medicinal preparations, though a few 
grant protection to the process of manufacture; other coun- 
tries require that the patented article shall be made at home, 
but the American law allows patents on articles produced 
abroad. The laxity of the laws, in allowing patents without 
sufficient investigation of the supposed merit of the invention, 
is objected to. The trade-mark law is claimed to ve defective 
in protecting the name of the article patented, thus perpetuat- 
ing the monopoly granted by the patent. 

The remedies asked for are as follows: 

First. That adequate time be given to investigate the merits 
claimed by the inventor, so as to demonstrate that it is novel and there- 
by confers additional good on the community at large. 

Second. Patents should be granted on the process only—not on the 
product. 

Third. Articles made according to the process patented must be 
inanufactured in this country. 

Fourth. No foreigner to be granted greater privileges in this coun- 
try than are given to him in his own. 

S an alternative for second, we desire that the revised patent laws 
forbid the granting of ‘etters-patent on medicines, as that term is 
understood in the art © \ealing. 

The remedies desired as to trade-marks are as follows: 


(A) No trade-mark be granted on a name or combination of names, 
coined or otherwise. 

(B&B) That the trade-mark rights be confined entirely to brands, 
symbols, signs and devices. 

In conclnsion, we cannot too strennously emphasize our objections 
to the injustice of granting patents on the product instead of the process, 
and of trade-marking the name instead of the sign, symbol, or device 
as distinguishing the brand. ‘“ Charity begins at home;’"’ under pres- 
ent patent and trade-mark laws. we have gone abroad to dispense good. 
that we should have, to foreigners who will not grant us equal, if not 
similar, benefits. The reciprocity that now obtains puts us at the 
merey of the foreign manufacturer; most exorbitant prices are demand- 
ed and received, against which the present laws contain no remedy. 
We trust that after due consideration of the subject you will more fully 
appreciate the great public importance of a revision of these laws and 
give a formal expression of approval on behalf of the much-needed 
revision. 


As an example of the injustice wrought by the existing law 
antipyrine is cited. This drug, which as a medicinal ‘prepara- 
tion cannot be patented in Germany, the country where it was 
invented and is produced, “retailed (in the United States) 
for $1.50 an ounce; but after the expiration of the patent, the 
same article may be bought for 18 cents an ounce.” 

Commissioner Allen’s answer strikes us as_ singularly 
weak, being merely a defense of the wisdom of the framers of 
the existing patent laws, which the Commissioner evidently 
regards as almost miraculous in their perfection. He thinks 
that, in spite of the contrast between the status of an im- 
aginary American inventor of phenacetin before the German 
law and that of the German inventor under the American law, 
the latter “in this respect is wise and beneficént and needs no 
amendment.” 

The remainder of his remarks under this heading are 
worthy of quotation, if merely to show their inadequacy : 

The second objection of the Retail Druggists’ Association is that our 
System of law makes too liberal concessions to foreigners, and by that 
is meant that while a German can obtain, as in this case, a patent for 
4a product in this country, he can only obtain in Germany a patent for 
the ype nen by which the product is made. This matter is controlled 
at the present time by the provisions of Article II of the Convention 
for the Protection of Industrial Property, concluded at Paris, March 
20, 1883. ratified by the President of the United States on March 29. 
1887, and proclaimed on June 11, 1887. Article II of this convention 
is as follows: 

“The subjects or citizens of each of the contracting States shali 
enjoy, in all the other States of the Union, so far as concerns patents 
for inventions, trade or commercial marks, and the commercial name, 


the advantages that the respective laws thereof at present accord, or 
shall afterward accord, to subjects or citizens. In consequnece they 
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shall have the same pivtection as these latter, and the same legal re- 
course against all infringements of their rights, under reserve of com- 
plying with the formalities and conditions imposed upon subjects or 
citizens by the domestic legislation of each State.” 

By the provisions of this convention, to which the German Govern- 
ment gave its adherence upon March 21, 1903, to take effect from May 
J, 1904, it was provided that the citizens of each of the contracting 
States should enjoy in all the other States of the Union, in these mat- 
ters of inventions, the advantages that the respective laws thereof ac- 
cord to their own subjects or citizens. But it is to be noted that since 
1836 our statutes have not limited the right to protection of inventions 
to American citizens, but have permitted foreigners to avail them- 
selves of the benefits of our legal system for the protection of their in- 
ventions, as well as our own citizens. If this statute in earlier days 
was too liberal in ‘ts terms, in that a foreigner could obtain a broader 
patent in America than his own country would give him, nevertheless, 
since the International Convention of 1883, no narrower statute would 
fill the measure of our international obligations, and it is not to-day too 
broad. : 


The Association’s contention regarding trade-marks he 
characterizes, justly, we think, as “an absolute misapprehen- 
sion of the law of this subject,” the mass of precedent sup- 
porting his statement “that when a patented article becomes 
public, by the expiration of the patent, the right to use the 
title descriptive of the article manufactured becomes public 
also and can no longer be defended as a trade-mark.” How 
the Association, with the “ Castoria ” decisions fresh in mind, 
fell into this error it would be hard to explain. 

In conclusion, the Commissioner says: 

The perfect remedy for an exorbitant price will be found in a mo- 
ment—by letting the article alone. But if its great value makes its use 
desirable, the price should be paid and the view carried cheerfully for- 
ward to the time. two years and a half ahead in this instance, when 
this valuable preduct will by operation of law become the property of 
all the peopie of the United States. 

A word as to this conclusion, before proceeding: Suppose 
the discoverer of ether, of chloroform, of morphine, of quinine, 
of vaccination, were to have patented these remedies and sold 
them at a profit of 500 per cent. It would make no difference 
to us to-day; but it is conceivable that the ancestors of many 
of us who consider ourselves useful, would have suffered and 
died because of the prohibitive prices, and that would have 
been unfortunate, for us at least. The greatest good of the 
greatest number is still the only safe principle on which to 
operate a republican form of government, and monopoly in 
medicinal discoveries is not conducive to the greatest good to 
any one except “number one.” The inventor should have his 
reward, but it should not be at the cost of the suffering and 
the unfortunate. 

This in passing, but we believe that strict and impartial 
justice in the matter can be meted out only by reciprocity in 
the matter of legal protection. {f the foreigner cannot secure 
a patent on an article at home, he should not be allowed tu 
secure it here. If the statutes are too liberal in this matter, 
and we think they are, they should be revised. The copyright 
laws require that works by fqreigners must be “ printed from 
type set in the United States,” in order to secure protection. 
The tariff laws are carefully framed to encourage home produc- 
tion. The tin plate industry was deliberately forced to mi- 
grate to this country by carefully planned provisions, and 
similarly the industry of sugar refining. .Why not the manu- 
facture of drugs and chemicals? 

It is useless for Commissioner Allen to assert that we can- 
not do anything that is fair and equitable, and it would be only 
fair and equitable to revise our patent and trade-mark laws 
somewhat in conformity with similar laws of other countries. 
Our own laws are in some respects bad, and the German law 
is conspicuously superior in this very matter of medicinal 
preparations, 

It is desirable that the attention of all trade and commercial 
organizations in the United States should be directed to this 
subject, in order to secure— 

First. A revision of the Cuban law covering registration. 

Second. Revision of the laws of certain foreign countries, 
and especially those of Northern Europe, or, failing this, of our 
laws, which allow of discrimination against our own citizens. 

Perhaps eventually a new “ Convention for the Protection of 
Industrial Property ” might result in harmonizing the laws of 
the several signatories to the convention of 1883. Anyway, 
with all due respect to Commissioner Allen, we think it is 
pretty generally held that our own patent laws, as well as the 
Patent Office, need extensive revision. 
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Queries and Answers 
We shall be giad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





Ether Soap.—F. L.—The method of preparation of this soap, 
which is a fiuid used to cleanse skin areas before surgical 
operations, as as follows: Oleic acid, 7 fi. oz., is mixed with 
90 per cent. alcohol, 3 fi. oz., and to the mixture is added 
1% fi. oz of a saturated solution of potassium hydroxide in 
water. After the neutralized product has cooled, add lavender 
oil, 20 minims, and make the bulk up to 20 fi. oz. with ether. 

Ether soap is used by rubbing a small quantity into the 
skin until] the surface is dry, when the skin is thoroughly 
scrubbed with a brush and hot water. The ether, being a fat 
solvent, penetrates the epidermis and carries the soap with it. 

Liquid Antiseptic Soap.—F. L.—The following method is 
employed for the preparation of this soap, which is an excellent 
material for disinfecting the hands before performing surgical 


operations : 
Caustic potash (70 per cent.)......... Gm. 50 
Oil of sweet almond... ....ccccsceees Gm. 200 
CPUEED 0 5 c's 350 on easwnsesegnnews e's Gm. 100 


Distilled water, enough to produce. .Gm. 1,000 

Dissolve the caustic potash in twice its weight of water; 
add the oil and the glycerin and agitate well. Add the remain- 
der of the water and keep the mixture on the water bath at 
60 to 70 degrees C. for 24 to 36 hours, when saponification will 
be complete. A clear mixture will then be obtained, covered by 
a layer of emulsified, non-saponified oil. This unsaponified oil 
is siphoned off; the transparent jelly of soft soap remaining 
is then treated with: .- 


Og ee es Gm. 7 
DML ccckka Sidoeeh uewabawraw eee Gm. 10 
0 eee ee res Gm. 10 
errr ey Gm. 10 


The mixture thus obtained is heated to 60 degrees C. for 
several hours, then set aside in.a cool place for several days, 
when it is strained through absorbent cotton, yielding a bright 
amber colored liquid. 


Bottling Waxes.—J. C. M. writes: “ Please publish a for- 
mula for a preparation to be used for sealing bottles air tight. 
I desire something similar to that used for sealing Mennen’s 
Corn Cure containers.” 

Various mixtures are used as capping compounds. The 
particular preparation about which you make inquiry is made 
somewhat as follows: 


SiS e es seS 6auwiss sce ban ws aoa e see RRwEE 35x 
PANG back shine vee se shueb beso seeeeebn 3x 
IE 565 bs Video ween owesss coed b0geh oe Ziij 


Hydrate the gelatin in the usual way, by allowing it to 
soak in the water until the latter is all absorbed and a jelly 
results; then melt it on a water bath and add the glycerin, 
afterward tinting it any desired color by the addition of the re- 
quired coloring matter, zinc white for white and an aniline dye 
solution for tints. 

This capping fluid is best applied by dipping the neck of 
the corked bottle in the mixture, which is maintained in a 
fluid state by the application of heat. The bottle is withdrawn 
from the capping fluid with a rotary motion, which is kept up 
until the capping sets. 

A bottle capping fluid for use with non-alcoholic prepara- 
tions containing glycerin is recommended to be made as follows: 


PS Ticcivewe esos see eeeebeses eee se oo 
PS Lat bees cucbee bunbotsbees seve 3i 
NS IID io oie 0 kS K5 0. US Sd Saree oe 3i 


These ingredients are melted together in a pot by means of 
heat carefully applied, and when fluid the mixture is poured 
out on a stone slab to cool. When cold, powder and macerate in 

WOE CS eee victensbiwse cheeenxseue Oiij 

Dissolve and strain through absorbent cotton. 

This varnish compound is used in the same way as the 
gelatin mixture previously described. 


Formalin Mouth Wash.—P. K.—An extensive series of 
dentrifrice formulas was printed in the volume of the AMERI- 
cAN Drueeist for the first half of 1900, beginning with the 
issue for March 29. The formaldehyde mouth wash of which 
you speak was one of the first formulas printed, and is here 
repeated for your benefit and that of new subscribers: 

Formaldehyde solution, 40 per cent... .Gm. 50 


Tincture OF Demo. <5 soos kes ee 8 Gm. 200 
DEBCEUPS WE MATT ooo vies odice's 05s sinss kS% Gm. 50 
PENNING MOU « 015,000 bcm Aedes eee ee Gm. 3 
MPC Sos 550% 5, «so ta bos eee nian ae ee ..Gm. 2 
ACUMEN WAN 6c soos woes pe ounnedewen Gm. 1 
DRE IIEALSS 5 -s-3'06 5.0 b's so wine Meter ee ee Gm. 15 
COTO 6 55. Sc con cee sees rate Gin, 2 
PEON ov ola bse dina cSaebe xeon Gin, 1,000 


M. sec. artem. 

This is intended to be used well diluted with water, half a 
teaspoonful in a wine glass of water being about the right pro- 
portion. 


Kerosene Liniment.—M. G. 8.—The following mixture has 
been highly recommended for its anodyne effects. It is superior 
to many of the crude mixtures which are sent out under this 
name: 


RMNMMMERN MIEN is <o\sicinc oc ha o's As A ew eee Ee aoe 3i 
RIO OE RUNS, 5 so cee Se vine erate obue ee div 
CPNER GE BEBO os 5 5.5.03. s ps sce ces wnenlioad 3v 
Aromatic spirit of ammonia..............3vi 
ER A ROOD Ss a a:0 6:60. 6 cine viniéane st bewnewe 3v 
ety ne err eT years div 
IEEE ooh ind keen den kace oes Ole Cae aij 


Mix. 


Grease Remover.—I. L.—The latest in the way of a liquid 
preparation for eradicating grease spots is a scientific com- 
bination of ammonium oleate with chloroform, benzin and 
ether, as devised by M. I. Wilbert. The formula follows: 


Parts. 
SEEMED 5 5 150s sara wie 9 wikis oS a BSR tek 2 
ik Wii9b ak 6h Saw es See Seana Veubiouos 1 
PRON 5b os.0 sin's.clo e Siauivin cth.cee oman | 
SINE se Gs Sande, wig h'e'o- dA eae CHARTER SSE 10 
eg) ae a re eer 2 


Mix in the order given. 


Manufacturers of Crude Potash.—H. B. N. wishes to be 
put in communication with manufacturers of crude Potash. 

The following is a partial list of chemical manufacturers 
who list caustic potash, viz.: Roessler & Hasslacher Chemical 
Company, 100 William Street, New York; General Chemical 
Company, 25 Broad street, New York; Wing & Evans, 22 Wil- 
liam street, New York ; Charles Cooper & Co., 194 Worth street, 
New York. 

Address Wanted.—J. A. Loomis & Son, 91 Union street, 
East Hampton, Mass., desire the address of the manufacturer 
of or any one selling the ‘“ Michael Powder Divider,” illus- 
trated in Remington’s Practice of Pharmacy, page 1087. 


Saccharated Iron Oxide.—The following method of pre- 
paring “ Ferrum Oxydatum Saccharatum ”’ is official in the sup- 
plement to the Dutch Pharmacopeia (Phar. Post, through 
Phar. Jour.) Ferric chloride solution (containing 15 per cent. 
of Fe), 20, is mixed with simple syrup, 20, and water, 20; this 
is gradually added to a solution of sodium carbonate, 24, in 
water, 60, care being taken that the temperature of the mix- 
ture does not exceed 15 degrees C. When the evolution of car- 
bonic acid gas has ceased, sufficient caustic soda solution, about 
14, is added to give a clear liquid; then sodium bicarbonate, 9, 
and boiling water, 600, are added. The precipitate thus ob- 
tained is collected on a cloth, washed free from chloride with 
boiling water, pressed, mixed with powdered sugar, 70, and 
dried on the water bath. 
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A Modified Formula for Paregoric. 
To the Editor: 

Sir,—A suggestion in regard to the preparation of tr. opii. 
camph., U. 8S. P., if published in your columns, would prob- 
ably be of some value. This tincture is prepared, according 
to official directions, in a manner too promiscuous to insure 
the best results,-especially from its most important ingredient— 
opium. 

The following formula, or method, will insure a product of 
good, deep color, and be found entirely up to standard strength: 
* Dissolve the camphor, benzoic acid and oil of anise in 480 Cc. 
of alcohol; then to the opium add 100 Ce. of boiling water, 
triturating gradually from a smooth paste to a thick mixture. 
Return this to the beaker and heat moderately for five minutes 
more. Then add this to 380 Ce. of water, mix well, and add to 
alcoholic solution and glycerin 40 Ce. Set aside for three or 
four days and filter. 

The advantage of this method lies in the oetter incorpora- 
tion of the opium. D. L. Snyper, P.D. 

2000 Beaver avenue, Allegheny, Pa., January 28, 1904. 


Book Reviews. 





A MANUAL oF Toxicotogy. A Concise Presentation of the 
Principal Facts Relating to Poisons, with Detailed Direc- 
tions for the Treatment of Poisoning. Also a Table of 
Doses of the Principal and Many New Remedies. By 
Albert H. Brundage, A.M., M.D., Phar.D., Professor of 
Toxicology and Physiology in the Rhode Island College of 
Pharmacy and Allied Sciences, ete. etc. Third Edition, 
Revised and Enlarged. New York: The Henry Harrison 
Company, Broadway and Gates avenue, Brooklyn. London: 
Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 8 Henrietta street, Covent Gar- 
den, 1903. Pp. x-401. [Price, $1.50.] 

Only a short time has elapsed since we reviewed the second 
edition of this work, and the fact that a‘third edition has 
been made necessary by the demand sufficiently attests its 
popularity. Although enlarged to 401 pages, the revision has 
been pretty thorough and the volume still remains of a handy 
size. Considerable new matter has been added to the chapters 
on chemical analysis, and a useful new feature consists of illus- 
trations of the commoner poisonous plants. The chief organs 
concerned in the absorption and circulation of poisons in the 
human system are shown in diagrammatic charts, and these 
should prove suggestive and useful to students and teach- 
ers. Another new feature is a dose table, embodying rules for 
the administration of medicine to children. The author’s own 
rule for determining the proportionate dose of any given drug 
for a child less than one year old is novel and interesting. 
To the number of months the child lacks of being one year 
old he adds 12 to form the denominator of a fraction, the 
numerator of which is 1. This fraction is then taken to in- 
dicate the approximate fractional part of the adult dose suit- 
able for a child. For example, a child three months old would 
get 1-21 of an adult dose. 

LABORATORY EXPERIMENTS IN GENERAL INORGANIC CHEMISTRY, 
compiled and arranged for the use of students. By James 
O. Jordan, Ph.G., Professor of General and Pharmaceutical 
Chemistry in the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, Bos- 
ton, Mass., 1903. Pp. 4 to 56. [Price, 25 cents.] 

The students of the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy are 
to be congratulated in the possession of a teacher like Pro- 
fessor Jordan, who gives in this booklet such unmistakable 
evidence of his thorough comprehension of the needs of be- 
ginners in the study of pharmaceutical chemistry. In 27 
exercises he gives detailed directions for the carrying out of 
234 experiments, these being intended to supplement the lec- 
tures in the college course. The directions for the carrying out 
of experiments are in simple, terse language, which removes 
all possibility of ambiguity or misunderstanding; and as for 
the experiments themselves, they impress us as rational and 
admirably adapted to serve the purpose for which they are in- 
tended. 
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By W. A. DAWSON 

Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for increas- 
ing trade, adveriising experiences, information, and notes of 
interest useful to the pharmacist in the preparation of his ad- 
vertising matter. Specimens of current advertising will be 
reproduced, with suggestive analysis and criticism, and queries 
relative to advertising matters will be answered. To aboid 

delay address communications to the Department of Business 

Building, AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, N. J 











ADVERTISING IDEAS. 

Illustrated private mailing cards are a rather expensive 
form of advertising, considering their first cost, but they are 
one of the best of that miscellaneous class of business builders 
known as advertising novelties. Local scenes reproduced in 
half-tone cuts from photographs are the only embellishment 
needed for such cards, aside from the type matter advertising 
the pharmacy issuing them. The cost of getting out a series 
of these cards is not so great as one would imagine, while the 
advertising would be perpetual, practically, as the cards would 
be preserved and kept on view by the recipients. A new design 
gotten out each month for a year and mailed or distributed to 
prospective patrons would bring large returns on the invest- 
ment in some localities. Any good printer will furnish esti- 
mates of the cost, including the half-tone plates made by some 
engraving house. The plates can afterward be used to illus- 
trate a booklet or grouped to form the illustration for a calen- 
dar back, used on a blotter ad and on many other advertising 


novelties. 
NEW MONEY. 


Some time ago, in talking of advertising schemes with a 
brother pharmacist, the conversation turned on Macy’s new 
penny scheme. The New York house of R. H. Macy & Co. 
were the originators, or perhaps only one of the pioneers, of 
the modern department store idea. At any rate, they were the 
inventors of the odd price idea, and all their prices in the old 
days were so arranged that, unless you tendered the exact 
amount, no matter what: money you gave in payment, there 
was one, two, three or four cents in the change you received, 
and these were always new coins, copper cents, fresh from the 
mint and as bright as gold pieces. Consequently, when a New 
York mother went shopping the children clamored and begged 
until she promised to go to Macy’s and bring them some “ gold 
pennies.” When one can make every child in his city “ root” 
for him at just the psychical moment, he can call himself an 
advertising genius. 

On meeting the aforementioned pharmacist a few days ago, 
it developed that he had adopted the idea and had extended 
it to include all coins, giving in change nothing but newly 
minted cents, nickels, dimes, quarters and half dollars, and 
was thinking of further extending it to include bills, and ad- 
vertising “clean money.” He said that it was the best ad- 
vertising he had ever done. The whole town was interested, 
and the sight of a new coin started everybody around to talk- 
ing of him and advertising his business. 

The expense was an initial investment of five dollars and 
an expense of about two dollars a week for a few months, and 
was now about one dollar a week; not counting interest on the 
money used. This expense was for extra express charges on 
money shipments that he paid his bank. By special arrange- 
ment he deposits all the old coin taken in and draws out suf- 
ficient new coin for each day’s business; the bank keeps a 
supply sufficient for his needs, and charges him only for the 
expense of the extra weight of coin that is shipped back and 
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forth. From $500 per week the amount of new coin used has 
fallen to about $200 a week, as there is now a large amount of 
new coin in circulation in the town. Coins whose luster is 
dimmed in the slightest degree are at one retired ‘from circu- 
lation. 

Criticism and Comment. 

The following circular letter regarding cod-liver oil, mailed 
to physicians by a New York City pharmacy, is a good ex- 
ample of how effective “plain printing” is when done with 
good ink and good presswork on good paper. 

Tue paper is a heavy, cream white octavo note sheet, printed 
upon the first and third pages with a light-faced De Vinne 
Roman letter and plain black ink of good quality. The press 
work is excellent, for the paper, though thick and soft, shows 
no impression of the type on the back of the printed sheet, and 
every letter stands out clear, sharp and distinct in the printed 
matter, and is of even and uniform color throughout. 

It is a pleasure to see such an example of good advertising 
argument so simply well dressed in these days of imitation 
type-written letters and strike-you-blind type display, and it 
will undoubtedly prove a business builders for Knapp & Sons: 


KNAPP’S DRUG STORE 
362 & 364 Hudson Street, cor. King Street 
NEW YORK 


Established 1839 
DEAR DOCTOR :— 


Norwegian Cod Liver Oil is now quoted 
from $150.00 to $160.00 per barrel, as against 
former ruling prices of from $25.00 to $40.00 
Scarcity is the cause of this advance. So limited 
has been the catch of fish in Norway during the 
past few seasons, that the oil produced does not 
meet one-tenth of the demand. As a conse- 
quence all kinds of substitutes—such as oi] 
from Newfoundland, Japan, and other sources 
—are being utilized. Aside from palatability, 
it is a well-known therapeutic fact that no sub- 
stitute approaches the true Norwegian Oil in 
medicinal value. ‘ 

It is our intention to continue selling the Nor- 
wegian Oil exclusively—unless it should prove 
to be unobtainable after our winter supply has 
been exhausted. 


Knapp’s Emulsion (with Lime) will continue 
to be made from the Norwegian Oil. It is a 
perfect product—in the mechanical sense—does 
not separate and is made at frequent intervals. 

If you do not feel assured that your patients 
are receiving the best grade of Cod Liver Oil, 
either in its pure state or as an Emulsion, we 
would be pleased to supply them, delivering it 
by our messenger, if they desire. 


Yours very truly, 


P. B. KNAPP & SONS. 


TABLES OF INFORMATION AND ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR USE IN 
ADVERTISING MATTER. 


Mr. Boulet, whose series of mailing cards were reproduced 
in our last issue, has sent us a card of “ Sick Room Hints,” on 
plain white card, 3% x 8 inches, which we reproduce on this 
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page. Although not new, this is a good idea for auxiliary ad- 
vertising. Cards of this kind are very cheap, as compared 
with booklets or novelties, while their advertising value is 
as great, and in many cases greater than the more expensive 
printed matter. Few care to destroy or throw away informa- 
tion that seems useful, and cards of this sort will remain 
hanging on the wall long after the expensive booklet has been 
used to kindle the fire or after the dog has chewed up the ruler. 


SICK ROOM HINTS. 


Od Permit no plants or flowers in room without physician’s 
ors permission. 


‘ ‘ Avoid draughts, but always have plenty of pure, 
Ventilation fresh air. Ask your physician. 


Keep uniform as physician directs. A_ reliable 
Temperature ‘thermometer is a necessity. Our best at 75c. 
Some at 25c., not guaranteed. 
Li ht Avoid extremes of gloomy darkness and glaring sunlight. 
ig’ Cheerful quiet tight is the best. 
iet Insist on quiet. Suspicious whispering and worried looks 
are far worse than happy noises—as of children playing. 
Mental comfort of the patient is the chief object. Consult your phy- 
sician. 





H Deon't-—Don't—Don't talk mournfully in a sick room. The 
' ope patient hears and understands more than you think. Hope- 
fulness in a sick room is worth much medicine. Never show that you 
have lost hope, or allow any visitor to show it. Never give up the 
fight. When allowed by the physician to talk with the patient. talk 
about pleasant, agreeable things. Try to get the patient’s mind off of 
himself and on other cheerful subjects. Read inspiring stories. Con- 
sult your physician about these points. They are very important. 
Diet The best cook books have special recipes for sick folks. Look 

these up and ask your physician what is best. We carry a full 
line of Fresh Prepared Foods for invalids. Telephone. We deliver prompt- 
ly without extra charge for delivery. 

, ‘ ‘ Follow his instructions faithfully and 
Doctor Ss Directions intelligently. Don’t try experiments. 
don't be careless or forgetful. Devote yourself to carrying out com- 
pletely the physician’s directions and suggestions. Get whatever he 
udvises. You may thing that some of the things suggested are not 
“necessary,” but he knows best. Remember that! 

Medi ‘ Our prescription work is recognized by the best physi- 

{Cine § cians as being skillful, accurate and thoroughly reli- 
able in all particulars. We use none but the purest, highest quality 
fresh drugs, and our Prescription Department is equipped with the 
best modern impiements for scientific compounding. Every known safe- 
guard is enforced. All prescription work is done by experienced grad- 
uate pharmacists (no apprentices or boys).. Our prices are the lowest 
consistent with good work and good materials. We invite your trade 
on all sick 100m zoods' We have an excellent line of hot water bottles 


and Fountain Syringes. 
Ww. J. BOULET, 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGGIST, 614 South Broadway. 
If you get it at Boulet’s it’s Good. 





Among the subjects that may be used for such cards are: 
Lists of holidays—something like 30 in the various States. 
Church days and feasts. 

Seasons, with local climatic conditions, agricultural 
calendar. 

Language of flowers, gems; metals, etc. 

Wedding anniversaries. 

Digestive and dietetic tables. 

Birthday significances. 

Health rules. 

Physical culture exercises. 

Local calendar, time and tide tables. 

Places of interest, and their distance from your store. 

Weather signals, signs, observations, etc. 

Moonlight nights, morning and evening stars, etc. 

Standard and true time. 

Care of the complexion, the hands (manicuring), the 
hair, ete. 

Bathroom card, bath temperatures, bathing hints, etc. 

Local population and .other local census statistics. 

Local history and events. 

Kitchen card—cooking tables—useful hints, etc. 

The few named here will suggest many more. Those of 
purely local interest are best, and if the facts have not hereto- 
fore appeared in print all the better. The popularity of the 
proprietary almanac is based upon just such information, and 
a wealth of suggestion will be found in those which you may 
have on hand at this moment. 


Mrs. Stubb: “I think that druggist is horrid.” 

Mr. Stubb: “ Why so, Maria? He left three urgent pre 
scriptions to give you a stamp.” 

Mrs. Stubb: “Yes, but he didn’t say ‘Thanks,’—St. 
Louis “ Post Dispatch.” 
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A Hot Water Bottle Show Window. 


This illustration proves that hot water bottles ‘may be 
displayed to some artistic advantage. Contrast in color has 
been made capital of, red and white rubber bottles contrib- 
uting to the scheme. The bottles are mounted on a frame work 
of light boards, covered with light-green paper. The circles of 
pink paper over which the bottles partly lie help greatly in 
displaying them forcibly. The triangles of green paper laid 


Danger in Bargain Purchases. 

in nine big stores out of ten that one goes into, odds and 
ends and stickers of all sorts are much in evidence. When 
one of these supposedly prosperous concerns goes to the wall, 
its shelves and warerooms are nearly always found loaded 
down with surplus stock, bought to save a trifling something 
in price. Part of the lot sold and the rest stuck. Style 
changed, something else came into favor. The owner lacked 
the courage to knife prices to the forcing point and still they 
stuck. By and by the inevitable happened. 

The retailer who speculates, who buys a quantity to get 
a price, no doubt picks up some good snaps. But we doubt 
whether, in the long run, he ever makes as much money as 
he would have made had he handled more items and turned 
his stock oftener. 

In the former case he many times steers his business 
perilously close to the rocks, whereas in the latter case his 
vessel is always in the safe open channel. 

We cannot say too often: The safest profit a retail store 
can make is one that compounds every time the stock is turned. 


over the white floor covering attract the eye to the bottles laid 
here. A rubber plant stood on the window stage in the center 
and two other potted plants, seen over the top of the back- 
ground on either side,.adg@ considerably to the artistic value 
of the exhibit. A price tag might hang from the neck of each 
bottle, and a placard rest against the pot the rubber plant 


grows in. 


Lost motion, as it refers to advertising, means poorly pre- 
pared copy, injudicious selection of mediums, carelessness re- 
garding position and display, and negligence in changing ad- 
vertisements as they should be changed. 


W. C. Kirchgessner,. of Grand Rapids, Mich., discourages 
the unauthorized repetition of prescriptions by attaching a 
small label to the bottle or package, bearing the following 
legend: “ More harm than good is sometimes done by refilling 
a prescription, so consult your physician before getting this 
refilled.” 


Some advertisers go upon the assumption that advertising 
is read reluctantly or not at all. They resort to fantastic 
schemes and lures to induce readers to read against their will, 
and as a consequence produce the kind of advertising that 
stands the least chance of being read. If there is one thing 
certain in advertising it is that forceful, vital, informing pub- 
licity always finds an audience.—Printer’s Ink. 
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Tips for the Trimmer. 


HINTS AND IDEAS FOR FEBRUARY WINDOW TRIMS AND STORE DEcoRA- 
TIONS.—MOTIFS, PLANS, SUGGESTIONS, IDEAS, MATERIALS AND 
COLOR-SCHEMES. 

The advertising value of the window depends in a 
great measure upon the display of goods in their proper 
season, and anything that tends to connect the goods 
with the season in which they are used adds to the at- 
tractiveness of the display and enhances its value as a 
business bringer. Take, for example, the special 
Easter trims, characterized by all the distinctive fea- 
tures with which Eastertide is associated. These 
special decorations add to the artistic value of the 
displays and raise them above the commonplace, just 
as the holiday affords a diversion from the humdrum 
of everyday life—The Show Window. 

In this connection it may be well to repeat our own argu- 
ment, published in the AMERICAN DruGGiIsT some time ago— 
to wit: “The cheapest and easiest way to acquire a reputa- 
tion for up-to-date window displays is to spread yourself on 
the holidays, and simply show goods without trimming ac- 
cessories at other times.” That is, make a big splurge five or 
six times a year with a more or less elaborate trim, and show 
seasonable goods tastefully arranged in the intervals. 

Every store that makes any pretense at all of window 
displays should have a stock of “ properties” suitable for ap- 
propriate decorations of such holidays and events as are gen- 
erally observed or recognized in their locality: Flags and bunt- 
ing for draping and a dozen or more small silk flags of various 
sizes to use in the windows, two or three dozen yards of arti- 
ficial smilax and the same of holly—the latter for the Christ- 
mas holiday season and the smilax for all other times of the 
year—artificial roses, carnations and palm leaves, portraits 
of Washington, Lincoln, Grant, or of celebrities whose birth, 
death or accession anniversaries are observed, etc. 

February 12, Lincoln’s Day, falls on a Friday this year, and 
may be used as the motif of the window trim for the week 
in which it occurs, or the trim may be put in place on the 11th 
and removed on the 13th. Appropriate materials are: Portrait 
of Lincoln, surrounded by a mat covered with black crépe 
paper; draperies of the national colors, United States coat of 
arms, eagle, small flags, etc. Civil War relics may be used as 
accessories. Window card should bear the full name and 
dates of birth and death of the martyred President. 

St. Valentine’s Day, February 14, affords a good oppor- 
tunity for a special trim for the week beginning on the 8th. 
Many suburban drug stores make a feature of valentines, not 
alone for the direct profit from this side line, but from a proper 
appreciation of the advertising value of a well selected line of 
artistic valentines. The old lace-paper patchwork confections 
are obsolete, and modern valentines are gotten up in the same 
artistic style as Christmas cards. Fancy confectionery boxes 
and baskets of appropriate design are in great demand at this 
season. These goods attract the young people to the store and 
increase the sales of confectionery. perfumes and soda, as well 
as regular goods. 

The appropriate color scheme for trims is red and white. 
White for backgrounds; ruby red hearts, festooned draperies, 
streamers and ribbons. The hearts may be cut from sheets of 
red “ poster boards” 24 x 30 inches, or cut from ordinary card- 
board and covered with “ruby” crépe paper. A heart cut as 
large as the board or paper will allow makes a good center 
piece for the background of the window trim. A number of 
smaller ones can be used in other parts of the window. An 
arrow made from a willow twig or other slim round stick may 
be thrust through the large heart to add to the effect. The 
head of the arrow fashioned from gilt paper and the end 
feathered in the usual manner. Inch wide strips of the ruby 
crépe paper may be used for criss-cross lattice work over the 
white, and for streamers running from the large heart to all 
parts of the window. Artificial smilax, flowers and palms can 
be used ad lib. 

If valentines are not shown, perfumes may be displayed, 
with a window card reading, “ This is the kind of valentine 
SHE would like to have,” or something similar. Or a toilet 
specialty with “ Let me be your Valentine” can be displayed; 


in fact, almost anything that Miss Young America is likely 
to be interested in can be used. 

For a Washington’s Birthday trim, use for a center piece 
a portrait of Washington draped in flags and the usual flag 
and bunting drapery. A cherry cough cure or any other spe- 
cialty remotely connected with prunus virg. offers an oppor- 
tunity for doing something punny, 4 la Simeon Ford or John 
Kendrick Bangs. A picture of the episode of the hacked 
cherry tree or a cherry tree limb with a hatchet stuck into it, 
and the changes rung on these in the window card. “No, this 
is not the cherry tree that ’s Cherry Balsam is made 
from. Ours is wild cherry, and history states that the other 
was a tame affair; even George’s father didn’t get wild when 
he found the hacked cherry tree. -—————’s Cherry Balsam 
will tame the hack that ‘drives you wild.’ It’s the best, ete., 
ete.” 


Reasonable Advertising. 


Reasonable advertising is the standard to which the adver- 
tising of to-day is (unconsciously in great part) gradually 
adjusting itself, says Printer’s Ink. It is pre-eminently the 
advertising of the future. Briefly defined, it means advertising 
that shall, both in general plan and in every detail, be based 
upon rational business sense. It is the antithesis of that 
theory of advertising which accepts as true the statement that 
“a sucker is born every minute,” and which bends its en- 
ergies to catch the sucker. jou 

Reasonable advertising presupposes an honest, practical 
business proposition to advertise. Its policy forbids the use 
of freak methods. It knows that publicity can be gotten by 
rolling a potato down Broadway, but it doesn’t believe in that 
kind of publicity. It studies human nature and the laws of 
trade, and plans to create a strong and lasting demand for the 
commodity it represents. It believes that convincing people of 
the merits of goods is of far more value than merely associating 
the name of the goods in the public mind. with a series of comic 
verses or a set of unique pictures. Reasonable advertising 
holds that the public is intelligent, and produces advertising 
matter that appeals to the intellect. 


A Living Ad. 


On December 29 a fancy-dress entertainment was given in 
the Guild Hall, Carnarvon, in aid of the District Nurses’ Fund, 
at which prizes were offered for the best local advertising cos- 
tume. Miss Dora Douglas was awarded the first prize. The 
costume was designed and finished by Robert Roberts, chem- 
ist and druggist, 8 Bangor street, Carnarvon, and his friends, 
and, as will be seen, it afforded an ingenious and by no means 
unpleasing advertisement of Mr. Roberts’ wares. The color 
scheme employed was red and white. The pestal-and-mortar 
hat was in red, with white-coated antibilious pills stuck on, 
and a row of pills also adorned the red ribbon worn round the 
neck. The dress was in white, but the front of the bodice por- 
tion was a red chest protector. White puffs with red tops 
were fixed on shoulders and cuffs, and trimmings of red pill 
boxes (labelled and priced) appeared all down the front and 
back of the bodice and skirt. A bunch of soothers was sus- 
pended, chatelaine-like, from a red waistbelt. The bottom of 
the skirt was decorated with puffs and pill boxes alternately. 
The sleeves were trimmed with tooth brushes, tooth paste, 
babies’ combs and babies’ brushes. A feeding bottle peeped 
from the outside pocket. The slippers were red, with five 
white felt corn plasters on each. Miss Douglas carried in her’ 
hands a spray filled with Persian bouque perfume, which she 
diffused liberally among the sightseers.—Chemist and Drug- 
gist. 


The large gold medal for services rendered to art and 
science, has been awarded by the German Government to Pro- 
fessor Paul Ehrlich, director of the Imperial Institute of Ex- 
perimental Therapeutics at Frankfort. 





























AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


THE TWO PURE FOOD BILLS. 





Analysis of the Two Measures Now Pending in Congress—T he 
Objections to the McCumber Bill—Strong Protests by the N. 
A. R. D,, the A. Ph. A. and the N. W.D. A. 


The two pure food and drug bills now pending in Congress, 
namely, the Hepburn bill, which has passed the House, and the 
McCumber bill, which, at this writing, awaits action by the 
Senate, are attracting a great deal of attention among all three 
branches of the drug trade manufacturers, jobbers and pro- 
prietors. Of these two measures, the Hepburn bill is receiving 
the hearty support of practically the entire drug trade; the 
McCumber bill, however, is more sweeping in its provisions 
applying to drugs, and contains some features that are consid- 
ered very objectionable. Strong efforts are being made-to have 
these features eliminated, and the outcome of those efforts is 
being watched with much interest. 


THE HEPBURN BILL. 


Under the term “ drug,” the Hepburn bill includes all medi- 
cines and preparations recognized in the United States Pharma- 
copeia for internal and external use; the bill provides that a 
drug shall be considered adulterated if it falls below the stand- 
ard of strength, purity and quality prescribed in the United 
, States Pharmacopeeia official at the time such drug is tested. 
It further provides that a drug will be considered adulterated 
if its strength or purity falls below the professed standard un- 
der which it is sold, and prohibits the misbranding or false 
labeling of any drug regarding the ingredients or substances 
contained in such article, or its place of manufacture. These 
are the main features of the Hepburn bill so far as it relates 
to drugs and medicines. 


SWEEPING PROVISIONS OF THE M’CUMBER BILL. 

The McCumber bill is much more sweeping. Under the 
definition of the term drug, as given in the Hepburn bill, the 
McCumber measure has added to it this clause: “ also any sub- 
stance intended to be used for the cure, mitigation or preven- 
tion of disease.” There are other portions of the bill which are 
unsatisfactory, but this particular clause is meeting with the 
strongest opposition. The national drug trade associations are 
working hard in support of the Hepburn bill and are endeavor- 
ing to have the objectionable provisions in the McCumber bill 
stricken out. Following is a copy of a protest against the 
feature of the latter bill, already referred to, sent to the Senate 
of the United States, and presented by Senator Hopkins, of 
Illinois : 


PETITION OF THE N. A. R. D. 


To the Senate of the United States: 

Your petitioners respectfully represent that for several years 
past bills for preventing the adulteration of food and drugs 
have been under consideration by Congress, and these bills 
have uniformly received the cordial indorsement and support 
of the National Association of Retail Druggists. But it has 
come to the knowledge of our association that Senate Bill 198, 
as reported by the Senate Committee on Manufacturers, in- 
volves a very radical departure from the bills heretofore in- 
troduced and which have been indorsed by the various branches 
of the drug trade. 

We refer to the proposed radical extension of the definition 
of the word drug. Heretofore this word has been thus de- 
fined: “The term drug shall include all medicines and prepara- 
tions recognized in. the United States pharmacopeeia for in- 
ternal and external use.” In Senate Bill 198 the following is 
added to this definition: “also any substance intended to be 
used for the cure, mitigatigpn or prevention of disease.” The 
enormous extension of the meaning of the term wil) be imme- 
diately recognized. 

The definition heretofore employed has met with our hearty 
approbation because it is comprehensive and readily under- 
stood, therefore easily complied with by those who desire to 
obey the law. For this reason we petition you to amend the 
said bill by eliminating from it the clause mentioned, thereby 
restoring the definition of the term drug which has been so 
widely and unanimously indorsed by the drug trade and vari- 
ous commercial bodies in former years. 

We are firmly convinced that the definition of the term 
drug, as it now appears in the bill, in conjunction with the 
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provisions of succeeding sections, would produce endless con- 
troversies, widespread trouble and frequent injustice. On this 
account we earnestly petition you on behalf of the thirty 
thousand retail druggists whom our association represents 
that the objectionable clause be eliminated. 
Most respectfully submitted, 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RETAIL DrvuaaistTs, 
B. E. PrRitcHArD, President. 
THOos. V. WOooTEN, Secretary. 


THE AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION OPPOSES THE 
M’CUMBER BILL. 


The Committee on National Legislation of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association has presented a formal protest 
against the passage of the McCumber bill, and Albert E. Ebert 
of Chicago, a member of that committee, in an interview with 
a representative of THE AMERICAN DrUGGIST, summarized the 
views of the committee as follows: 

“The Senate Bill 198, known as Senator McCumber’s Food 
and Drug bill, is objected to by the Committee on National 
Legislation of the American Pharmaceutical Association on 
the following grounds: 

“That the bill is a great and radical departure, so far as 
drugs are concerned, from the bill of former years which was 
approved by the American Pharmaceutical Asssociation, which 
bill limited the definition of the word drug to medicines and 
preparations recognized in the U. S. P. and National Formu- 
lary for internal and external use. 

“But in the Senate Bill 198, this definition is enlarged by 
adding the following words: 

“* Also any substance to be used for the cure, mitigation 
or prevention of disease.’ 

“ After thus enlarging the definition of drugs the bill fur- 
ther provides that a drug shall be deemed to be adulterated if 
its strength or purity fall below the professed standard under 
which it is sold. Now, as applied to preparations recognized 
in the U. S. P., where standards are fixed, this is exactly right, 
and is a provision possible of enforcement, but as applied to 
tens of thousands of other articles not defined in pharmaco- 
peias for the treatment of diseases, this provision would give 
rise to endless trouble. The committee in its appeal asked that 
the bill may be amended by the elimination of said clause, and 
thereby restoring the definition of the term drug as formerly 
defined to include all medicines and preparations recognized 
in the United States Pharmacopeia and the National Formu- 
lary for internal and external use.” 

PROTEST BY THE N. W. D. A. 

Mahlon N. Kline, of Philadelphia, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Legislation of fhe National Wholesale Druggists’ 
Association, has presented the objections of his association to 
the clause in the McCumber bill, which extends the definition 
of the term drug to include empirical mixtures, ete., in the 
following letter addressed to Hon. W. B. Heyburn, chairman of 
the Committee on Manufactures, United States Senate, which 
committee has the bill under consideration : 

As promised, Senator McCumber in an interview I had with 
him on the evening of January 20 and the morning of January 
21, in reference to the Pure Food bill known as S. 198, I beg 
herewith to present, as chairman of the Committee on Legisla- 
tion of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Association, an ob- 
jection to one feature of the bill. 

Let me state, first, that the association which I represent has 
interested itself in pure food legislation during all the years 
that such measures have been under consideration in your 
body ; that the very first bill that I have any knowledge of, pre- 
sented by Senator Paddock, received our earnest attention, and 
was modified in several particulars upon suggestions which 
came from members of our body; that personally and as chair- 
man of this committee I was present and took an active part 
in the framing of what was known as the Brosius bill by the 
various food congresses at its several meetings; that the mem- 
bers of our organization at each annual meeting present full 
reports upon the subject of adulteration, and our influence has 
uniformly been in the direction of minimizing drug and, as 
far as it lies in our province, food adulteration. 

ATTITUDE OF THE DRUG ORGANIZATIONS TOWARD PURE FOOD AND 
DRUG LAWS. 
The drug organizations of the United States, including ours, 
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have had a large share in the work of building up the sentiment 
in favor of a national pure food and drug law, and they have 
done this in spite of the fact that even the most moderate law 
of this character would necessarily impose upon their members 
numerous burdens and the necessity for constant vigilance. The 
demand for such a law—so far as drugs are concerned—is 
based upon the desire of the medical and pharmaceutical pro- 
fessions that prescriptions when filled shall comply in all re- 
spects as to strength and quality with the expectations of the 
physician who writes them. 

At the last meeting of this organization, held in the city of 
Boston, September 8 to 12, 1903, after the report of the Commit- 
tee on Legislation was submitted, the Board of Control brought 
in the following as part of its report, which was unanimously 
adapted : 

In accordance with the committee’s suggestion, the board recom- 
mends that the incoming Committee on Legislation give its support to 
any Pure Food bill introduced at the next session of Congress, provided 
the bill conforms to the measures which the association has indorsed 
in the past. 

The proviso limits our indorsement to a bill conforming in 
the main to what was originally known as the Brosius bill, and 
what was later known as the Hepburn bill, which passed the 
House last year, and again passed the House on January 20, 
1904. In that bill the term “ drug” is defined as including: 


All medicines and preparations recognized in the United States 
Pharmacopeia for internal and external use. 

This is also the language used in bill H. R. 6295, introduced 
in your honorable body January 21, 1904. In the McCuimber 
bill this definition of the term “ drug” is amplified by the fol- 
lowing : 

Also any substance intended to be used for the cure, mitigation or 
prevention of disease. 

Our protest is against the introduction of these additional 
lines for the following reasons: 


As stated in a similar protest emanating from the National 
Association of Retail Druggists, representing 40,000 retail drug- 
gists, “ the American people are always fearful in regard to leg- 
islation which may mean inquisition as to their methods of 
doing business, and which may mean the placing of them at 
the mercy of this or that inspection. You will also recognize 
the fact that there have been unfortunate experiences in the 
past which may more or less justify such apprehension. De- 
spite all this, and anxious to obtain the highest possible results, 
our association stands to-day unanimously for legislation, based 
upon the definition of ‘drugs,’ which limits such definition to 
‘medicines and preparations recognized in the United States 
Pharmacopeia for internal and external use.’ ” 

The definition used in the Hepburn bill confines the applica- 
tion of this law to articles which have a well defined standard 
recognized in the United States Pharmacopeia, which is uni- 
form throughout the United States. This has for nearly a cen- 
tury been the legal standard for medicines. The standards are 
well known and thoroughly recognized everywhere. The va- 
rious State laws have recognized this fact by almost invariably 
confining themselves to the regulation of this class of medi- 
cines. Therefore we believe that the national law should in its 
initiative at least be likewise restricted. 

If the above addition to the definition of the term “ drug” 
is admitted, all substances used for the cure, mitigation or pre- 
vention of disease are subject to inspection, but none of these 
outside official ones have any standard. Therefore to apply this 
portion of the bill would lead to innumerable annoyances with- 
out practically accomplishing anything of value to the commun- 
ity. 

Take, for example, a porous plaster. One manufacturer in 
the East may fix a standard for his plaster, while another man- 
ufacturer in the Middle West, and still another in the Far West, 
may have different standards. How is the inspector in Califor- 
nia to act in reference to the plaster manufactured in New 
York and offered in San Francisco, but differing from the stand- 
ard of the San Francisco manufacturer? This illustration 
might be multiplied by the thousands. 

This provision of the statute as applied to many medicines 
would invite controversy in every State and Territory, and 
would furnish a most fruitful field for a class of mischief mak- 
ers who unfortunately are to be found in many if not in all 
communities. Experience under State statutes far less sweep- 
ing than Senate Bill 198 has already repeatedly demonstrated 
to both wholesale and retail druggists the dangers and pitfalls 
of such legislation when applied to pharmacopeia drugs only ; 
and when it is sought to extend this bill to practically every- 
thing on the shelves of the drug store, both branches of the 
trade feel that the burden and risks are far greater than should 
be imposed upon them. 
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The large line of what may properly be denominated family 
medicines would come within its scope, and yet, for the most 
part, there would be no possible standard upon which to pro- 
ceed, and while this feature would undoubtedly result in great 
hardship in many cases, it could never succeed, so far as we 
can understand, in fixing a uniform standard, and as that must 
be the aim and object of such a law, we fail to see why the 
trade should be alarmed by its introduction and aroused to an 
opposition to the bill, which even if successfully enacted into a 
law could accomplish no possible good. 

The friends of pure food legislation have labored long and 
earnestly to secure the passage, both by the House and the 
Senate, of a bill. The Hepburn bill has met with the approval 
of nearly all, if not all, the interests of the country. We are 
desirous that the legislation shall be completed by having your 
honorable body pass a similar bill restricting its application to 
that which is practical, and to that which will not arouse un- 
necessary and useless opposition. 

We feel sure that both in the interest of such legislation, 
and certainly for the protection of the wholesale and retail 
druggists of this country, the words under the definition of the 
term “ drug,” above referred to, should be eliminated from the 
bill, and in behalf of both of the interests I represent, which are 
unanimous upon this question, I earnestly petition that this be 
done. Yours very truly, 

(Signed) M. N. KLINE, 
Chairman. 


SECRETARY MAIN, OF THE NEW YORK COLLEGE OF PHARMACY, ON 
THE TWO BILLS. 

Thomas F. Main, of Tarrant & Co., has given a great deal 
of thought to the matter of national pure drug legislation, and 
is one of the best posted men on that subject. To a representa- 
tive of the AMERICAN Druacist, he said: “The Hepburn bill 
is an excellent measure so far as it relates to drugs. The provi- 
sion which defines the term ‘drug’ as including all medicines 
and preparations in the United States Pharmacopeia is a pro- 
vision which no one in the trade can reasonably or consistently 
oppose, for the United States Pharmacopeeia is recognized as 
the official standard. Another good feature is the provision 
which, if enforced, would prevent misrepresentation and false 
labeling of medicines. The purchaser, if such a law were en- 
acted, and properly enforced, would be sure of getting an ar- 
ticle that is as represented by the label. This, together with 
the provision that a drug will be considered adulterated if it be 
an imitation of or offered for sale under the name of another 
article, would be a direct blow at substitution, and would help 
to eliminate that evil from the drug trade. The Hepburn bill, 
if enacted, would protect manufacturers of proprietary articles 
from counterfeits or imitations of their articles in any part of 
the country.” 

In criticising the clause in the McCumber bill, which under 
the term “drug” includes every drug or medicinal preparation 
on the market, including patent medicines. Mr. Main said that 
it would be almost impossible to describe the far-reaching af- 
fect of such a provision in a national law. It might be con- 
strued, he said, in such a way as to work invaluable harm to 
large and legitimate interests in the proprietary medicine line. 

JOBBERS DO NOT FAVOR PURE FOOD AND DRUG LEGISLATION. 

Some of the large jobbers in this city are not in favor of a 
national pure drug law. Albert Plaut, of Lehn & Fink, for in- 
stance, said that such a law was all right in theory but not in 
practice. He said that, except in Germany, similar laws have 
failed utterly abroad. He feared it would open the way for 
blackmailing by irresponsible inspectors. 

It should be noted in this connection that the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association is actively supporting the 
Hepburn bill, but is opposed to certain provisions in the Mc- 
Cumber measure, as is shown above by Mr. Kline’s letter. 

“THE NIGGER IN THE WOOD PILE.” 

It may also be stated on the highest authority that the 
sweeping clause in the McCumber bill, which includes every 
drug, was inserted at the request of a certain manufacturer; 
Senator McCumber, however, has refused to give out the name 
of that manufacturer. 

ixcept in administrative details, the only important differ- 
ence between these two bills, aside from that already noted, is 
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found in the provisions prohibiting the adulteration and mis- 
branding of drugs. The Hepburn bill provides that a drug shall 
be considered to be adulterated if, when it is sold under a 
name recognized in the United States Pharmacopeeia, it differs 
from the standard therein prescribed. The McCumber bill, how- 
ever, adds to this the proviso, “ That no drug shall be deemed to 
be adulterated under this provision if the standard of strength, 
quality or purity be plainly stated” upon the container, al- 
though such standard may differ from the United States Phar- 
macopeia standard. The McCumber bill also takes the specific 
definition found in the Hepburn bill, as, for instance, “if any 
valuable constituent of the article has been wholly or in part 
abstracted,” and adds to each such clause the words, ‘So that 
the product when sold, or offered for sale, shall deceive, or 
tend to deceive the purchaser.” It is claimed by many that 
this additional clause would lead to no end of trouble and liti- 
gation. 


MANUFACTURING PERFUMERS MEET. 


Increase in Importations of Foreign Perfumes—Trade Evils as 
Much in Evidence as Ever. 


The Manufacturing Perfumers’ Association of the United 
States held its tenth annual meeting at the Down Town Club 
in this city last Wednesday and Thursday. In the absence of 
President Lorenz, Vice-President Richard Hudnut presided. 
During the two days’ session one of the most important matters 
discussed was the increase in imports of foreign perfumes and 
the steps that should be taken by domestic manufacturers to 
check the increase and also to eliminate trade abuses in that 
connection. 

Theodore Ricksecker, chairman of the Committee on Im- 
portations and Undervaluations, reported in part as follows: 

The imports of manufactured perfumes and toilet prepara- 
tions for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1903, show a total in- 
crease over the previous year of $115,172, or 16144 per cent. The 
actual totals were: 


Imports for year ending June 30, 1903..........+0002eeeee $824,040 
Imports for year ending June 30,-1902...........00 ee eeees 708,868 
CE ck wind ook dsb SUSE eS Oe a a6 SOR HE OAS S $115,172 
Strictly perfumery imports— 
ON OO SE a eee Ree ere arn ae $510,642 
Tear eens JUNC FO, 1902. 2.0... ccc cccccectscccsccecsees 442,168 
I CUI ooo Sc alia’ win, 60g make 1914.99.59 69 eee 8 ele wwe ee $68,474 


The increase in 1908 was 15.05 per cent. The increase in 
1902 over 1901 was 20.08 per cent. A share of the general in- 
crease was due to increased valuations, also to the increased 
population and prosperity of our country, but the cold fact re- 
mains that the Government statistics show a steady increase in 
imports in the face of an average duty of about 66 per cent. The 
total imports for the last three years show an average increase 
of $105,876 each year. The grand total of imports, plus the 
duty and the importers’ reasonable profits, reached a total of 
$1,500,000 last year, which the American people are buying 
largely on a misapprehension. Mr. Ricksecker added that this 
increase in importations of foreign perfumes was a very serious 
matter to American perfume manufacturers, and that steps 
should be taken “ to stay this growing menace to our interests.” 

There was considerable discussion on this matter at Thurs- 
day’s session. Mr. Ricksecker said that most druggists were 
ignorant of the heavy duty on foreign perfumes, and also of the 
act that in buying and handling su¢h perfumes they are pay- 
ing three profits, really, before they get their own profit. For 
instance, there is the foreign manufacturer’s profit, Uncle Sam’s 
profit, the importer’s profit, and, lastly, the druggist’s profit. 
He declared that domestic perfumes would stand comparison 
with any foreign article, and, in fact, he thought the general 
standard of American perfumes was higher than that of the 
imported articles. Henry Dalley and others expressed similar 
views. It was finally decided to inaugurate a compaign of edu- 
cation, by circular letters, &c., to bring to the public’s attention 
more prominently the high quality and standard of domestic 
perfumes, and also to ask druggists to push American perfumes 
more vigorously. A fund was provided to carry on this cam- 
paign. 

F. C. McLaughlin, chairman of the Committee on Trade In- 
terests, reported that the same trade evils were as much in 


evidence as ever. Among them were the consignment of goods, 
prepayment of freight in less than $25 lots, jobbing discount to 
small trade, extra discount for cash, putting up domestic goods 
under fictitious foreign names, the practice of some essential oil 
houses selling to small trade and encouraging them by means 
of formule to engage in the manufacture of perfumes, the push- 
ing of foreign goods by retailers, &c. The committee was of the 
opinion that the correction of such trade evils was a matter for 
individual action on the part of the manufacturers largely. 

Henry Dalley, chairman of the Committee on Legislation, re- 
ported on the committee’s work during the past year and also 
called attention to bills now before Congress, namely, the Lover- 
ing bill for a drawback of internal revenue taxes on spirits con- 
tained in articles exported, and the Boutell bill for untaxed 
denaturized alcohol for industrial purposes. These measures 
were indorsed by the association. 

The association also favored parcels post legislation by Con- 
gress, and a reduction in freight rates on perfumes, toilet prep- 
arations, &¢c., to the Pacific Coast. Officers for the ensuing year 
were elected as follows: 

President, H. S. Woodworth of Rochester; first vice-presi- 
dent, Adolph Spiehler of Rochester; second vice-president, 
Frank B. Marsh; secretary, James E. Davis of Detroit; treas- 
urer, Robert C. Eastman of Cincinnati; members of the Execu- 
tive Board, Theodore Ricksecker and Sturgis Coffin, New York. 
An excellent dinner and entertainment were enjoyed by the 
members and friends at Sherry’s on Thursday evening. 

THE PATENT MEDICINE STAMP TAX IN ENGLAND. 

The London correspendent of Printers’ Ink writes of the 
patent medicine stamp tax as follows: “ It will be convenient 
to mention a change in the law which has just gone into effect. 
Patent medicines in this country bear a revenue stamp ad 
valorem—8 cents on a 25-cent article, 6 cents on anything from 
25 to 60 cents, and so on. There has been an announcement of 
a change in this matter—not in the nature of the law, but in 
the administration of it, which there may be some advantage 
in describing. In order to come within the charge of duty the 
rule has hitherto been that the goods must either be describe. 
as proprietary : recommended by wrapper or advertisement for 
the prevention, relief or cure of some disease, manufactured 
under letters patent, or said to be compounded in virtue of 
some exclusive or occult art or secret. Unless one of these 
things was done, there was no stamp duty. In practice many 
things escaped owing to the interpretation of the act of Par- 
liament, which had become traditional. For instance, no mat- 
ter how much a soap was recommended as medicated or cura- 
tive, it was never charged with duty, unless the directions for 
use said that it was to be allowed to dry on the skin—because 
in that case it was considered to be recommended as an applica- 
tion and not merely as a detergent. If a dentifrice was recom- 
mended as good for the toothache, or to prevent toothache, it 
would be liable to stamp duty; but if the proprietors chose to 
go out of their way a little and claim that the healthful clean- 
liness in the mouth set up by this dentifrice was a safeguard 
against toothache and decay of the molars, there was no duty. 
It has hitherto been held by the Board of Inland Revenue that 
the mere inclusion in a title of the name of a disease, without 
other specific recommendation, did not make a medicine liable. 
But the board has now given notice that from the first of 1904 
stamp duty will be required to be paid on all articles thus 
designated. For instance, ‘Toothache Drops,’ ‘ Headache 
Wafers,’ ‘Wind Pills,’ ‘Cough Linctus,’ hitherto free unless 
brought within the charge of duty by some other wording, will 
then become dutiable. One advantage, and a great one, of this 
is that it will hit the substitutor hard. Hitherto substitutors 
who live on other people’s advertising have generally escaped 
paying duty precisely because they did not have to bring them- 
selves into liability ; the recommendations involving duty were 
all done by the makers of the genuine articles substituted. 
From January 1 the substitutor is placed on the same footing 
as the vendor of honest goods; and as the latter will be no 
worse off than before, the change in the administration of the 
law may be welcomed as an advantage to advertisers.” 
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THE PROPRIETARY SITUATION IN CANADA. 


Canadian Wholesalers Want More Liberal Margins—Retailers Pro- 
test Against Advance in Proprietaries- Co-operative Buying 
Associations to Be Cut Off—Threats of Boycott on Both Sides. 
The meeting held by the Proprietary Association of Can- 

ada, at Toronto, on January 12, was of unusual interest, as 
is served as an occasion to bring to a focus the movement 
which was inaugurated some weeks since by the wholesale as- 
sociation with a view to securing better terms for the jobbers 
of proprietary remedies. 

This organization of Canadian wholesalers, which em- 
braces some twenty-five members, is of comparatively recent 
origin, and one of the first tasks undertaken by the organiza- 
tion was that of securing better terms on proprietary prepara- 
tions. 

Quite recently the officers of this organization approached 
certain of the leading proprietors with a view to bringing about 
a plan of co-operation which would insure a more liberal mar- 
gin of profit to the distributers. It was definitely stated, in 
fact. that the wholesale drug trade demanded a discount of 
15 and 5 per cent. from the prices made to the retailers. This 
demand was backed up with intimations that a failure to com- 





‘ply with the proposed terms would result in a practical boy- 


cott by all the members of the organization. Some of the pro- 
prietors objecting to the proposed change, it was then suggested 
that the prices to the retail drug trade be advanced by the 
proprietors sufficiently to cover the increased profit demanded 
by the wholesale drug trade. This suggestion becoming public, 
the retail drug trade were naturally much excited, as they did 
not relish the prospect of paying the addditional profit out of 
their own pockets to the jobbers. 

A meeting of the Proprietary Association of Canada occur- 
ring about this time at Toronto, the wholesale drug trade pre- 
ferred a request that a delegation from their organization 
be heard, and a similar request was made by the retail drug- 
gists’ association. 

The meeting between the three branches of the trade proved 
of unusual interest, and as a result of this meeting the re- 
tailers were given an assurance by the Executive Committee 
of the Proprietary Association that, in so far as the wishes of 
this committee might carry weight with the members of the 
organization, there should be no increase of price to the retail- 
ers. Another result of the conference was that the wholesale 
trade were induced to modify the position they had assumed 
and to rest satisfied with the present schedule of prices and 
terms, in so far as the membership of the Canadian Proprie- 
tary Association was concerned; but, in reaching this conclu- 
sion, they made a formal request that proprietary goods should 
not be sold in quantity lots to the various syndicates or retail 
dealers or to club buyers. After consideration, all the houses 
represented at this meeting reached the conclusion that this 
manner of distributing goods was detrimental to trade as to 
the goods, that while it was unfair in effect to the wholesale 
drug trade it worked a practical hardship upon the great mass 
of retail druggists who were not members of these syndicates, 
and who could not obtain the goods at the quantity figures; 
that it was an encouragement to cutting; that it tended to break 
all trade price arrangements because these syndicates divided 
up the quantity lots at the quantity prices and without a profit 
for handling. The decision was finally reached to draw up a 
report of the proceedings of the meeting and to recommend to the 
members of the association that this principle should be adopt- 
ed, and that they should be asked to arrange that neither 
directly nor through agencies would their respective goods be 
supplied to these retail organizations in quantities. Many of 
the houses immediately put in force the view adopted by the 
Executive Committee of the Canadian Proprietary Association, 
and this has caused quite a stir in several of the Canadian 
centers. 

There is frequently an amusing side to an important and 
serious matter. With this one there is no exception in this 
respect. The members of the retail syndicates threaten to 
boycott all goods that they cannot buy in quantity lots, and 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


the wholesaler threatens to close business relations with the 
proprietors of goods who continue to sell to the syndicates. 
The wholesale drug trade of Canada will not take up any new 
goods, excepting upon their own terms, and, all considered, the 
end would appear to be the loss of the proprietary trade to the 
wholesale druggists in Canada, and the general distribution 
of such goods through agents or dealers in proprietary articles. 

To those interested in this matter, and having interests in 
Canada, it may further be said that careful investigation 
shows clearly that this unnatural method of syndicate dis- 
tribution does not increase the sale of any medicine one bottle 
in the year. The principal retail druggists of the country de- 
clare firmly that they never go further than to supply what is 
asked for. In other words, there is no advantage in the syndi- 
cate direction as far as the advertising or pushing of these 
goods is concerned. 


THE N. A. R D.’S CENSURE OF THE SMITH, KLINE & 
FRENCH CO. 


Indignant Protest by the Firm. 





On January 20 the secretary of the National Association of 
Retail Druggists issued a “ pink slip” to the members of the 
associations affiliated with the National Association, contain- 
ing the following announcement: 


CIRCULAR A. 
N. A. R. D. Bureau of Information. 
ya roger of Smith, Kline & French Company, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ositive evidence in the hands of our Executive Committee reflects 
seriously upon the business methods of the above mentioned firm. Ad- 
mittedly sales have recently been made by them to persons well known 
to be aggressively hostile to the best interests of our business. 

If the Smith. Kline & French Company desire to practice such busi- 
ness methods, that is their own matter. Our duty is to notify you of 
phe BF ow a gt — 4 "> such action individually 

. esirable in view of the e t 
ats Pg me ee business. eT ene 
ndulgence by this firm in a practice which results in price- 
demoralization and disorganization among druggists should lose hom 
your support, and if you decide to place your account with some other 
par ig gg - your — eseeiete doubtless will, the firm named 
emselves alone to blame for any loss of patron 
nay sustain. Fraternally yours, $ . tadiacnd 
THos. V. Wooten, Secretary. 
A week previously the secretary had written to the alleged 


offending firm as follows: 


January 13, 1904. 
Smith, Kline & French Co., Philadelphia, Pa. F 
Dear Sirs, We have received information from Ozark, Ala., that 
Dr.F. B. Culiens (Cullens Drug Co.), Ozark, Ala., whose name appears on 
our list of aggressive cutters, has again received boxes weighing about 
400 pounds, containing supplies, said boxes having your mark thereon. 
It may be that some one is using your packing cases as a blind. 
If you can give us any assistance in this case it will be highly appre- 
ciated. Yours truly, 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RETAIL DRUGGISTS. 
‘ (Signed) Per J. D. Louderback. 
In reply to the foregoing, Smith, Kline & French Com- 
pany sent the following letter: 


ss PHILADELPHIA, January 16, 1904. 
The ae fascias of Retail Druggists, 79 Dearborn street, Cht- 
cago, a 

Dear Sirs, Replying to your letter of the 13th inst., we find that, 
by an oversight of our credit man, who passes upon the orders that 
come in the house, three orders were passed from the Cullens Drug 
Co. during November, three during December, and one in January. Of 
the November orders, one did not have any tripartite goods, and the 
other two had $20 and $26.67 respectively. Of the December orders, 
the first was for cigars only, the second had restricted goods amounting 
4 _— and the third, amounting to $5.59, and the January order, 

Of course, the amount of these goods is not material, under the cir- 
cumstances, and, of course, had the matter of this man being on the 
cutters’ list not been overlooked by the credit man, and had we under- 
stood the situation, probably no part of the order would have been 
filled, and we regret exceedingly that this matter, which is so closely 
scanned in the territory in which we usually do business, was over- 
looked when these orders came from a party who has been dealing with 
us off and on for several years, but who was not, suspected by the man 
of being on the cut-off list. 

Thanking you for bringing this to our attention, we are, 

Yours very truly. 
(Signed) SmirH, KLINE & FRENCH Co. 


Shortly after this letter was sent another order was re- 
ceived from the Cullens Drug Company, and Smith, Kline & 
French Company wrote to this firm as follows: 


January 22, 1904. 
Cullens Drug Co., Ozark, Ala. 

Gentlemen, We are in receipt of yours of the 20th inst., inclosing 
another order. Under the terms under which we are handling several 
et remedies, including the two mentioned in letter of the 18th 
nst., and several on your order received this morning, we cannot, as 
their wholesale agents. sell their goods to those who are reported as 
“Price demoralizers.” This explains our previous letter. 

We wish to add to that, that it is also a matter of preference with 
us not to ship any other goods to those who aid in breaking down the 
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comparatively small profits which the retail druggists, upon whose 
patronage we have depended for many years, are, we believe, entitled 
to.. For this reason we prefer not to ship any part of your present 
order, Yours truly, 


(Signed) SmitH, KLINE & FRENCH Co. 

Smith, Kline & French Company say, in a circular to the trade, 
that this letter of theirs declining to ship goods to the Cullens 
Drug Company was written before they had any notice or infor- 
mation that they had been placed on the unfair list. In this cir- 
cular the protest is made that the sales to the Cullens Drug 
Company were due to oversight and not any intentional viola- 
tion of contracts. Continuing, the circular says: 

“Our frank, full and prompt statement, together with our 
expression of regret, was sent in accordance with our usual 
custom, to lend every assistance that is possible, and give all 
the information that is possible, in like cases, and is a testi- 
mony to the uprightness with which we conduct our business. 
The difficulty of guarding against the filling of such orders can 
be best understood when we say that our orders average nearly 
800 a day. 

“Our loss in the sentiment created against us, in the sus- 
picion of our integrity that has been created, is already very 
great. We confidently appeal to the judgment of all in the 
trade that such penalties should not be inflicted on a house 
whose intentions to comply with the requirements of the tri- 
partite plan are so well known, and whose whole business life 
gives testimony to their loyalty to retail druggists.” 

FIRM RESTORED TO THE LIST. 

An investigation of the matter by the N. A. R. D. Executive 
Committee, and satisfactory assurances given by the Smith, 
Kline & French Company, have resulted in the reinstatement 
of the firm in the good graces of the N. A. R. D. A circular let- 
ter notifying the trade of the restoration of the name of the 
Smith, Kline & French Company to the list was sent out from 
the secretary’s office on January 29, thus restoring the status 
quo ante. 


NEW REGULATIONS FOR PURCHASING STATE HOSPITAL 
SUPPLIES. 


All Supplies to Be Purchased by Standards—Certain Makes Only 
to Be Designated—Galenicals to Be Manufactured by Apoth- 
ecaries—-New Preparations to Be Tried in One Hospital 
Only. 


The Commission in Lunacy for the State of New York, which 
has control of all the State hospitals for the insane, has recently 
adopted a new plan for the purchase of hospital supplies, which 
will no doubt commend itself to other groups of institutions 
having to purchase large supplies in this line. Under the new 
plan, the supplies, are divided into seven different classes, as 
follows : 

(1) Chemicals. (2) Pharmaceutical preparations, including 
pills, tablets, fluid extracts, ete. (3) Plasters’ dressing, etc. 
(4) Glassware, rubber goods and druggists’ sundries. (5) Sur- 
gical instruments and appliances. (6) Laboratory supplies. 
(7) Dry drugs, oils and miscellaneous items, and not included 
in any of the above classes. 

Under the new system certain makes, and no others, will 
be accepted by the hospitals, and hereafter superintendents 
of hospitals will be instructed to accept any one of the approved: 
makes. 

APPROVED MANUFACTURERS. 

The following is a list of manufacturers which has been ap- 
proved by the commission and whose goods will be accepted: 

Class 1. Chemicals: Mallinckrodt Chemical Works, Powers & 
Weightman, Rosengarten & Son, Merck & Co., Chas. Pfizer & 
Co. and Squibb & Sons. 

Class 2. Pharmaceutical Preparations: Parke, Davis & Co., 
Sharp & Dohme and Jokn Wyeth & Bro. 

Class 3. Plasters, dressings, etc.: J. Elwood Lee Company. 

In purchasing articles belonging to class 4, glassware, rub- 
ber goods, sundries, etc., class 5, surgical instruments, ete., 
class 6, laboratory supplies, and class 7, dry drugs and miscel- 


laneous items, the superintendents of the individual hospi- 
tals will be allowed to éxércise their own discretion until 
the plan of designation has been given a trial with the first 
three classes. 


APOTHECARIES TO MANUFACTURE GALENICALS, | 

The commission will hereafter require apothecaries to 
manufacture all alcoholic fluid extracts now purchased in quan- 
tites of 5 pints and upward, elixirs. ointments, etc., and a num- 
ber of preparations containing alcohol, and made according to 
standard formulas. This change has been made with the view 
of securing to the hospital the benefit derived from the use of 
tax free alcohol. Under the provisions of the United States 
Internal Revenue laws, the State hospitals secure alcohol at 
from 45 to 50 cents a gallon, where manufacturers have to pay 
from $2.45 to $2.50 per gallon. This reduction in cost is due to 
the fact that the hospitals, as charitable institutions, are per- 
mitted the use of alcohol free from any United States revenue 
tax. 

INTRODUCING NEW PREPARATIONS. 

The Hudson River State Hospital has been officially desig- 
nated by the State Commissioners of Lunacy as the only one 
of the hospitals in their care at which new remedies may be 
given trial, and until the new preparations have been given 
trial in ‘this hospital and have been approved of, no requisition 
from other hospitals for these new remedies will be honored. 





THE ILLINOIS PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION ON THE 
METRIC SYSTEM. ; 


At the executive session of the Illinois Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation, held in Chicago on January 20, the following resolu- 
tion was presented for adoption: 

Whereas, 'The Revision Committee of the U. S. P., in 1890. 
formally adopted the metric system as the standard for 
weights and measures of the pharmacopoeia ; and, 

Whereas, The consensus of opinion of authorities on phar- 
maceutical science both here and abroad is now even more 
favorable to the universal use of the metric system in phar- 
macy ; and, 

Whereas, It is commonly admitted that the use of the 
metric system by pharmacists in this country is the exception, 
rather than the rule; and, 

Whereas, It is generally believed that this neglect of the 
use of the metric system is mainly due to the fact that various 
dispensatories and commentaries on the U. S. P., which, by the 
courtesy of the Revision Committee, were permitted to use the 
text of the pharmacopeia, have invariably, in printing formu- 
las from the same, given the equivalents of the metric weights 
and measures in the terms of the ordinary system; therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Board of Trustees of the U. S. Pharma- 
copeial Convention be, and is hereby requested to limit the 
privileges of the copyrighted text of the pharmacopeeia to such 
publishers as will enter into a written agreement to print all 
formulas in the metric system, and without the use of equiva- 
lents in the weights and measures of any other system whatso- 
ever. 


John I. Straw offered the following as an amendment to 
the resolution: “ While we, the Illinois Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation, in executive session heartily indorse the sentiments as 
offered by Professor Bartlett, yet we believe that the coming 
Pharmacopeia will prove more useful to the rank and file of 
the medical and pharmaceutical profession of this country by 
having inserted in the text alternative formulas in the common 
weights and measures.” The amended resolution was then 
adopted. 





An Important Trade-Mark Decision. 

The Circuit Court of the United States in the city of Boston 
handed down, October 26, 1903, a decree restraining Thayer & 
Co., Cambridge, Mass., from using the word “ Painkiller” upon 
a compound made by themselves and granting a perpetual in- 
junction against their using this name, which was adopted many 
years ago by Perry Davis of Providence, R. I., to designate his 
medicine, and is now the property of his successors, The Davis 
& Lawrence Co., New York. 
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THE NEW YORK PHARMACY LAW FROM THE EXEC- 
UTIVE STANDPOINT. 


President Brundage Reviews the Year’s Work—Interesting Aspects 
of the Board Work—Definition of the Status of the Board 
Under the Civil Service Rules. 


In the admirable and extensive report submitted by the 
president of the State Board of Pharmacy, Dr. Albert H. 
Brundage, of Brooklyn, to the State Board at the annual 
meeting held in Albany, January 4, the work of the board was 
reviewed in detail and some of the notes which appear in the 
report explanatory of the objects and method of the board will 
prove of interest to our readers just now. 


PHARMACY PERMITS IN RURAL DISTRICTS. 


It appears from President Brundage’s report that the board 
has issued a number of permits during the past year to store- 
keepers in rural districts, but very great care is exercised in 
the selection of such permit holders, and permits are issued 
only after a thorough inspection of the neighborhood and in- 
quiry into the qualifications of the would be permit holder. If 
possible, a man is always selected who has had some previous 
experience in the handling of drugs or has made a careful 
study of them. The consciousness that he is under a certain 
degree of surveillance, is entrusted with a definite and grave 
responsibility, and that the continued holding of a permit may 
hinge upon his reliability and judiciousness in the discharge 
of the authorized functions, seems to influence the average 
permit holders to exercise great care, and in no way avuse the 
privilege, but make it productive of the highest good to all 
concerned. 

The board has concluded that hereafter, besides prohibiting 
permit holders from selling chloral hydrate, cocaine and 
morphine, opium should not be sold by such; thus it will be 
made less possible for opium habitues to obtain supplies of 
that narcotic, and more nearly confine its sale to a specially 
qualified class of dealers. 

Permit holders are not permitted to sell drugs from wagons, 
nor from any place other than that for which the permit is 
issued; nor is any person allowed to sell in place of the permit 
holder in his absence. This has been found to be a very im- 
portant requirement as a protection to public health and safety. 


REGISTRATION OF APPRENTICES. 


Dr. Brundage points out that many employers forget to 
mention their apprentices in making their annual applications 
for store registration, and as a consequence there is more or 
less trouble experienced when the apprentices apply for ad- 
mission to the examinations of the board for a pharmacist’s or 
druggist’s license. Furthermore, some employers also fail to 
have the apprentice registered as such by the board upon his 
beginning his apprenticeship, thus inviting subsequent difficulty 
in satisfactorily demonstrating the time of apprenticeship to 
the board. 

There continues to ve a dearth of apprentices having suitable 
preliminary education to qualify them to advantageously study 
and subsequently practice pharmacy. This Dr. Brundage 
thinks is due to several causes, among which appear the fol- 
lowing: 

“Comparative inadequate remuneration in the practice of 
pharmacy, either for self or another, considering the amount 
of time and labor spent in fitting for such practice, and the 
degree of skill required anu responsibility incurred in suc- 
cessfully practicing it. 

“ Another probable cause is the influx of many foreign born 
persons, who seem to naturally gravitate into pharmacy, and 
whose knowledge of the English language and common branches 
is, as a rule, very deficient. Thrown largely upon their own 
resources in a new country, they enter into very active competi- 
tion with the native born, and displace such by accepting lower 
wages, and perhaps also by some apparent superiority in ready 
adaptability to the general requirements of the business.” 


THE QUESTION OF MORAL CHARACTER. 
The president calls attention to the regrettable absence of 


any clause in the pharmacy law governing the question of 
moral fitness. Owing to the absence of any specific right to 
exercise jurisdiction the board ha’s been apparently compelled 
to register candidates who have wilfully committed perjury in 
the statements made as a basis for requiring and for requesting 
right to appear before the State Board for examination. An- 
other change which is spoken of as desirable and probable is 
the enactment of a law requiring all candidates for examina- 
tion to be graduates of colleges of pharmacy. 
ADULTERATION. 

The president speaks in most complimentary terms of the 
work of the Committee on Adulteration and Substitution, and 
of “the highly capable and efficient administration of Chair- 
man Diekmann.” 

“The work of this committee,” he says, “ has resulted in 
the collection of a considerable sum of money in penalties and 
has evidently taught many pharmacists salutary lessons. It 
will undoubtedly serve to more effectually protect the public 
in the future against adulterated and substituted drugs and 
medicines, and also to protect the law-abiding and conscientious 
pharmacist in his observance of the law. It is only fair to 
state that in a number of cases the board was convinced that 
the adulteration or substitution was without the connivance or 


” 


even knowledge of the discredited pharmacist, and due to the- 


carelessness, ignorance or utter indifference of a temporary or 
trusted regular clerk. But such does not, of course, lessen the 
menace to public health or welfare.” 

THE BOARD UNDER CIVIL SERVICE RULE. 

The president gives the facts, which have already been 
published in these columns, regarding the status of the board 
and its employees in relation to the Civil Service Commission. 
and quotes in full the opinion of the Attorney-General, whose 
conclusions are presented below : 


OPINION OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 


“T am therefore clearly satisfied that the State Board of 
Pharmacy is a State Board, and that the members thereof: are 
public officers. As they are elected, however, they are, of 
course, not subject to civil service rules and regulations, except 
as far as the same apply to elective officers. Their appointees 
are, however, in my judgment, State officers and subject to the 
provisions of the Civil Service Law. 

“The reasoning applied in my recent opinion in reference 
to the State Board of Barber Examiners- would, I think, be 
equally applicable to the case under consideration, and there- 
fore I am further of the opinion that the treasurer (or secre- 
tary with the authority and duties of treasurer) of the State 
Board of Pharmacy is a fiscal or disbursing officer of the State 
within the meaning of Section 19 of the Civil Service Law, as 
there can be no question but that the money paid into the hands 
of the treasurer (or secretary with the authority and duties 
of treasurer) is the property of the State, no matter what the 
Legislature may direct to be done with such money.” 


Upon the receipt of this opinion President Brundage and’ 


the secretary of the board appeared before the Civil Service: 


Commission in Albany on December 30, and the Commission, 


after hearing the arguments in the matter, defined the status: 


of the Board of Pharmacy and its employees as follows: 


“The members of the board are State officers. The in- 
spectors of the board are in the competitive class, and any 
additions or substitutions in the staff of the same must be: 
upon competitive examination. Their pay-rolls and accounts: 


must be certified by the Commission. The present inspectors: 


are continued and indorsed as such.” 

In conclusion the president offered a recommendation that 
the board endeavor to secure through the State Pharmaceutical 
Association, or otherwise, the following: 

“1. The insertion in the Pharmacy Law of a clause re- 
quiring that a person shall be of good moral character as one 
of the conditions in obtaining a license to practice pharmacy. 

“2. The adjustment of the conflict between the Pharmacy 
Law and the Penal Code regarding the sale of poisons and in 
all other matters in which these two laws disagree. 

“3. The enactment of a law which will prohibit the sale 
of cocaine, opium, morphine, ete., to drug habitwes, or other 
improper persons.” 

As stated in our report of the proceedings, the report of 
the president was unanimously adopted by the full board. 
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National Co-operative Drug Company. 


Conferences have been going on for some weeks between the 
New York Consolidated Drug Company, the Calvert Drug Com- 
pany of Baltimore and the Philadelphia Wholesale Drug Com- 
pany, which may possibly result in the organization as a Na- 
tional Co-operative Drug Company. The first step in this direc- 
tion will be taken by the issuance of a circular note from the 
New York Consolidated Drug Company to their stockholders, pro- 
posing that this buying association be converted into a regular 
wholesale drug company, along the lines of the Calvert Com- 
pany of Baltimore. This company were originally organized 
upon the same basis as the Consolidated Drug Company of New 
York, but they now furnish stockholders all unrestricted goods 
at the wholesale price, plus 3 per cent. All restricted and tri- 
partite goods are sold to stockholders, and all goods of any de- 
scription save proprietaries are sold to all customers at regular 
jobbing price. The profits arising from these sales have been 
sufficient to enable the Calvert Company to pay a very satisfac- 
tory dividend to the stockholders in addition to the advantages 
accruing from the purchase of unrestricted goods. At the an- 
nual meeting of the New York Consolidated Drug Company, 
held a fortnight since, the officers of the preceding year were 
re-elected as follows: President, Felix Hirseman ; vice-president, 
George Gregorius; treasurer, A. Wortman; secretary, George 
Leinecker. 


The New Poison Law for the District of Columbia. 

The poison law which is now being prepared by the Board 
of Pharmacy of the District of Columbia, wand which will prob- 
ably be forwarded to the commissioners for report within the 
next ten days, will, it is thought, contain a provision to insure 
reliable information on the amount of cocaine sold in the Dis- 
trict. If it does not, Dr. Woodward, Health Officer of the Dis- 
trict, says he will recommend such a change as to compel the 
druggists to regulate the quantity and not the “ quality ” of the 
drug they sell. The present law provides that the “ quality ” 
of cocaine sold by druggists.shall be registered. Dr. Woodward 
said he was of the opinion that the framers of the law meant 
the quantity and not quality. 


Important Drawback Decision. 

The United States Treasury Department recently rendered 
an important decision on drawbacks. The case in question was 
that of the Monsanto Chemical Works of St. Louis. The De- 
partment directed that on the exportation by that company of 
manganese dioxide as a crude by-product, resulting wholly 
from imported potassium permanganate used by the company in 
the manufacture of saccharine, a drawback will be allowed, 
based upon the amount of the duties paid on the imported 
potassium permanganate represented in the by-product ex- 
ported less the legal deduction of 1 per cent. The Department 
holds that when a by-product is not a mere accidental incident 
to a manufacture and when it has a use in consumption with- 
out going through another process of manufacture, a draw- 
back of the duties paid on the imported materials entering into 
it can be allowed. 


DRUG INCORPORATIONS. 


Certificates of incorporation have been filed recently of the 
following new concerns: 

Alvo Remedy Company, Portland, Maine. Directors—Charles 
Dunn, jr., H. P. Sweetser, I. W. Dyer, M. G. Connellan, of Port- 
land. Object, to manufacture and deal in drugs and medi- 
cines ; capital, $150,000. 

Anson Drug Company, Wadesboro, N. C. 
W. L. Richardson, P. R. Bennett and others. 
drugs; capital, $2,500. 

Arkansas Drug Company, Eldorado, Ark. Incorporators— 
W. D. Chew, T. C. Chew and others. Object, to deal in drugs; 
capital, $4,000. 


Incorporators— 
Object, to deal in 
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Berger Drug Company, Bridgeton, N. J. Incorporators— 
William C. Berger, Daniel A. Brower and Herbert Cossaboon. 
Object, to manufacture drugs; capital, $100,000. 

Bernauer Drug Company, Chicago, Ill. Incorporators—- 
Thomas H. Robinson, N. H. Boardman and C. E. Fassbinder. 
Object, to manufacture drugs and chemicals; capital, $2,500. 

The Boston Pharmacy Company, Worcester, Mass.  Di- 
rectors—Arthur S. Brackett, Edwin A. Small and William A. 
Brown. Object, to deal in drugs; capital, $10,000. 

The Bridge Drug Company, Salt Lake City, Utah. Di- 
rectors—Joseph M. Tanner, Samyel H. Allen and Richard 
Bridge. Object, to deal in drugs; capital, $10,000. 

Charm Chemical Company, Woodglen, N. J. Incorporators— 
Eugene Cowell, H. K. Lance and I. Tompkins. Object, to deal 
in drugs; capital, $2,100. 

Connor Medicine Company, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
rators—W. F. Hutcheson, S. H. 
others. Capital, $10,000. 

Fariss-Klutz Drug Company, Greensboro, N. C. 
rators—John J. Fariss, A. J. Klutz and C. G. Wright. 
$25,000. 

Dr. E. B. Herrick Medical Company, New York, N. Y. Di- 
rectors—N. K. King and E. T. Wells, New York, and P. C. 
Hunt, Buffalo. Capital, $2,000. 

Higgins Drug Company, Goldsboro, N. C. Incorporators— 
John R. Higgins, W. J. Jones, jr., A. H. Edgerton, B. H. Griffin 
and the Humphrey-Gibson Company. Capital, $25,000. 

The International Serum Toxin Company, of Phoenix, Ariz., 
have been incorporated in Springfield, Ill., with a capital of 
$1,000,000. 


Incorpo- 
Campbell, J. E. Connor and 


Incorpo- 
Capital, 


Marlon Chemical Company, Jersey City, N. J. Incorpo- 
rators—Louis G. Miner, Franklyn S. Cobb, Marshall Whitlateh 
and J. Oakley Hobbs, jr. Capital, $10,000. 

Swan & Co., New York, N. Y. Incorporators and directors— 
John K. Hunter, P. B. Begg and C. S. Ostrander. Object, chem- 
ists, druggists, etc.; capital, $100,000. 

The Dr. Unger Medicine Company, Toronto, Canada. 
tal, $60,000. 

The Verminite Laboratory, Incorporated, White Plains, N. 
Y. Directors—F. M. Lee, W. H. Humphreys and A. Parker 
Smith. Capital, $35,000. 

Waldron Drug Company, Waldron, Ark. 
Caver, F. W. Bird, F. J. May, C. 
$10,000. 

S. H. Wyss Drug Company, Alton, Ill. Incorporators— 
Samuel H. Wyss, D. B. Wyss, Adolph W. F. Faullmann. Ob- 
ject, wholesale and retail drug business; capital, $5,000. 


Capi- 


Directors—G, P. 
E. Forrester. Capital, 


DIED. 


ALLEN.—-In Montgomery, Ala., on Thursday, January 21, 
Robert W. Allen, in the thirty-fourth year of his age. 

Att.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Tuesday, January 19, Edward 
Alt, in the sixty-third year of his age. 

Butiarp.—In New York, N. Y., on Thursday, January 21, 
Enoch Patterson Bullard, in the eighty-fifth year of his age. 

Day.—In St. Louis, Mo., on Wednesday, January 20, Wil- 
liam G. Day. 

De Movitte.—In Nashville, Tenn., on Monday, January 18, 
Samuel Louis De Moville, in the seventy-ninth year of his age. 

FRAVELL.—In Marion, Ind., on Thursday, January 21, George 
R. Fravell. 

Hutyi.—In Pittsfield, Mass., on Saturday, January 23, Fred- 
erick Allen Hull, in the fifty-fourth year of his age. 


A polemical gent. of Manhat. 

Swore, “ My crown never bore derby hat; 
Only Alpine or topper, 

As occasion made proper.” 

(But he didn’t know where he was at). 
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Greater New York News. 





Dr. Charles C. Yarbrough, chief of the biological department 
of Frederick Stearns & Co., Detroit, was in the city recently. 


J. F. Ulrichs of the firm of J. F. Ulrichs & Co., of San Fran- 
cisco, stopped in the city a few days on his way to Europe. He 
sailed the latter part of January. 


Jacob Schoellkopf, Jr., president of the Schoellkopf, Hart- 
ford & Hanna Co., and William Hanna, vice-president and 
manager of the Boston branch of that company, were in town 
last week. 


George B. Martin, the American agent of Otto S. Jervell, a 
cod liver oil refiner of Aalesund, Norway, has received a cable- 
gram from his principal, stating that the firm’s warehouse was 
not destroyed in the recent fire at Aalesund. 


Men prominent in the local drug trade were elected recently 
to the directorate of the New York Board of Trade and Trans- 
portation as follows: Thomas F. Main, John M. Peters, Jesse L. 
Hopkins, Albert Plaut and William Jay Schieffelin. 


There is a new pharmacist in the naval laboratory of the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard, Pharmacist E. T. Morse having been de- 
tached from the Portsmouth Navy Yard and ordered to duty 
there last month. 


Charles L. Safford, of the Safford Stamp Mfg. Company, 
Chicago, Ill., was among the recent visitors to this city, mak- 
ing his headquarters at the New York offices of his company, 
31 Broadway. 

L. L. Pope, of the Lawrence-Williams Company, Cleveland, 
proprietors of Gombault’s Caustic Balsam, spent several days 
in the city recently on business. It is reported that Mr. Pope 
has definitely resigned the pool championship of the drug trade. 


Dr. C. H. Searle, son of G. D. Searle, president of the 
Searle & Hereth Company, of Chicago, has organized the firm 
of C. H. Searle & Co., and engaged in the sale of heavy chem- 
icals, essential oils, ete, as importers and manufacturers’ 
agents, at 152-154 Lake street, Chicago. Dr. Searle visited 
New York City recently in the interest of his new firm. 


In the suit of Saxlehner vs. Eisner & Mendelson Company, 
Judge Wallace of the United States Circuit Court recently 
signed a decree awarding Saxlehner $31,030.36, together with 
$2,365.55 costs, which the Eisner & Mendelson Company must 
pay to Saxlehner as damages for their use of labels imitating 
Saxlehner’s label of Hunyadi Janos water on Hungarian Bitter 
waters such as Hunyadi Matyas and others. 


M. Dluglasch, proprietor of the Broadway Drug Company, 
now at 177 Broadway, will shortly remove to 231 Broadway, 
where he will occupy the premises formerly presided over by 
a distinguished “ mixologist,” who is widely known among the 
newspaper fraternity as “the only William.” The location is 
considered a very desirable one, being on the west side of 
Broadway, opposite the postoffice. 


In the customs protest case of Lewis German & Co., Judge 
Wheler, in the United States Circuit Court last week, decided 
that ginger which had been ground and pressed, the extract be- 
ing used for medicinal purposes and the substance of the ginger 
left in cakes, is properly dutiable at 3 cents a pound, and not 
entitled to free entry, as claimed by the importers. 

Dr. Charles Wells, who represents Frederick Stearns & Co. 
in Brooklyn, has numerous friends and acquaintances in the 
trade. An evidence of his popularity is that he has been pro- 
posed for membership in the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society. Dr. Wells is a graduate of the New York College 
of Pharmacy, class of 1891. He was formerly with Hance Bros. 
& White, and is well and favorably known throughout the ter- 
ritory which he covers. 

A new drug importing firm, Fitzsimmons, Gleeson & Co., have 
been incorporated in this State, with headquarters at 8 Cedar 
street, this city. The authorized capital is $125,000. The offi- 
cers are A. P. Hamilton president, C. J. A. Fitzsimmons vice- 
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president, C. L. Gleeson secretary, and James Schneider treas- 
urer. These, with R. A. Vogel, constitute the directors. 


Uriah Freedman, proprietor of the pharmacy at 30 Jorale- 
mon street, Brooklyn, has been subjected to considerable annoy- 
ance by the small boys of the neighborhood, who would ring 
the night bell attached to the store and play other disagreeable 
pranks. He tried to make an example of one of his tormentors 
a few days ago, and the results were not at all to his satisfac- 
tion, for the parents of the child brought a charge of assault 
against him, it being alleged that the boy was kicked and his 
ear was pulled until it bled. Mr. Freedman was tried in the 
Court of Special Sessions and sentenced to pay a fine of $50. 


The Bushwick Pharmaceutical Society’s first annual recep- 
tion, held recently at Cooper Hall, Cooper street and Ridgewood 
avenue, Brooklyn, was a decided success. The hall was prettily 
decorated, American flags predominating. It was purely a social 
affair, and the members of the society and their friends present 
numbered about 200. At 1 o’clock the supper march, headed by 
President Kunkel and his fair partner began. Each lady present 
received a souvenir fan. Much of the credit for the success of 
the event is due to President Kunkel, Secretary Otto Edler, who 
was chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, Chairman 
Charles Mittenzweig of the Reception Committee, and Walter 
Schneider, chairman of the Floor Committee 


The very latest in the way of drug organizations is the 
Manhattan Drug Porters’ Association, which owes its existence 
to the colored porters in the employment of four prominent 
drug firms in this city. The association numbered four on 
January 19, when a representative of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
talked with one of its four officers at John W. Ferrier’s drug 
store in Sixth avenue, near Forty-second street, and received 
a card of admission to the “ grand annual ball” of the organiza- 
tion, which is billed to take place at Lyric Hall March 15. 
Charles W. Johnson, the president, is employed by Reuben R. 
Smith; David A. Emery, vice-president, is with Kellog & Co.; 
Peter Baines, secretary, is John C. Denner’s factotum, while 
David E. Jones, treasurer, is the trusty porter who takes or- 
ders from Fred. Borggreve, the manager of John W. Ferrier’s 
branch store at the address given. 


° MR. ROCKEY IS NOT AN EASY MARK. 


Because of two attempts at robbery, in which Walter S. 
Rockey, a druggist at Thirty-fourth street and Highth avenue, 
has been the victim, it is believed by the business men in that 
neighborhood that there is an organized band of young men 
who work in the Thirty-fouth street and the Highth avenue 
surface cars, robbing passengers. 

According to Mr. Rockey, last Monday night he boarded a 
northbound Eighth avenue car near his pharmacy on his way 
home. He said that five young men, ranging in age from 17 
to 25, were in the car, and after a short time they attempted 
to steal from him a $250 diamond pin. Their attempt was 
frustrated, however, and they left the car. 

Mr. Rockey says he left the store and as he stood on the 
corner waiting for his car he saw the gang, consisting of five 
men, board the same car that he also boarded. One of the 
men, Mr. Rockey says, sat beside him, and when Thirty-fifth 
street was reached held a newspaper under Mr. Rockey’s chin 
and attempted to steal the pin. Mr. Rockey says he seized the 
man by the throat and punched him in the jaw with his left 
hand. Being a powerful athlete, a member of the New York 
Athletic Club, Mr. Rockey was able to knock the man to the 
floor, but in hitting him dislocated his own shoulder. 

Mr. Rockey said that two of the men ran from the rear 
of the car and picked up their comrade, while the other two 
pushed aside the passengers, and all five made their escape. 
The five, Mr. Rockey said, escaped west in Thirty-fifth street. 

Tie attempts at robbery as told by Mr. Rockey were sub- 
stantiated by Dr. Connor, house surgeon of the French Hos- 
pital. Dr. Connor said that he had a similar experience about 
two weeks ago, and expressed the opinion that it was by the 
same band of men. Mr. Rockey has placed the case in the 
hands of the police. 
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Price Cutters Keep to Rates—Moving Against Trading Stamps— 
Work of the Board of Pharmacy. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, February 3.—There is reason for some complaint 
on the part of the Buffalo retail druggist, and also for some 
good feeling. Sales are nowhere called large, the winter being 
one that shuts up the people, but does not seem to add to their 
needs from the druggists’ stores. The trade is pretty steady, 
though, and there is no real complaint from any quarter. The 
price cutter, on the other hand, seems to have done his worst 
and found that it is not as profitable a business as he thought, 
for the report now is that the very worst of that class—and 
there were some here who were of the worst in that line—are 
sticking to the regular prices about as steadily as any one, so 
that the Erie County Pharmaceutical Association is quite tran- 
quil in that regard. 


ATTACKING THE TRADING STAMPS. 


So the association had to look about for something else to 
go up against, and it easily discovered the trading stamp non- 
sense and it went for it tooth and nail. Every possible effort 
is being made to get the druggists in line for a new law that 
shall either forbid the practice entirely, or so regulate it that 
the issuers of the stamps shall redeem them in cash or in some 
way that will take most of the objectionable features out of 
them. 

THE WESTERN BRANCH OF THE STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY, 
at its last meeting, issued the following licenses: Sylvan 
Zacharia, Charles T. Pohlman and John H. Rider, on exchange 
for older licenses; on examination, George A. Matthews, phar- 
macist (with Stoddart Bros., Buffalo), and the following drug- 
gists: Charles J. Loree (with A. J. Werner, Buffalo),’ Albert 
D. Steadwell (student), Frank M. Inglis (formerly with Rider 
Bros., Buffalo), Edgar H. Lincoln (student, formerly at Mason 
Pharmacy, Friendship, N. Y-), Edward J. Griffin (formerly in 
hospital dispensary, United States Army), W. R. Davis (student, 
formerly of Norwich, N. Y.). 

Secretary Reimann, of the Western Branch of the State 
Board of Pharmacy, is very busy taking care of the registry 
and other duties of his office, but is still able to take part in 
the coming carnival of the Orpheus, which takes place at the 
City Convention Hall February 15. He is in charge of one of 
the floats, representing the Chevalier de La Salle taking charge 
of Louisiana for France in 1682. There are many figures, in- 
cluding Indians, besides boats and profuse floral decorations in 
connection. 

WESTERN NEW YORK OCCURRENCES IN BRIEF. 


The Buffalo Druggists’ Bowling Club beat the Unions of 
Buffalo, in the late match game, 2,835 points to 2,782, and are 
now scoring up for the set-to with the Rochester druggists, 
which takes place in Buffalo some time in February. An effort 
will be made to bring out the leading druggists of the city to 
the banquet that follows. 

The Red Cross Pharmacy, on Grant street, Buffalo, has been 
sold to Merkly & Albright, who were both licensed by the State 
Board last March. Mr. Merkly has been city relief clerk for 
some time, and Mr. Albright has been clerk in the store of 
A. M. Palmer, of the State Board, at Olean. 

W. C..Fehrmann, formerly a Buffalo druggist, has bought 
the drug store of Hoag & Co., at Middleport, associating with 
him John Benson, a Middleport capitalist, the firm name being 
Benson & Fehrmann. 

George W. Keopka has bought the drug store of Hogden & 
Twohey, on Triangle street, Buffalo, and engaged Sylvan 
Zacharia as pharmacist. The sellers still retain their uptown 
store. 

Edwin W. Brainard, formerly of Hornellsville, has moved 
his drug store to South Park avenue, Buffalo, and engaged La 
Mont Boice as pharmacist. 
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John H. Mason, formerly with S. A. Grove, Buffalo, has en- 
gaged at the pharmacy of Stein & Duffy, Niagara Falls. 

R. R. Baxter, who had charge of McDonald’s pharmacy 
at Depew during the owner’s illness, is now in the drug depart- 
ment at Faxon’s, Buffalo. 

Edward G. Van Winkle, formerly at the Cursons phar- 
macy, Buffalo, is now with the new Lemons pharmacy, on Tona- 
wanda street, Buffalo. Mrs. Cursons has engaged to fill the 
vacancy, C. F. Larzelere, from the Faxon pharmacy, Lockport. 

The E. N. Riggs pharmacy, on Main street, Buffalo, is still 
in receiver’s hands and has not yet registered, so that there 
is a possibility that it may not be continued. 

The Western Branch of the State Board of Pharmacy cleaned 
up all its court cases so thoroughly last year that it has little 
to do in that line now. Besides, it is not easy to scour the 
country through deep snow in search of delinquencies. 

AMONG THE TRAVELING FRATERNITY. 

Among the traveling salesmen who have been the Buffalo 
round within the past few days is P. R. Dreyer, of P. R. 
Dreyer & Co., the essential oil house of Broad street, New York. 

George W. Johnson, who looks after this territory for 
Thomas W. Houchin & Co., drug sundries, dropped in upon 
us at the end of last month, and was able to find-a good number 
of druggists who needed his specialties. 

The Roesslacher & Hasslacher Chemical Company send us 
their special salesman, Burton T. Bush, who began the month 
in this territory and did not make the visit in vain. 

George C. Gildersleve, who is now the salesman for the 
Philadelphia drug house of John Wyeth & Brother, was in this 
city last month, and was able to satisfy both his house and his 
customers. 

Arthur W. McKey was in Buffalo a few days ago, looking 
after the interests of the New York distillers and importers 
of drugs, Fritzsche Brothers, selling a liberal amount of stock. 

W. J. Marshman, who is the personal representative of 
Woodworth’s perfumes, saw all his old customers in the city 
last month, and was able to make it generally desirable to 
repeat the visit. 

James McKnight spent a few pleasant days, in spite of the 
worst of winter weather, selling to the Buffalo druggists what 
they need of the stock of chemicals of W. J. Bush & Co. 

R. S. Arcularius, now the special salesman for this district 
of the New York house of Muehlens & Kropff, disposed of toilet 
soaps and cologne in quantity on his last visit. as usual. 


A Committee of the A. Ph. A. that Interests Retailers. 

The Committee on Practical Pharmacy and Dispensing of 
the American Pharmaceutical Association have started an ag- 
gressive campaign to secure material for the meeting at Kan- 
sas City next September. This is one of the most interesting 
sections of the association, especially’to retail pharmacists; in 
fact, it was formed for their special benefit. Every one who 
takes an interest in this work is urged to communicate with 
the chairman, W. H. Burke, of 187 Woodward avenue, Detroit, 
Mich. 

Dr. Eno Sanders, of St. Louis, offers a prize of $50 for the 
best paper presented to this section. There is not a pr ogressive 
pharmacy in America that does not have something of in- 
terest to report to this section. It may be a time or labor 
saving device, or process used in the prescription department ; 
it may be a capsule-filling machine; it may be a formula; it 
may be some laboratory method; it may be some convenient 
way of storing and keeping stock. This section is the national 
clearing house for ideas and experiences anent practical phar- 
macy. 


Geo. W. Voss, the well-known pharmacist of Cleveland, O., 
is arranging to personally conduct a party of tourists through 
Europe next summer. The tour, as outlined in an artistic cir- 
cular issued by Mr. Voss, occupies 74 days and will cost $550. 
Any one contemplating a European tour would do well to write 
him for a copy of his booklet. : 
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Boston Druggists’ Association Dine and Elect Officers—Dr. Hoff- 
man Stirs Up N. A. R. D. Matters at the Hub—Legislation 
Affecting Druggists—Students Make Merry. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, February 3.—The annual meeting and dinner of 
the Boston Druggists’ Association was held at the Parker 
House on January 26. President Richardson had charge of 
affairs. The annual reports of the treasurer and secretary were 
presented, after which the treasurer stated that he had de- 
posited $3,000 of the association’s money in trust for a term of 
25 years, the interest only to be use by the organization. Ed- 
ward M. Almeida, Thomas H. Shea and Orris W. Nelson were 
elected to membership, and an application was received from 
L. W. Lamson, of Hopedale. The resignation of D. Wallace 
Rintels, who is about to go to New York, was accepted. The 
following officers were elected: President, Charles F. Nixon; 
treasurer, George H. Ingraham; secretary, James O. Jordan; 
Executive Committee: Fred A. Hubbard, George F. Kellogg, 
Joel S. Orne, G. L. Roskell, W. D. Wheeler, E. W. Keyes, C. P. 
Flynn; Membership Committee: A. K. Tilden, J. G. Godding, 
F. A. Davidson, W. F. Sawyer and Henry Canning. . 

The transaction of the above business was followed by the 
reception and dinner, both events being enlivened by popular 
music. The disposition of the banquet was followed by speech- 
making, Hon. William H. H. Emmons, chairman of the Police 
Board, being the principal speaker. He was followed by 
George M. Hoyt, Ph.G., president of the Board of Pharmacy, 
and Amos K. Tilden. President-elect Nixon was unable to be 
present, because of illness in his family. 





N. A. R. D. ORGANIZER WELCOMED TO BOSTON. 

Local druggists are pleased to again see Dr. Hoffman. once 
more in this vicinity in behalf of the N. A. R. D. It is under- 
stood that New England will be his field of operations for a 
time. His active personality has made itself already felt by 
calling the local associations together. Last Thursday Auxil- 
iary No. 2 met at the College of Pharmacy, and on the follow- 
ing day there was a meeting of Auxiliary No. 4. The conditions 
about the State were thoroughly discussed before each gather- 
ing. 

DRUG LEGISLATION. 

The time for the flood of proposed legislation is at hand. 
The Mayor of Newton asks that every holder of a sixth-class 
license shall place upon every bottle or package of liquor sold 
by him a label showing the name and kind of liquor, the name 
of the person so selling, and the town or city and place of busi- 
ness. There is a bill relating to the sale of cigarettes. It 
provides that the Secretary of State shall grant a license, upon 
the payment of a fee of $25, to any person who files in his 
office a certificate, signed by the Mayor or any member of the 
City Council, or by a majority of the Selectmen of a town, stat- 
ing that the applicant is of good repute and is or has declared 
his intentions to become a citizen of the United States. The 
license will be good for éne year, may be revoked, and may be 
renewed by a payment of the fee. Violation of this law is to 
be punishable by a fine of not less than $50 nor more than $100. 
Another measure aims to make the use of trading stamps and 
coupons unlawful. A bill has also been entered prohibiting 
the use of boracic and salicylic acids in the preservation of 
food products. 

REDUCED APPROPRIATION FOR ANTITOXIN. 

The amendment to the appropriation bill of the State 
Board of Health, introduced by Senator Craig, and reducing 
from $8,000 to $6,500 the amount desired for antitoxin produc- 
tion, was recently discussed by that body. There was opposi- 
tion to Senator Craig, but he argued that the Board had $5,000 
for antitoxin last year and had not produced an ounce; they 
now asserted that $6,500 would suffice, and no more should be 
given them. This idea prevailed, and the bill was passed to be 
engrossed. 
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CLASS BANQUET AT THE M. C. P. 

The members of the class of 1904, M. C. P., held their 
annual banquet at the United States Hotel last Thursday even- 
ing. The president, W. C. Welsh, was at the head of the table 
and acted as toastmaster. There were responses from nearly 
every member of the class, and a general good time resulted. 
Mr. Doherty was awarded the prize for the best response, Mr. 
Homer presided at the piano, Mr. Collette contributed several 
songs and there were selections by the “ Bug House” Quartette. 
The menu was cleverly arranged, pharmaceutical and chemical 
topics and faculty take-offs receiving more attention than the 
subject of eatables. The affair was in charge of the following 
committee: S. G. Bixby, E. P. Carney, J. T. Mahoney, W. G. 
Treat and Theo. Dangelmayer, jr. 

STUDENTS HAVE A THEATER PARTY. 

A delegation of M. C. P. students attended one of the local 
theaters in a body on the evening of January 22. Enthusiasm, 
at least, was on tap, and those on the stage had an appreciative 
audience. Encores were the order of the evening. 

BEACH & CLARIDGE COMPANY LOSE. 

The bill brought by the Beach & Claridge Company, manu- 
facturers of soda water requisites, to restrain the Cannabis 
Mfg. Company, of New York, et al., from foreclosing a mort- 
gage for $57,000 upon factory property on Camden street, was 
dismissed in the Supreme Court recently. The plaintiff mort- 
gagors claimed that they had an agreement with the Cannabis 
Mfg. Company and the Union Selling Company for extension 
of the mortgage one year upon paying $10,000. 

MORE AYER MONEY FOR HOSPITALS. 

The city of Lowell has again been the gainer by the gen- 
erosity of Frederick Ayer, of New York. He has just given 
$50,000 to the General Hospital of that city for the construc- 
tion of an additional building, which will provide 24 or 30 
more beds, a maternity department and an operating room. 

TALKED ABOUT. 

J. and R. Harris, of the class of 1903, M. C. P., are about 
to open a new store at Edward Everett square, Dorchester. 

A. H. Benhard, Ph.G., M. C. P., 94, recently joined the navy. 
For the present he is stationed at the Marine Hospital, Chelsea. 

A trio of young chaps were recently arrested and charged 
with attempted burglary at Kilgore’s store, Hyde Park. They 
were later held for the grand jury. ‘ 

The police of Chelsea recently raided the store of the 
Thompson Drug Company and seized a quantity of hard liquors. 
They also went to the room of Mrs. Elizabeth M. Thompson, 
alleged to be the proprietor of the store, and seized a quantity 
of hard liquors in jugs and decanters. 

The Democratic City Committee of Newton has unanimously 
voted to oppose the granting of sixth-class licenses next May. 

The last monthly report of the State Board of Health 
shows the examination of 76 samples of drugs, of which 28 
varied from legal standard. The drugs found to be adulterated 
were aqua destillata, chloroformum, glycerinum, oleum limonis, 
phenacetin, sodii boras, spiritus camphore and tincture iodi. 
One Hub retailer was prosecuted for selling tincture of iodine 
below strength, but the case was finally not pressed. 

According to one of the local papers, an association of liquor 
dealers is watching druggists for yiolations of sixth-class license 
provisions, and if any are discovered prosecutions are to ensue. 


The Kentucky Board. 

At the meeting of the Kentucky Board of Pharmaty, held 
in Covington on January 12, the following were registered: 
R. B. Perry, Cynthiana; T. C. Rogers, Greenville; M. R. De 
-*auw, Latonia; H. W. Sublett, Bowling Green; A. H. Dicker- 
son, Xenia, O.; J. J. Volpert, Louisville; L. F. Fischer, Coving- 
ton; H. M. Witherspoon, Louisville; J. P. Kelsay, Yosemite; W. 
S. Wylie, Huntington, W. Va.; J. T. Mathis, Lexington, and 
W. E. Ray, Hyden. 

The next meeting will be held in Louisville April 12. The 
secretary, J. W. Gayle, Frankfort, will furnish application 
blanks to those desiring to present themselves for examination. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 
Pure Food Commission Stirs Up the Drug Trade—The Philadel- 
phia Drug Exchange Elects Officers—Wanderers Win Out— 
The Carter Pill Cases. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, February 5.—The past two weeks have been 
eventful ones for the druggists in this city. The pure food 
commission knows it has an easy thing when it brings suit 
against a druggist, for he generally settles without contesting 
the case. Last week George B. Evans was one of the victims 
of Commissioner Warren. The warrants were issued by Mag- 
istrate Cunningham. Besides Mr. Evans, two others were also 
arrested for the selling of adulterated blackberry brandy. It 
appears that some time ago a man came to the Chestnut street 
store of Mr. Evans and presented a physician’s prescription 
for a pint of blackberry brandy. As Mr. Evans did not have 
any on hand he told the man so, but accommodated him, as 
the man said he wanted it for a sick wife. He sent to Robert 
Steele’s, one of the leading wholesale liquor houses in this 
city, and purchased one quart. From this he filled the pre- 
scription. The man then went to the Market street store and 
presented a prescription for half a pint. This store sent around 
to Chestnut street and got what was left of the quart. The 
blackberry brandy in both instances came from the same bottle. 
No report was made against the Chestnut street store, but one 
was made against the Market street store. The case was im- 
mediately settled. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PHILADELPHIA DRUG EXCHANGE 
was held on February 28. Like all previous meetings, there 
was considerable discussion indulged in, and matters of gen- 
eral interest to the business world were discussed. Th2 recent 
order of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company not permitting 
all trains to run into Broad street station was one of the chief 
topics. There are two elements in this exchange: one that is 
ultra conservative, and the other that is progressive and ener- 
getic. The latter party deemed it expedient to take some action 
on the stopping of trains in West Philadelphia, and although 
there was some opposition the resolution on this subject was 
referred to the incoming Board of Directors. The election re- 
sulted in the choice of the following officers: President, Edward 
J. Lavino; vice-president, Harry B. Rosengarten; secretary, 
William Gulager; treasurer, Edward H. Hance; directors, 
Adam Pfromm, Walter V. Smith, Clayton F. Shoemaker, Mah- 
lon N. Kline, Richard V. Mattison, M. D., John Fergusson, 
Adolph W. Miller, M. D., A. Robinson McIlvaine, 

CHARGED WITH SELLING IMITATIONS OF CARTER’S LITTLE LIVER 

PILLS. 

Two druggists have been arrested and held under bail of 
$400 on the charge of selling imitations of Carter’s Little Liver 
Pills. Charles M. Olcott, manager of the Carter Medicine Com- 
pany, gave out a statement to the newspapers here to the 
effect that hereafter they will take criminal as well as civil 
action against counterfeiters in the future. He stated that 
some 40 druggists had been detected in selling imitations. It 
is said that a strong defence will be put up, as the druggists 
deny that the pills were sold as Carter’s. 

PHILADELPHIA NEWS ITEMS. 

D. J. Lynch, who conducts the drug store at Eleventh and 
South streets, is remodeling his store so that when it is com- 
pleted it will be one of the finest and most up to date in the 
city. 

Charles W. Rynard has bought the drug store at Seventeenth 
and South streets. He intends to make a number of improve- 
ments. 

BOWLERS INTERESTED IN THE SERIES OF GAMES. 

The despised “ Wanderers ” of the Philadelphia Drug Bowl- 
ing League are jubilant over the easy victory they had with 
the J. & J. team. This is the only club that has succeeded in 
winning from the strong combination. Bowling has had a new 
lease of life in this city. The weekly meetings of the drug 
league are better attended and there is more interest being 


taken in the games. At the close of Monday evening last the 

standing of the different teams was as follows: 

Won. Lost. Per cent. 
25 2 .921 


ON EE ee eer errr et 92 
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Philadelphia Coliege of Pharmacy........... 10 11 476 
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Stephen Logan, who was formerly employed by the Philadel- 
phia Drug Company, has become an actor, and is now traveling 
with the Eugenie Blair troupe. He says the work is easier 
than the drug business, and the pay is better. 

The firm of Shinn & Baer have been dissolved by the with- 
drawal of Mr. Jacob M. Baer, who has sold his interest, and, 
it is said, he will go into the manufacturing of confectionery in 
Baltimore. The name of the old firm has been changed to 
Shinn & Kirk. 


A Pharmacologist Wanted. 

The United States Civil Service Commission announces an 
examination, on March 1, 1904, to secure eligibles from which to 
make certification to fill a vacancy in the position of pharma- 
cologist (male) in the Bureau of Plant Industry, Department 
of Agriculture, at $1,800 per annum, and other similar vacan- 
cies as they may occur. Applicants will not be assembled for 
this examination. * 

The examination will consist of the subjects mentioned be- 
low, which will be weighted as follows; 


Subjects. Weights. 
1. Education and technical training, including 
POSE-BIAAUALE: WOPK 2 ois ccc bids des siacisicees 20 
2. Technical or professional experience.......... 40 
3. Publications on pharmacology or similar sub- 
PN 6 cRERKR BREET Ae G44 CCasG ECdanwetes 
NB oh 6004.4 ot aie he aralarese Care ed eae eels 100 


The person appointed to this position must be a man trained 
and equipped with the knowledge and experience necessary for 
isolating and handling poisonous and other active principles 
of plant origin. He must be trained in animal physiology and 
pharmacology, and must have had experience in studying by 
exact laboratory methods the effect exerted on the different 
animal functions by the active principles of plant origin. He 
should be familiar with the best forms of apparatus used in 
carrying on such experiments, and should have abundant lab- 
oratory experience in making such investigations. He should 
be able to read at least Fyench and German, in addition to Eng- 
lish. 

Age limit, 20 years or over. 

This examination is open to all citizens of the United States 
who comply with the requirements. Competitors will be rated 
without regard to any consideration, other than the qualifica- 
tions shown in their examination papers, and eligibles wili be 
certified strictly in accordance with the civil service law and 
rules. 

Persons who desire to compete should at once apply to the 
United States Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. C., for 
application Form 1312, which should be properly executed and 
filed with the Civil Service Commission at Washington, with 
the material required, prior to the hour of closing business on 
March 1, 1904. 


Professor Diehl’s Illness Delays the Issuance of the Pro- 
ceedings. 

The secretary of the American Pharmaceutical Association 
has been directed by the Council to notify the pharmaceutical 
journals of an unavoidable delay in the issue of the report 
of the proceedings of the association for 1903. Professor Diehl 
was prevented by prolonged indisposition from completing his 
report on the progress of Pharmacy within the usual time, 
but, having fully recovered, is now busily engaged in the neces- 
sary work, and the book will in all probability be ready for 
delivery early in April. 
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The Illinois Pharmacy Law Severely Criticised—A New Law. to 
Be Drafted and Submitted to the Members of the State Asso- 
ciation—A Stenographer Appointed Secretary of the Board of 
Pharmacy, pro tem. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, February 1.—That the present pharmacy laws of 
Illinois are a farce and are based on wrong principles, was in 
substance the statement made by Albert E. Ebert at a meeting 
of the Executive Committee of the Illinois Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation. 

The sound reasoning which underlies Mr. Ebert’s statement 
is shown by the following outline of his argument: 

“If the profession of pharmacy desires the people of the 
State to defray the expenses of the law regulating the practice 
of pharmacy, then the present law should be changed so that it 
is more than a mere educational regulation. In other words, 
the province of the present law is the examination of such 
persons who wish to enter as apprentices, or act as clerks in 
the drug business. 

“The business itself and the responsible person, the owner, 
receive no attention by the provisions of the present law. 
Therefore, if the people are to furnish the money to defray 
the expenses of the law, then the law should*be so framed that 
the store, as well as the owner thereof, be placed under the 
control of the law. 

“In other words, let us frame a law based upon the lines 
as they exist in the older countries, especially those of France, 
Germany, Austria, Switzerland, &c. This will do away with 
the present inconveniences due to the scarcity of clerks and 
interchange of certificates of registration. It will do away 
with many of the incongruities of the existing pharmacy laws 
and have a tendency to reduce the present excessive number 
of drug stores.” 

A NEW LAW TO BE DRAFTED FOR ILLINOIS. 

The legislative committee was instructed to draft a law 

embodying Mr. Ebert’s ideas. A copy of the proposed law will 


be sent to all members of the Illinois Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion at least thirty days before the meeting of that organiza- 


tion in June. The former committee on legislation did not con- 


sider it advisable at that time to submit the plan for having 
the State pay the expenses of the law. The present committee 
consists of W. K. Forsythe, A. E. Ebert and L. C. Deck. 

Those present at the meeting were: A. E. Ebert, Walter H. 
Gale, Herman Fry, C. H. Avery, H. Swannell, I. L. Quales, 
V. C. Michels, B. A. Taylor, J. H. Keeling, A. 8S. Wright, John 
J. Sorenson, W. Bodemann, W. K. Forsythe, John I. Straw and 
George P. Mills. W. H. Medbery, president of the Travelers’ 
Auxiliary Association, was also present. 

ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION TO MEET AT SAILOR SPRINGS IN JUNE. 

It was decided to hold the next annual meting at Sailor 
Springs during the first two weeks in June. If for any reason 
it should be found impracticable to meet at this place, the 
choice of some more suitable location is to be made by Messrs. 
Medbery, Lake and Matthison of the Travellers’ Association. 

A resolution was offered favoring the exclusive use of the 
metric system of weights and measures. This was objected to. 
It was then suggested that the Revision Committee take up the 
matter and request that the old U. S. P. system, as well as the 
metric system. be incorporated and printed in all work of the 
pharmacopeia. The resolution will be sent to Professor Oscar 
‘Oldberg for an opinion. 

W. Bodemann and C. H. Avery are to formulate a plan by 
which persecutions on a charge of counter prescribing can be 
stopped. 

A STENOGRAPHER AS SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF PHARMACY. 


Fred C. Dodds of Springfield, who is not a pharmacist, has 
been appointed secretary pro tem. of the State Board of Phar- 
macy until a regular successor to Luman T. Hoy is chosen. Mr. 
Dodds is a court reporter at Springfield, where his brother 


R. N. Dodds, has a drug store. R. N. Dodds is secretary of the 
Illinois Pharmaceutical Association. F. C. Dodds takes steno- 
graphic reports and does the work for his brother, receiving 
$2,500 a year, it is said, from his regular duties and $250 from 
the association. He acts as an assistant secretary to Governor 
Yates also. The salary of the secretary of the Board of Phar- 
macy is $2,500. Mr. Dodds’ income is thus boosted above the 
$5000 mark. The druggists of the State say the position is one 
that ought to be filled by one of their own number, and that it 
ought to be free from all suggestions of “ graft” such us have 
been made in connection with other boards appointed by 
Governor Yates. Mr. Hoy, the former secretary, has assumed 
his duties as appraiser at Chicago. 


U. 8S. PHARMACAL COMPANY ELECT OFFICERS. 


The annual meeting of the stockholders of the United States 
Pharmacal Company, 10, 12, 14 Franklin street, took place 
January 26. The meeting was uneventful, all the old officers 
being re-elected. Two new directors, Herman Fry of Chicago 
and E. P. Gerling of Collinsville, Ill., were elected. A dividend 
of 19 per cent. was declared to the stockholders, who are all 
retail druggists. It is probable that prices will be advanced 
to $2, $4 and $8 to non-stockholders. 


NOTES. 


Clark & Lange have bought August H. Staga’s store at Forty- 
first street and Indiana avenue. 

Leo K. Solomon’s store, at Forty-seventh street and Evans 
avenue, has been bought by C. M. Frasier. 

C. G. Foucet has bought the Ford Pharmacy, 4823 Ashland 
avenue, of C. Kreoatsky. 

The next State Board meetings will take place in Chicago. 
February 16 and April 12. 

The counter prescribing charge against George P. Mills of 
Evanston, brought by the attorney for the State Board of 
Health, has been dropped. 

Otto Metz, who has been a clerk for fourteen years for W. T. 
Klenze, a druggist on Belmont. avenue, is to open a store in the 
same neighborhood. : 

The Krop Remedy Company have been incorporated to manu- 
facture chemicals, drugs and medicines in Chicago; capital, 
$50,000. 

Secretary Pritchard cf the Board of Health has announced 
that antitoxin will be placed in a hundred drug stores in Chi- 
cago at a low price. 


A runaway horse poked his head through the plate glass 
window of one of Buck & Rayner’s stores recently. The dam- 
age amounted to’ about: $75. 

The warerooms and laboratory of the Bucklen Medicine Com- 
pany and the apartment building at Peck court and Michigan 
avenue, in which the establishment is located, were damaged 
by fire January 22. The loss reached $175,000. 


While the temperature was 20 degrees below zero January 
25, a frozen gaspipe burst in the store of Cunradi Brothers, 
576 Wabash avenue. A fire started and there was a panic in the 
store. The damage was slight. 

Paul W. Deichman of St. Louis was awakened by the bark- 
ing of his pet dog early on the morning of January 28. He ran 
into the store and found burglars there. Deichman fired and 
killed one of the men. 

The agitation started by I. B. Kronberger, business agent of 
the Drug Clerks’ Association, is still attracting a good deal of 
attention in the newspapers. The druggists say they do not 
oppose the clerks, but that they do object most decidedly to Mr. 
Kronberger. 


W. Howard Ogborn, the drug broker, with office in the 
Union Trust Building, Cincinnati, returned home from a Euro- 
pean trip in time for the Christmas festivities. Mr. Ogborn 
made several valuable connections while abroad and is much 
pleased with the results of his trip, which puts him in a 
better position to serve his patrons than ever before. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots, 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


- New York, February 6, 1904. 

Trade in the several branches has been fairly active since 
our last, though mostly in a retail way, very little speculative 
interest having developed and sales of round lots only few and 
far between. Camphor still occupies the center of the stage, 
the output being under the firmest control of refiners, who 
have further advanced prices owing to the scarcity of supplies. 
A sharp decline in bark at the Amsterdam auction on January 
28 was followed by a cut in the price of quinine, which has 
occasioned some surprise, as the new low quotation is said to 
be below the cost of production, though it should be said that 
it is a little over a third higher than the quotations current in 
August, 1892. It is believed that the competition from the 
Java product is beginning to be felt, and may be the responsible 
factor in the present depression in values of both German and 
domestic quinine. How far this war of prices may be carried 
there is no telling, but buyers are evidently taking no chances, 
in view of the uncertainty of the future market. Golden seal 
root has shown considerable activity during the past week, 
stock being greatly reduced and held at much higher figures. 
The changes in price during the interval have not been very 
numerous or of particular interest, save for the exception noted, 
and, taken all in all, the market continues fairly steady, such 
fluctuations as have come to the surface being more in the 
direction of improvement than decline. ° 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Camphor, Quinine, 
Cantharides, Russian, Ergot, 

Golden seal root, Menthol, 


Damiana leaves, Silver nitrate, 
Clove oil, Codliver oil, 
Vanillin, : Dandelion root, 
Santonin, Celery seed, 
Cascara sagrada, Canary seed, 
Sodium nitrate, Bergamot oil. 
Potassium bichromate, 

Citronella oil, 

Angostura bark. 


Drugs. 


Alcohol has shown no special variation since our last. The 
demand for grain continues good at the established rangé of 
$2.46 to $2.48, and wood is selling fairly in a jobbing way at 
55c to 60c for 95 and 97 per cent., respectively. 


Balsams of the various kinds are in good jobbing demand, 
the bulk of the business being done in Central American 
copaiba, which is maintained steadily at 38c to 35c. Canada 
fir is in light supply and held at $3.25 to $3.60, but only a 
limited demand is experienced. Tolu has continued in demand, 
and sales have been made at 25c to 27c. Peru is seeking buy- 
ers with increased freedom, and, while values are tending in 
buyers’ favor, prices are as yet quotably unchanged. 


Barks.—Angostura continues in .demand, but stocks are 
almost depleted; hence the market is firm at an advance to 
40c to 50c. Cascara sagrada is firmer, to the extent that no 
new bark now offers below 17c, while up to 28c is asked for old 
bark, as to quantity and holder. Cottonroot is firmer and 
business has been done up to 20c, which seems to be the inside 
quotation for the limited supply available. Elm is in limited 
supply and wanted; 40c is now named for select. A good job- 
bing demand is experienced for sassafras, which is held at 
64%4c to 10c. Wild cherry is firmer, owing to the scarcity of 
supplies, and 7c to 9c is generally named. 


Buchu leaves, short, have remained quiet, but with the small 
available supply and the stronger position of the article abroad, 
values have an upward tendency, though sales are still making 
of prime quality at the range of 18e:to 22c. 


Cacao butter is quiet, but without quotable change in 
price, the offerings being at 28%4c to 29¢e for bulk. 

Cantharides, Russian, is held with more firmness, owing to 
strong advices from primary markets, where stocks are said 
to be exceedingly small. While some holders ask 80c, down 
to 75e will buy. 

Codliver oil, Norwegian, does not respond to the stronger 
advices from Norway, and while $105 to $125 is demanded 
in most instances, this price is occasionally shaded, some brands 
being obtainable at $97. There is no demand to speak of, 
consumers limiting their purchases, apparently, to current re- 
quirements. 

Colocynth apples remain quiet, but prices are nominally 
steady at 34c to 40c for Trieste, and 26c to 27c for Spanish. 

Cubeb berries are in better supply and easier at The to 8l4c 
for whole and 11¢ to 18¢ for powdered. 

Cuttlefish bone is maintained in firm position despite recent 
stock accessions. We quote the range at 15c to 16¢ for Trieste 
and 56c to 57e for jewelers’ small. 

Damiana leaves are in reduced stock, and spot quotations 
have been advanced to 10¢ to 12¢, with only inferior grades ob- 
tainable at the inside price., 

Ergot has weakened in the interval, and quotations for Ger- 
man and Spanish show a decline to 35c to 40c, as to quality and 
quantity, while a lot or two is obtainable down to 33\4c. 

Lycopodium is in reduced stock, and held at 60e to 61e for 
unmarked and Pollitz, respectively. 


Manna is in moderately active demand, and small flake is 
held with more firmness. In most instances 32c to 34c, the pre- 
vious price, is named, but one holder has advanced the limit to 
35¢ in consequence of firmer cable advices. 


Menthol is irregular and unsettled, with cases offering at 
$5.00, and we hear of sales of broken lots at $5.10. Most dealers 
are disposed to offer with reserve in view of the possibility of 
war in the East, but some are urging sales by means of price 
concessions. 

Nux vomica is passing out quite actively in jobbing quanti- 
ties at the range of 214c to 3c. 


Opium is weak and ‘neglected, and case lots have sold since 
our last at $2.9214, while jobbers are willing to meet the re- 
quirements of the trade at $2.95 to $3.02. Prices for powdered 
are unchanged on the basis of $3.50 to $3.60, as to test, quantity 
and holder. 

Quinine was reduced 2¢ on the 29th ult. and the market is 
barely steady at the decline, buyers showing considerable cau- 
tion in view of the uncertainty of the future market. The 
monthly auction of bark at Amsterdam on January 28 brought 
lower prices than at the previous sale, the large quantity offered 
being nearly all disposed of at a decline of 15 per cent., the 
average unit value being 644 Dutch cents as against 7.35 at the 
previous sale. German in second hands offers down to 21%4c, 
but manufacturers’ prices for both German and domestic are 
22¢ for bulk, 22%4c for 50-oz. cans, 28c for 25-0z. cans and 24c 
for 5-oz. cans. The Java variety is attracting considerable 
attention, and though some holders quote 21c, it is understood 
that 20e will buy. 

Saffron, American, is held with increased firmness, 50¢ 
being generally required for the small lots found necessary by 
consumers, though some holders are free to accept 48c. 

Santonin has further advanced in the interval, crystals from 
manufacturers being held at $7.50 to $7.55, and powdered at 
$7.70 to $7.75, as to quantity. 

Tinnevelly senna is in moderately active demand, especially 
medium grades, and the market is firm at 614c to l4c; Alexan- 
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dria natural is held and selling at 8c to 10c, garbled and sifted 
at 15c to 16c. 

Vanilla beans show an advancing tendency, though prices 
are as yet quotably unchanged. Mail advices state that the 
Mexican crop will be considerably short of last year, when 
the yield aggregated about 100,000 pounds. Present spot quo- 
tations range all the way from $4 to $11 for whole Mexicans, 
$3.25 to $4.50 for cuts, $1.35 to $7.50 for Bourbons and 60c to 
75c for Tahitis, all as to quality, quantity and holder. 

Vanillin shows no special price variation despite the advance 
in clove oil, current sales being at 55c to 60c. 

‘Chemicals. 

Alum is held and selling within the range of 1.75c to 1.80c 
for lump and 1.80c to 1.85¢ for ground, with powdered held at 
3c and upward, as to quantity and terms. 

Ammonium carbonate is in steady request, with the sales 
of lump at 8c to 84%c and powdered at 9c to 9%. 

Arsenic has been in rather better demand, and sales of 
white during the interval have been at 3c to 3%c; red is 
unchanged at 6%4c to 6%c, the quotation for jobbing quan- 
tities. 

Bichromate salts have been advanced by the manufacturers 
to the range of 814c to 8c for potash and 644c to 6%c for soda. 

Blue vitriol iS in steady, moderate demand, the stock in 
second hands being almost all taken up at 5ic to 5\4c, and 
current quotations are now 5%4c to 5c. 

Brimstone is in small stock upon spot, and held at $22.50 
for best mixed seconds. Parcels to arrive are quoted at the 
same range. 

Chlorate of potash is in very limted supply, but sales con- 
tinue to be made from second hands at 7%4c to 8c for powdered 
and 7c to 7\e for crystals. 

Cream of tartar is maintained steadily by the manufac- 
turers at 2414c to 24%c for crystals and 24%c to 25c for pow- 
dered. A fair jobbing inquiry is experienced. 

Nitrate of silver is lower, in sympathy with the metal, the 
revised quotation of manufacturers showing a reduction of 1¢ 
per oz. to 35%4c to 39c, as to quantity, the inside figure being 
named on 1,000-0z. lots. 

Nitrate of soda is maintained in strong position, owing to 
depleted stocks, and spot quotations have been advanced to 
$2.15 to $2.20. 

Sulphate of soda is irregular and unsettled, while quoted 
nominally at 55c to 60c, as to quantity. 


Essential Oils. 


Anise maintains its firm position, though the range of the 
market is not quotably higher, the sales being at $1.12% to 
$1.15. 

Bergamot is held with increased firmness in consequence of 
the character of advices from Messina, but prices are nominal- 
ly unchanged, the sales being at $1.75 to $2.00. New crop oil 
is beginning to arrive. 

Clove is held with increased firmness at higher prices, on ac- 
count of the strong position of the spice, and we hear of sales in 
cans and bottles at $1.25 to $1.30, and $1.30 to $1.35, respect- 
ively. 

Lemon is without new feature of interest either as regards 
price or demand. Our Messina correspondent under date of 
January 16, says: “ We have no movement to report, as spot 
business has been transacted during the fortnight at the parity 
of the price quoted previously—viz., 2s. per Ib.” 

Orange is weaker in sympathy with advices from primary 
markets, where lack of demand has caused freer offerings; 
sweet quoted at $1.70, and bitter at $1.80. 

Peppermint is taken rather indifferently by the trade just 
now, but prices are unchanged, sales being made at the pre- 
vious range of $2.65 to $2.85 in tins, and $3.30 to $3.35 in cases. 

Sassafras, natural, continues scarce, and wanted, and the 
market is well sustained at the range of 65c to 75c. Supplies 
are offered very sparingly. 
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Wormwood is in lessened demand, but prices are main- 
tained at the previous range of $2.50 to $2.75. 


Gums, 


Aloes is in steady, moderate demand, and values are well sus- 
tained in most instances. For Barbadoes in gourds %c advance 
is asked. Curacao is in better supply, but prices are nominally 
unchanged. 

Asafeetida is selling fairly in a jobbing way at unchanged 
and steady prices ; quoted 22c to 25c. 

Arabic reflects the influence of competition among holders, 
and sorts offer at the wide range of 5%4c to 9c, though first and 
second picked are maintained at 30c to 35c and 20c to 24c, re- 
spectively. 

Benzoin is held with considerable firmness at the range of 
40c to $1.00 for Siam, as to quantity and quality, and 27c to 34c 
for Sumatra. 

Camphor continues to dominate the market, and scarcely a 
day passes without the announcement of an advance in price. 
The burning of the Simes factory in Philadelphia led to a 3c 
advance on the 27th ult. Another advance was made on the first 
of this month, and a still further advance was announced on the 
4th inst., bringing the quotation on barrels up to 77c, and re- 
finers will only sell at this figure in very limited quantities, and 
only to regular customers. All the indications point to still 
higher prices. 

Kino is in better supply, with stocks now obtaimable at 16c 
to 17e. 

Tragacanth is passing out quite actively to consumers at 
importers’ quotations, or say, 27¢ to 80c for Aleppo, and 35c to 
90c for Turkey. 

Roots. 


Althea, cut, is held with more firmness in the face of firmer 
advices from primary markets, current offerings being at 14c to 
19¢, as to quality and quantity. 

Blood is offering more freely, owing to recent stock acces- 
sions, and quotations show a decline to 15c to 16c. 

Golden seal has attracted considerable attention during the 
interval and quotations have been generally marked up, one 
holder naming 90c, though 85c will buy in most instances. 

Ipecac is meeting with good jobbing inquiry and values, 
especially for Carthagena; show an upward tendency, with 
holders now asking $1.20 to $1.25, the inside figure being also 
named for parcels to arrive. Rio is quiet, but firm at previous 
prices. 

Mandrake is offered more freely and prices reflect the in- 
fluence of competition, one dealer quoting 8%4c. 

Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is in better supply and offers more 
freely in some instances, the inside quotation being reduced 
to 8c, though 8\4c is generally quoted. 

Snake, Canada, is dull and offers more freely at 11¢ to 20ce, 
as to quality and quantity, while Virginia root is maintained 
at 48¢ to 45c. 

Seeds. 


Canary is fractionally lower in sympathy with corresponding 
conditions abroad, and the revised quotations are 44c to 4%c 
for Smyrna, and 4%c to 4c for Sicily. 

Caraway has met with fair jobbing attention, with sales at 
5e, an upward tendency having developed in sympathy with 
strong advices from abroad. 

Cardamom, of the various grades, is firmer, owing to strong 
advices from primary sources, with quotations for bleached 
ranging all the way from 35¢ to $1.00, as to quality and quan- 
tity ; decorticated held at 33c to 38c. 

Celery is offered more freely and values are easier, quota- 
tions showing a decline to 7c to 8c. 

Sunflower is scarce and firm, and the limited available sup- 
ply is held at 3c to 3'«e. 

Larkspur offers more freely at a decline to 30c to 32c. 
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Opportunities for Export Trade 





THE TRADE POSSIBILITIES OF SINGAPORE.' 
By H. J. M. ELLIs, 
Singapore. 

Probably not 5 per cent. of the people‘one would meet in the 
course of a day in New York could give the correct location of 
‘Singapore, and yet it ranks sixth in tonnage among the seaports 
of the world. Situated on a small -island, at the foot of the 
Malay Peninsula, with a comparatively insignificant mixed 
population of 275,000 people, of which only 3,500 are Europeans, 
it is the distributing center and clearing house for a territory 
nearly as large as the United States. Its import and export 
trade for the year 1902 amounted to about $225,000,000 gold. 
It is part of an English colony, self supporting, and with good, 
stable and liberal government. It is a free port, excepting only 
for the duties on opium and alcoholic liquids Direct steamship 
lines connect it with Pacific Coast ports and New York. As a 
matter of fact, freight rates, in less than car loads from the 
Pacific Coast or New York to Singapore, are cheaper than from 
New York to the Missouri River. They will average less than 
20 ceats per cubic foot for pharmaceutical and similar goods. 

In this connection it should be noted, that packing, which 
may be sufficiently strong for railroad handling, would not be 
strong enough for shipment to Singapore. Cases may not be 
handled any more roughly than on our railroads, but we must 
remember that they are often subjected to tons of weight in a 
steamer’s hold, and have to stand a great deal of warping, inci- 
dent to rolling and pitching in rough weather. Hence all cases 
for export should be of heavier material, and should be strapped 
with iron bands or wire. This also applies to smaller packages, 
sent by express, or through the mails. Much annoyance and loss 
to consignees, besides loss of trade to our manufacturers, has 
been caused by the neglect, and in some cases positive refusal 
of our people to listen to advice on this point. Not long ago one 

*Mr. Ellis is an American who has resided in Singapore for many 


years, where he has succeeded in introducing and pushing the sale of 
several leading American products.—-Ep. AM. DrvG. 











Commercial Square, Singapore. 


of our consuls received a rebuff from a prominent mail order 

‘house when he volunteered to give them some advice on their 
packing, much of which arrived in the Orient in wretched con- 
dition. He was coolly informed by the man in charge of the 
department that “ he understood his own business, and did not 
want any advice.” This attitude greatly injures American in- 
terests abroad. 

While Singapore has been much neglected by American man- 
ufacturers, and our exports to that territory are ridiculously 
small, it must not be taken for granted that we can go there 
and take the trade by storm, or that we have a lot of “ easy 
marks” to deal with. All European nations are represented by 
strong importing houses of large capital, and with excellent 





China Street, in the Native Quarter, Singapore. 


organization. Some of these houses have been established there 
for over 50 years. They are content to work for smaller profits 
than our jobbing houses, and give much longer credits to the 
Chinese and native merchants. 

Little can be accomplished through the usual American ex- 
port channels or through salesmen who make occasional trips 
through there. Permanent tride can only be worked up through 
direct representatives on the ground, or, if this is not possible 
to all manufacturers, through American importers or commis- 
sion houses established there. Although American manufac- 
turers find it necessary to advertise their wares thoroughly, 
and to keep up a staff of specialty salesmen in this country to 
supplement the efforts of jobbers, they seem to think they can 
secure trade in Singapore on catalogues alone. The writer once 
had a communication from a large flour mill, which expressed 
a desire for trade from Singapore, and then hastened to explain 
that they didn’t care to ship less than 500 tons at a time, and 
must have cash in New York before shipment. 

The Chinese are the principal traders in Singapore, as they 
are throughout the Orient, and the European houses simply act 
as intermediaries between them and the European markets. 
Through the medium of Anglo-Chinese schools, some of which 
are in charge of Americans, they are rapidly absorbing Western 
ideas, and there is a growing tendency among them towards 
direct dealing with European manufacturers. They are shrewd 
traders, and there is considerable wealth among them, as 
evidenced by the fact that they own 65 per cent. of the real 
estate in Singapore. Withal, they are conservative, and very 
tenacious of “chop” or brand, which makes it very difficult to 
introduce new brands. There is a fair demand for American 
drugs and proprietary articles in Singapore among all classes. 
This is apparently due to indirect results of advertising in Eng- 
land, and in some measure to the desultory visits of special 
representatives passing through. There are a number of first- 
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class drug stores of good standing in Singapore. Their mana- 
gers are up-to-date and broad gauged men, with none of the 
prejudice against American goods which is so noticeable in some 
other lines among Europeans. : 

American manufacturers of drugs, proprietary articles, and 
druggists’ sundries will find in Singapore a profitable field, but 
they must carry into it the same liberal and aggressive methods 
which they find so necessary in their domestic market. 


PHARMACY IN THE DECCAN. 
By Freperic S. MASON, PH.C., 
Member of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain. 


I have selected the Deccan as a _ subject for a little 
sketch of the Indian Druggist, on account of its being some- 
what isolated from the influence of the paramount power, and, 
therefore, less contaminated by drug stores conducted on British 
lines in large centers, such as Bombay and Calcutta. 

The Deccan is the most important of the Indian native 
states, and is, in fact, a completely independent Mahometan 
power, exeept in respect to its relations with foreign countries, 
although the British Resident endeavors to curtail the privileges 
of His Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad (as the ruler of this 
extensive territory is called) as much as possible. 


THE HISTORY OF THE DECCAN. 


In order to understand the position of the Deccan, it is 
necessary to refer to historical facts. When the British and 
the French, at the end of the eighteenth century, were com- 
peting for supremacy in the Indian Peninsula, the most power- 
ful Indian nation was the Maharata, grouped under the various 
chiefs, Holkar, Scindia, the Giakwar of Baroda, &c., with whom 
Wellesley (afterwards Duke of Wellington) had to contend. 
Two very powerful Mahometan states existed also, namely, 
Mysore and Hyderabad (Deccan), both of which states owed 
their existence to the generals sent from Delhi by the Mogul 
emperors to conquer the Hindoo population of Southern India. 
When, therefore, Wellesley finally overcame the Maharata 
power, he still found a powerful antagonist in Tipoo Sahib, the 
Mahometan chief of Mysore, who was allied with the French. 
The English had been for some time allied with the Nizam in 
previous contests with the chief of the Carnatic, whom they had 
completely ousted with troops furnished by the Nizam, but 
drilled by the British and aided with a few guns manned by 
white officers and men. The struggles of these various parties 
have no place here. Suffice it to say that, owing to the stanch 
loyalty of the Nizam to the British and the capable diplomats 
who have since held the position of Dewan, or prime minister 
(who have guided the successive Nizams in their policy), the 
Deccan, or at least that part of it which is known as Hydera- 
bad, has retained most of its ancient privileges and territory. 

Here we still find the small chieftains descended from con- 
quering ancestors sent out from the court of Akhebar, Shah 
Jehan and other Grand Moguls from the North. They come to 
the Nizam’s court at no regular interval (generally about some 
land dispute), with a motley crew of retainers, some in chain 
armor, with gas-pipe guns of Arab design, and each man on 
horseback with trappings varied from brand new to various 
stages of senile decay. These little feudal barons, or Nawabs, 
as they are called, would belong to another age anywhere but 
in the Deccan, but here they are quite in order. Hyderabad 
(Deccan) at the present day surpasses the imagination in 
everything oriental and Mahometan as depicted in the stories 
of the Arabian Nights. Mounted and unmounted men in Hyder- 
abad carry a quite unnecessary number of dreadful looking 
daggers and swords, all more or less tarnished and unservice- 
able, tied up in the most uncomfortable manner with a sash 
around the waist. With the advent of these Mogul conquerors, 
the Viads, or Hindoo medicine men, of the subject races 
(Telegues, Canarese, Tamils, Kolarian and other primitive In- 
dian races) seem to have melted away, and have been replaced 
by an aggressive class of Mahometan Hakims, or native doctors, 
who have no school or standard of medical education, a pupil 
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establishing himself on the authority of his master’s reputation 
only. 

The Hakims of Arabia and India have always been great 
frauds, and are so still, with a few notable exceptions, such as 
my friend the late Mahomet Sheriff of Madras, who assisted Dr. 
Dymock in his standard work, entitled the “ Materia Medica of 
Western India,” and also contributed to D. Hanbury’s great 
work, the “Pharmacographia.” 

The Hakims have but a vague knowledge of surgery, but do 
know something of the physiological action of drugs, and this 
knowledge has often served in the past to make them all power- 
ful in Mahometan states, some even becoming consorts of the 
ruling Begums, an example of which is found to-day in the 
Begum of Bopal, who married a Hakim and Attaur Wallah 
(perfumer). Like all orientals, when they have attained wealth 
or position, they lapse into a life of indolence, leisure and dis- 
sipation without restraint. ; 

The illustration on the opposite page gives a view of the 
principal drug store of Hyderabad City, which has an estimated 
population of some 250,000. 

This street is called Charkaman, and the drug store on the 
right, where the little cart is standing, is the largest drug 
store in Deccan. It is owned by Syed Abdul Ruzzak, who is 
himself a Nawab, or prince, in his own right. Besides running 
a drug store, he is the owner of an extensive and modern sugar 
refinery, as well as a spirit distillery. Syed Abdul Ruzzak and 
his sons and brothers (for, as is common with Mahometans, 
this is a family affair) are magnificent types of the old Mogul 
race who invaded the Deccan at the time of Akkbar, the great 
Delhi emperor, whose lieutenants founded the present ruling 
dynasty of the Nizam of Hyderabad. These Nawabs, who are 
the large land owning class, govern some 7,000,000 of peaceful 
people, Telegues chiefly, who are Krishna worshippers for the 
most part. The Telegues are considered very handsome, though 
a somewhat effeminate race of Dravidian stock. They are very 
poor and unable to consume anything expensive, the average 
wages of the coolie in the Deccan not exceeding four or five 
cents per diem. The Mahometan ruling classes, however, are a 
most luxuriant and money-spending class, and the Hakims or 
native doctors make fortunes out of them by treating them for 
impotency, which is the bug-bear of the rich Nawabs and their 
retainers. ‘The Hakims, however, do not use much in the way 
of modern drugs. They pretend to have marvelous knowledge 
imparted by Arab physicians from as far back as Mahomet’s 
time. Their methods of treatment seem to be based on a ques- 
tion of “heat” or “cold,” which they consider the primary 
causes of diseases, and while very simple drugs are the bases 
of their therapeutics, mysticism, with which they hedge around 
their treatment, has no doubt an hypnotic influence, which 
suggests cures on the lines laid down by Mrs. Eddy. 

For wealthy patients, however, they pretend to use costly 
pearls as a specific for all kinds of diseases, especially of im- 
paired vitality. These they dissolve in vinegar and distill or ad- 
minister in some mysterious pill form. Rubies, powdered, is an- 
other favorite remedy, and thé wonderful “ saleep,” the harmless 
tuber of an orchid which contains nothing stronger than starch, 
is among their armamentarium. I first visited Hyderabad some 
twenty years ago, and since that time modern ideas are gaining 
ground even there, for I noticed on my last visit that a number of 
the sons of old Hakims are now taking government service, which 
obliges them to adopt modern ideas on .the treatment of diseases. 
There is a growing demand among all classes for modern pre- 
pared drugs in place of the crude infusions, decoctions and pow- 
ders of their fathers, and, of course, among the native doctors 
trained on English principles, as in other parts of India, their 
consumption of pharmacopeial drugs and of European special- 
ties, is large.- 

Pharmacy is beginning to be distinct from the practice of 
medicine and surgery, and the Deccan ideas of pharmacy have 
grown up here in a beautiful state of purity unsullied by any- 
thing save book knowledge and some few suggestions thrown 
out by the Europeans surrounding the British Camp of Secun- 
derabad, which is in the Nizam’s territory, and supposed to be 
for the purpose of defending hini against his enemies. As a 
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matter of fact, the Hyderabad contingent of some 25,000 British 
troops is kept there to watch the regular troops of the Nizam, 
at Golconda, the famous fort—once a diamond mine. 


NO KNOWLEDGE OF MODERN PHARMACY. 


It must not be supposed that the modern pharmacists of the 
Deccan, like our friend, Syed Abdul Ruzzak, have even an 
elementary knowledge of pharmacy, although they handle quite 
considerable quantities of Parke Davis & Co., Stearns, and Gri- 
mault preparations, and many English pharmaceutical products. 
I do not believe that they manufacture a single galenical prod- 
uct. They have, however, several Telegue dispensers who have 
had a fair training in hospital dispensing, and are quite capable 
of making up ordinary mixtures, &c. 

The interior of this leading store is very much better than 
the majority of those one finds in this out of the way part of 
the world. No doubt, like many of the others in the Charka- 
aman Bazar, there has been a gradual evolution from the primi- 
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decay without any attempt at painting or repairs to stay the 
ravages of time. 

‘ Most of the doctors’ prescriptions are written in Urdu, which 
is the official language of the country, so that a dispenser must 
necessarily know at least three or four languages, English in 
order to read the names of the drugs on the bottles, Urdu in 
order to communicate with the patients and write directions for 
tuking the medicines; and almost invariably the men who really 
do the work speak either Telegue or Tamil, or both, and possi- 
bly Canarese. It required a special training to do business in 
the Deccan, for it is impossible to exaggerate the truly oriental 
sentiments in regard to exactitude, time, promises to pay, or 
any other of the conditions of modern life, an example of which 
may be given by His Highness the Nizam himself. When I 
was in Hyderabad some three years ago, a royal tiger hunt was 
organized, to which a number of the Nawabs and their re- 
tainers were invited. The hunt was arranged for some 70 or 
80 miles from the capital, on the line of the Nizam’s state rail- 
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tive consulting place of Hakims, so that while partaking of the 
general aspect of this, and all other eastern drug bazars (which 
appear to be built on the dessicated ancestral slime of past 
generations of Hakims), the dust of ages has been ousted by 
modern preparations and a dim religious light, dimmed by the 
matting at the door, hides crudities in the shape of dirt which 
would shock our European ideas. Like many of our country 
drug stores in this country, the Nawab’s establishment is a 
great resort for prominent citizens and doctors; friends make 
appointments there, which are kept more or less within an hour 
or two of the time of appointment, the waiting ones exhibiting 
no impatience and assisting in a friendly way (if necessary) 
in handing over parcels to customers who do not want to climb 
the high step which separates.the drug store from the street. 
Like everything Mahometan, the glory of the finest Deccan 
drug store is generally a thing of the past, for when a new 
place is opened, no matter how much the expense and elaborate 
the fittings may have been made, they are allowed to gradually 
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way. Six weeks previous to my arrival this hunt had been 
organized, and two locomotives and trains with provisions and 
ice to cool the carriages, had been waiting for his royal pleas- 
ure. One day his chamberlain, meeting him, happened to get 
an opportunity to speak to the Nizam, who was coming from 
one of his palaces, and said, “Your Highness, everything is 
ready for the hunt.” To which he replied, “Is that so?” 
“ How long have they been waiting?” “ Six weeks, your High- 
ness.” To which he also replied, “Is that so?” and promptly 
entered another palace, which he did not leave while I remained 
in the city. Incidentally, I may say that I myself saw miles 
of retainers on horseback who had been waiting day and night, 
and were literally dropping in their boots from sheer exhaus- 
tion, while horses died by the score. 

Owing to the internal duties, drugs have to be sold at some- 
what expensive rates, and as British currency is not accepted, 
the “ rake-off ” which money changers collect on every transac- 
tion is somewhat annoying, more especially as at least 15 per 
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cent. of the coinage is spurious. The Hyderabad, Deccan coin is 
the Halai Sicker rupee, which is equivalent to about 12 annas 
of the Government rupee. This Halai Sicker rupee is divided 
into 16 annas, each of which is divisible into pieces of money 
called “ pies,” which in turn are divisible into chunks of copper 
eut up into irregular pieces about half an inch square and an 
eighth of an inch thick, called “ dubbs.” The dubbs again are 
sub-divisible into cowries or shells, so that considerable time is 
lost in figuring out what everything costs, and changing money 
on each transaction is a business in itself. 

The most popular proprietary articles of sale by the drug- 
gists in the Deccan are Santal-Midy, Grimault’s Syrup of Hypo- 
phosphite of Lime, Trifolium Compound, Wilkinson’s Sarsapa- 
rilla, 1 ounce bottles of Howard’s Quinine, Cannabis Indica 
Cigarettes, and a number of fever remedies made by native 
Bombay firms. Hyderabad is not a good place of business for 
American firms, and any business should be done only through 
the medium of some reliable firm in Bombay or Madras, as, 
while there is no intention on the part of the Mahometan dealer 
to be dishonest like their old ancestors in Delhi, their object is 
always to put off paying until to-morrow, if there is any pos- 
sible means of not paying to-day, and this delightfully uncer- 
tain happy-go-lucky temperament is at the bottom of all the 
irritation and bad feeling between the eastern and western 
nations, the maxim of the Mahometan and Hindu being “ never 
do to-day what can possibly be put off until to-morrow.” 


GERMANS NOT PREJUDICED AGAINST AMERICAN 
GOODS. 


W. Bardel, United States Consul at Bamberg, Germany, 
writes that in his district one cannot go into a large manufac- 
turing plant without finding a fair percentage of American 
machinery, and every up to date farmer uses agricultural im- 
plements made in the United States; enter a fine office or 
counting house and one will alniost surely find American desks 
—all the office furniture American, in many cases; while hard- 
ware stores handle a number of American tools and household 
goods. Mr. Bardel believes that much could be done toward in- 
creasing the sales of American goods if the different empo- 
riums handling the same were nearer to the consumers. He 
says further that “Sending catalogues and price-lists, even 
the visits of commercial travelers from the United States, can- 
not compare with the establishing of branch houses at easily 
accessible points. If the American manufacturer wants to 
sell his goods in Germany to advantage, the goods will, as a 
rule, have to be where they can be had when wanted. To make 
satisfactory sales, the goods must be brought within easy reach 
of consumers. 

“Far from being prejudiced against our goods, the Germans 
give them very fair consideration, and do not hesitate to buy 
them, if, in their judgment, they offer advantages, which in 
many instances they unquestionably do.” 


REFORI1 OF UNITED STATES CONSULAR SERVICE. 


The most important sections of the bill now pending before 
both houses of Congress for the reorganization of the Consular 
service are those which provide for a reclassification of Consuls- 
General and Consuls, for the turning of all fees into the United 
States Treasury and for the holding of public examinations 
for the applicants for admission to the Consular service. 

Under this bill there will be not more than two Consuls- 
General of the first class at $10,000 each per annum; not more 
than eight Consuls-General of the second class at $8,000 per 
annum; not more than 13 Consuls-General of the third 
class at $6,000 per annum; not more than 13 of the fourth 
class at $5,500 per annum, and not more than 37 Consuls of the 
first class at $5,000 per annum, and not more than 35 Consuls 
of the second class at $4,000 each per annum. Consuls are still 
further classified and graded down to the sixth class at $1,800 
each. 

After the reclassification is made the President is to assign 
present incumbents to the various classes as nearly as possible 
in accord with the salaries they are now receiving. The present 
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incumbents are also to be gradually recalled for examination 
within two years from the date of the passage of the act, while . 
new applicants are to be examined by a board consisting of the 
Secretary of State, or such officer in the Department of State 
as the President shall designate, and a Consul-General or Consul 
whom the President shall designate, and the Civil Service Com- 
missioners. Promotions are to be made on merit from classes 


below the vacancies that are to be filled. 


PERUVIANS PREFER PRODUCTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

Adam Acevedo, proprietor of the Botica Inglesa, or English 
Pharmacy, at Huacho, Peru, in a recent letter to us, says that 
he will be glad to aid in the introduction of goods from this 
country on account of the sympathy which every “ Peruano 44 
feels for everything relating to the United States. At present 
the greater part of your manufactures, chemical and pharma- 
ceutical products are not known here, and before being able 
to do anything it is necessary to know these products and their 
importance. We are desirous of doing business with you, but 
in the case of goods with which we are not familiar it is diffi- 
cult to determine whether they will be acceptable to the buy- 
ing public. It is, therefore, necessary that the manufacturers 
make known to us their different products and their uses. To 
do this they would have to send samples and explicit explana- 
tions. In the capitals of the provinces there are merchants 
who would be glad to examine the samples thus sent, and 
would appreciate their merits. I would suggest that your 
manufacturers send samples to one of the leading mer- 
chants in the capital of each department. This is sure to bring 
good results by reason of the friendly feeling which the people 
of Peru have for the United States. I shall be glad to offer 
you my services for the lines of drugs, medicines, paints, oils, 
varnishes, &¢., surgical instruments and photographic goods, 
which are the goods in which I do business in this city. Huacho 
will soon be connected by railroad with the Departments of 
Ancachs and Lima. 

Peru is a splendid market for commercial, agricultural and 
mineral undertakings. and the products of American make will 
be given preference by the people of Peru. 


Special Leap Year Offer. 

An offer assuring 90 per cent. profit ought to catch the retail 
drug trade everywhere and such an offer is made by the 
Orangeine Chemical Company. They propose to send with 
every $8 order for Orangeine Powders, a bonus of 35 powders 
the sale of the whole insuring a profit of 90 per cent. Write 
them as follows: 

Send us order described in the American Druggist 
to (insert name and address of your jobber). 
ORANGE CHEMICAL COMPANY, 
14 MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO. 

Sign your own name and mail this at once. 

money by it. 


You will make 


Boericke & Tafel of New York have just placed on the mar- 
ket a new pocket Brochemic medicine case. Write them for 
particulars, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

Mrs. M. H. Holden, Neevah, Wis., has a line of specialties 
which offer a liberal profit to the enterprising druggist. Write 
her for introductory terms, mentioning the AMERICAN Druc- 
GIST. 

Phillips’ Fountain Chocolate for soda syrup is a soluble 
powder furnishing a richly flavored and most palatable cup of 
chocolate at a minimum expenditure of time and labor. Write 
for free sample to the Charles H. Phillips Chemical Company, 
128 Pear] street, New York City. 

Butler Bros., Randolph Bridge, Chicago, will be pleased to 
send to all who are interested a number of specimens of effec- 
tive newspaper advertisements for retailers. The suggestions 
relate more to general, variety and department stores than 
they do to drug stores, but the general ideas given as to typo- 
graphical effect and style of talk can be studied to good advan- 
tage by retailers in any line of trade regardless. When writ- 
ing for the specimens please mention the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 








